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THE 
PUBLISHE. 


T. O T-HE 


READER 


HE Author of the follows- 
ing Diſcourſes having g for-- || 
5 — Bi merly publiſhed a Book in- 
8 SY) taled CLOSE T-DE- 
VO TIONS, which was recommend. 
ed hy a very emment Hand, and met 
with good 4 ance ; it is hoped, they; 
may nes 0 W ay 2 22 
\'The Sub ect 23 great Sf uncon-- 
|rovented, "and * that Account pe- 
A 2 oy 
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The PUBLISHER 


culiarly agreeable to the Temper of the II 
Author, who hatcs Party Diſtincli 2 
and has a great Averſion to Controver- 
fal Mranglings, and quarreling about 
doubtful and uncertain Opinions. He It. 
2s per fecily convinced of what that great 
good Man, Archbiſhop Tillotſon, ſays 
en his Sermon on the Example of Je- 
ſus: © Were we poſſeſsd with the 
true Spirit of Chniſtuanity ; if the ſe 
cc ſincere Love of God and our Newh- 
ce bour were but once throughly kindled Wt! 
«© in our Hearts, theſe pure and hea- ſs 
c venly Flames would in a great mea- ||/ 
cc ſure extimguſh the unchriſtzan Heats I 
&« of Diſpute and Contention, as Fires Ii 
« here Below are ready to languiſh and In 
« go out when the Sun in his full Ii 
Strength ſhines upon them.” 7 
1 am perſuaded, every good Man will ft 
approve the Deſign, and, I think, the 
Management of it ſuch, as no candid 
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Mind will diſreliſh. I do not know any 
ther Author who has handled the Ar- 
gument ſo particularly, and in its full 
Compaſs ; and if any ſhall at first View 
think that the Miracles, Death, and 
Interceſſion of our Saviour, are out of the 
Caſe, it needs only be conſidered, that 
they are brought an as Inſtances of his 
Love and Beneficence, in reſpect to 
which, he is our Example. 

The Stile is plain and unaffected, and 
thereby ſuited to the Capacity of Com- 
mon Readers, whoſe Advantage the 
Author had principall) in his View, 
being at the ſame 1me very ſenſible that 
important 1ruths, delivered in an caſy 
natural Way, without aiming at what 
s more bright and poliſb d, never fail 
of ſtriking , Minds of ſerious People, 
though their Abilities be far above the 
common Level. Truth, ſays one of the 
politeſt Writers of this Age, is as cer- 


The PuBLIsHER, Oc. 


tainly the greateſt Eloquence, as 
Honeſty is the beſt Policy. 

A, to ſmaller Overſigbts, I defere 
they may be imputed to the Author” 
8 Diſtance ya the Preſs, and the 


ubliſher”s Negligence : And, after all, 
1 doubt not but hone$t and ſerious People 
wil, by God's Bleſſmg, find their Ac 
count in reading, what the Author de: 
ned for their Benefit. 
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pbards Him, may be compris d within theſe four 
Feneral Heads, each of which we ſhall diſtinct- 


Chriſtian's Duty is ſo frequent- 
ly divided into that which re- 
ſees God, his Neighbour and 
himſelf, we ſhall in repreſent- 
ing Chriſt as the Chriſtian's" 
attern, conſider him with regard* to this 
hreefold Diſtinction, even in his Behaviour 
owards his Fathcr, towards Men and towards 


1mſelf. 


* 


I. We ſhall conſider our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
n his Behaviour towards God his Father, 


The Behaviour of au bleſſed Saviour to- 


y conſider. (I.) He ſought his Father's Glory. 
2.) He obey'd his Father's Will. (3.) He put 
11s Truſt in his Name. And, (4.) He was of- 
ten employ'd in the Exerciſes of Devotion 


owards his Father. B (1.) 


2 Chriſt Glorifying his Father. 


(i Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſought his Fa- 


ther's Glory: He made the Glory of his 
Father the great Aim of his being in the 
World; and this End he proſecuted by actu- 
ally glorifying his Father whilſt he was in the 
World. : 

1. He made the Glory of his Father the Aim 
of his being in the World. He did not ſeek his 
own Glory, but the Glory of him that ſent him; 

by which he evidenced himſelf to 
Joh. 1. 18. be the true Meſſiah, and that yo Un- 


righteouſneſs was in him. That he did 
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not feek his own Glory, is. evident from his vo- 
luntary expoſing himſelf to ſo much ame, 
which he deſpiſed for the ſake of promoting his Þ 


Father's Glory. When he promis'd his Diſci- 
ples that whatſoever they ſhould ask in his Name 
he would do; leſt hereby he ſhou'd ſcem to de- 
rogate from the Glory of his Father, and ſeek 
his owir he adds immediately, that 

Joh.14-19. the Father may be glorified in the Son, 
or by the Son, by whom he did 
ſuch and ſuch things. The Glory of the Fa- 
ther was the great End to which he directed 
all his Actions in this World: ether he did 
eat or drink, or whatſoever elſe he did, he did all to 
the Glory of God, even his Father. This he had in 
view when he was about to work a Miracle 
in the raiſing of Lazarm from the dead, as 
appears from what he told Martha; Jeſus ſaith 
unto her, Said I not unto thee, that if 

Job. 11.40. thou won dft believe, thou ſhoy dft fee 2 
ae ory 


Chriſt Glorifying his Father. 3 


Glory of God? When our Bleſſed Lord had in a 
miraculous manner curd ten Lepers, and only 
one returned to give Thanks, Ze faid there are 
Not found that returned t0 give glory to 
God, ſave this Stranger. By which Say- Luk. 7.15. 
ing he plainly maniteſted himſclt 
more tender of God's Honour than his own. 
The Glory of the Father was the grcat 
End he aim'd at, cycn then when he defired 
that he himſelf might be glorified ; for we 
read that he Lift up his Eyes to Heaven, and ſaid, 
the Hour is come, glorifie thy Son, that 
thy Son alſo may glorifie thee. Glorie Joh. 17+ m. 
7 Son, i. e. ſhew me to be thy Son 
by raiſing me from the dead, and exalting me 
to Heaven, leſt Men otherwiſe contemn me 
as an infamous Impoſtor, upon the account of 
my undergoing the ignominious and accurſed 
Death of the Croſs ; do thus that I may glori- 
fie thee, i. e. that by this ans I may mani- 
teſt thy glorious Perfectiòns, even thy Good- 
neſs and thy Power, thy Wiſdom, and thy 
Juſtice to the Children ot, Men. 
2. As Chriſt made the Glory of his Father 
the Aim of his being in, the World, ſo this 
End he proſccuted by afually glorifying his 
Father whilſt he was in'the World. During 
his abode upon Earth, #e gave wato his Father 
the Glory due to his Me. | Chriſt did in a 
great many reſpe&ts «fority Nis Father whilſt 
upon Earth. As, 5 ; 
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4 Chriſt Glorifying his Father. 

1. He glorified his Father, by repreſenting 
and declaring him to the World. Then 1s God 
gloritied, when his glorious Perfections are 
exhibited to the View of others. Now it is 
very evident that Chriſt thus glorityed his 
Father, for he repreſented him by his Perſon, and 
declar d him by his Doctrine to Sinners. He re— 

repreſented him by his Perſon. He was 

Col. 1. 15. the Image of the Inviſitle God. He was 
the Brightneſs of his Father's Glory, and 
Heb. 1. 3. the expreſs Image of his Perſon. When 
| the Word which vas in the beginning 
with the Father became Fleſh, then God was ma- 
nifeſted in the Fleſh. Never certainly was there 
ſuch a lively Character and Image of the Bleſ- 
ſed God exhibited to the World, as there was 
in the Perſon of the Mediator when he liv'd 
and converſt in it. In him dwelt the 

Col. 2. 9. fulneſs of the Godhead bodily ; and he 
ys being a Partaker of the ſame glori- 
ous Perfections with his Father, thoſe that 
converſt with him, might in him as in a Glaſs 
have beheld the Glory of the Father. Thus did 
Chriſt conſtantly glorify his Father whilſt 
upon Earth, by exhibiting to the View of o- 
thers in his own Perſon his glorious Perfe- 
ctions. Thoſe that had an opportunity of be- 
holding the Glory of the only Begotten of the Fu- 
ther, had at the ſams time an opportunity of 
beholding alſo the Glory of the Father. As 
Chriſt repreſented his Father by his Perſon, 
ſo he declared him by his Doctrine. No Man hath 
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Chriſt Glorifying his Father, 5 
feen God at any time ; the ouly Begotten 
Son, which is in the Boſom of the Father, Joh. 1. 18. 
he hath declared him. Hear what 
Chriſt himſelf ſays, 47 things are delivered to me 
of my Father, and no Man kuoweth the Seu but 
the Father, neither knoweth any Mau 
the Father ſave the Son, and he to whom- Mat. 11. 27. 
fozver the Son ſhall reveal him. Chriſt 
was the true Light, which coming into the World 
enlightened it with the Knowledge of God. He 
unveil'd the glorious Perfections of the Eter- 
nal Deity, and by his Doctrine freed Men's 
Minds from thoſe dark, cloudy and miſtaken 
Apprehenſions of this Bleſſed and Glorious 
Reta. which had obtain'd in ſo great a Part 
of the World betote this Day-ſtar from on hish 
viſited it. He did with a great deal of truth 
appeal to his Father, when he ſaid, I have ma- 
nifeſted thy Name unto the Men which 
thou gaveſt me ous of the Morld. And Joh. 5 
again, I have declared thy Name, and : 
will declare it. As he had declared God's Name 
in his Life, ſo he wou'd do it after his Re- 
ſurrection from the Dead, which doubtleſs he 
did when he ſpake to his Diſciples of things 
pertaining to the Kingdom of God, and opened their. 
Underſtandings, that | they might underſtand the 
Scriptures. _ , 
2. Chriſt glorifyed is Fat her, by 8 
his Doctrine and his Works to the Father; 
as the Doctrine which Chriſt taught, and the 
Works he wrought, * in their own nature 
3 | re- 
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6 Chriſt Glorifying his Father. 


redound to the Glory of the Father, ſince both 
the one and the other did evidently manifeſt 
his Perfections to the World; ſo the Lord 
Chriſt was ever careful to aſcribe both the one 
and the other to the Father. The Words, ſays 
he to his Diſciples that I ſpeak unto 

Joh 14+ 10. you, 1 ſpeak not of my elf ; but the Fu- 
ther that dwelleth in me, he doth the 

I//orks. After he had appointed Seventy Diſci- 
ples, and intruſted them with a Power of 
working Miracles, he not only glorifyed his 
rather by giving him thanks for the Diſcove- 
ries of his Grace to Babes, but he glorifyed 
him by ſaying all things are delivered 
Luk 10.22. to me of my Father. How little he 
ſought his own Glory , and how 

much he ſought the Glory of him that ſent 
him, appears from what he told the Jews, Ve- 
. rily, verily, I ſay unto you, the Son can 

Foh. 5. 19+ do nothing of himſelf, bs what he ſeeth 
the Father do. 

3. Chriſt glorified his Father, by the Fruits of 
an Holy and Exemplary Converſation in the 
World. He had his Fruit unto Holineſs ; and he 
glorified his Father by bearing much Fruit. It is plain 


he did this, ſince he informs his Diſciples, that 


in their ſo doing they wou'd ſhew 

Joh. 15. 8. themſelves to be his Diſciples. As he 
was Jeſus Chꝝiſt the Righteous, ſo it is 
certain he was filled with the Fruits of Righteouſ- 
Fr eſs; and theſe the Apoſtle tells us are 
Phil. 1. 11. fo the Praiſe and Glory of God. He let 


his 


Chriſt Glorifying his Father. 7 
his Light ſo ſhine before Men, that they ſeeing his 
good Works might by this means be bronught to 
glorify his Father. 

4. Chriſt glorified his Father, by expreſ- 
ſing a becoming regard to whatever bare any 
relation to him. Thus for inſtance, becauſe 
the Scriptures are of Divine Inſpiration, he 
ſhew'd his regard to theſe by citing em upon 
occaſion ; this we find him doing again 
and again when he was tempted of the De- 
vil : But he anſwered and ſaid, it is written, &C. 
So afterwards Jeſus ſaid unto him, it 
is written again, &c. Again, ſince the Mat. 4+ 4. 
Temple was his Father's Houſe, he 
ſhew'd his regard to it, by driving thoſe out 
of it, who by their Merchandize did profane it. 
Jeſus went up to Jeruſalem, and found 
in the Temple thoſe that ſold Oxen and Joh. 2. 15 
Sheep, and Doves, and the Changers of 11. 
Money fitting, and when he had made a 
Scourge of ſmall Cords, he drove them all out of the 
Temple, and the Sheep, and the Oxen, and poured out 
the Changer's Money, and overthrew the Tables; and 
ſaid unto them that ſold Doves, Take theſe things 
hence, make not my Father's Houſe an Houſe of Mer- 
chandize. And his Diſciples remembred that it was 
written, The Zeal of thine Houſe hath eaten me 
up. Again, he glorified his Father, by ſhew- 
ing a reſpe& to his Father's Inſtitutions ; thus 
becauſe under the Law 1t was appointed that 
whoever was cleanſed from the Leproſy ſhou d 
offer his Gift, our Lord ſhew'd a reſpe& to 

| > this 
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8 Chriſt Glorifying his Fat her. 
this Divine Appointment, by ordering one 
whom he had miraculouſly cleans'd from the 
Leproſy, to go and offer his Gift : 

Mat. 8. 4. Aud Jeſus ſaith unto him, ſee thou tell 
no Man, but go thy way, ſhew thy ſelf 

to the Prieſt, and offer the Gift that Moſes com- 
manded. In ordering this Perſon to ſhew him- 
{elt to the Prieft, he manifeſted his regard for 
the Prieſthood, which was of Divine Inſtitution. 
5.' Chriſt gloritied his Father, by frequent- 
ing the Publick and Private Worſhip of God. 
By jrequenting the Publick Worſbip of God, which 
does in a very pecuhar manner tend to 
maintain God's Honour and Glory in the 
World; upon which account it is with- 
out queſtion preferable to the Private Wor- 
ſhip of God, which how conducive ſoever it 
may be to a Perſon's private Benefit, can't be 
ſaid ſo directly to redound to the Honour and 
Glory of God as the Publick Worſhip of God 
docs. Now our Lord Jeſus Chriſt did thus 
glorify his Father; He lov'd the Habitation of 
(God's Houſe, and the Place where his Honour 
dwelt. He often went to the Houſe of God, and 
frequently reſorted to the Place where Prayer 
was wont to be made ; thus did he reverence his 
Father's Sanctuary, and glorify him before all the 
People. Upon ſolemn Occaſions we find him 
{till reſorting to the Temple; And the Jews 
Paſſover was at hand, and Jeſus went up to Je- 
1 ruſalem, and was found in the Temple, 
13. Oc. After this we read that there 

. . was 


Chriſt Glorihing his Father. 9 
was a Feaſt of the Jews, and Jeſiu 
went up to Jeruſalem. Again, when 
becauſe the Fews ſought to kill him, he wou'd 
hardly be ſeen to walk in Jury, we find him 
going privately up to obſerve the 
Feaſt of Tabernacles. Again, we read Joh. 7.10. 
of his coming to the Feaſt, to which 
much People was come ; at which time there were: 
many that took Branches of Palm-\trees, 
aud went forth to meet him, and cried Joh. 1212. 
Huſannal, Bleſſed is the King of Iſrael 13. 
that cometh in the Nume of the Lord. 
As upon ſolemn Occaſions he honoured God: 
by reſorting to the Temple, ſo he honour'd 
him by frequenting the Synagogues on Sab- 
bath-days . It was cuſtomary with the Je7vs- 
to aſſemble themſelves together upon Sabbath-- 
days in their Synagogues, there to hear God's. 
Holy Word, and offer up to him their joynt: 
Supplications ; now this Cuſtom our Bletled- 
Saviour did conſcientiouſly obſerve ; for 
we read that he came to Nazareth 
where he had been brought up, and as Luk. 4. 16. 
his cuſtom was, he went into the Syna- 
gogue on the Sabbath-day, and ſtood up for to read 
His going to the Synagogue was not an occa- 
ſional accidental thing, no, it is here ſaid, as: 
his cuſtom was, which probably refers to the 
time of his Childhood, fince it is annext to- 
the mention made of his being brought up; 
whilſt he was brought up, it was his cuſtom: 
to go into the Synagogue on the Sabbath-days,. 
B F. thoꝰ 
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10  Chrift Glorifhing his Father. 
tho till he entred upon his publick Miniſtry, 
we can hardly ſuppoſe that it was cuſtomary 
for him ro read and open the Scriptures there 
for the Benefit of others. We read again, that 
when the Sabbath-day was come, he be- 
gan to teach in the Synagogues, and ma- 
my hearing him were aſtoniſhed, &c. It 
is plain then that our Bleſſed Saviour did not 
forſaxe the aſſembling of himjelf with others for the 
Publick Worſhip of God, as the manner of ſome ts. 
He glorify'd his Father, as by the publick ſo 
by the private V/orſhip of him; he glority'd him 
by offering up to him the Sacrifices of Prayer 
and Praiſe ; theſe Sacrifices, as they are well- 
pleafing to God, ſo they tend to his Honour; 
in Prayer many of the Divine Perfections are 
recognized, ſuch as his Power, his Wiſdom, 
his Goodneſs, &c. and the offering up of 
Praiſe is a direct Acknowledgment of God's 
glorious Perfections, inſomuch as that God 
buy the Pſalmiſt ſays, He that offers 
Pſ, 50. 23. Praiſe, glorifies me. Now theſe Sacri- 
fices, which tend ſo much to the 
Glory of God, we find Chriſt frequently offer- 
ing up. He was often /ifring up his Heart with 
Hi Hands to his Father in the Heavens, and he 
was not ſeldom employd in Praiſing the 
Lord with all bis Heart, and ſhewing forth his 
marvellous Works. He prais'd the Lord with a 
Seng, (witneſs the Hymn he ſang with his Dif- 
ciples the Night in which he was betray d) 
and magnify d him with Thankſgiving, N 
; foo 
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ferings I am now about to undergo, fo great, 


Chriſt Glorifying his Father. 11 
doubtleſs pleas'd the Lord better than an Ox or 
Bullock that hath Horns and Hoofs. 

176; quan? hg his Father, by his Death; 
as he glorified his Father by the Fruits of an 
active Obedience to. his Father's Will, ſo did 
he by this glorious Inſtance of Paſſive Obedi- 
ence. When our Lord foretold Peters Death, 
it is ſaid, this ſpake he ſignifying by what 
Death he jhou'd glorify God; whereby Joh. 219. 
it appears that the Death of God's 

Servants ſometimes tends to his Glory ; it 
mult needs tend to his Honour,to haye thoſe 
Servants that are willing to teſtifie their Love 
to him, not only by keeping his Command- 
ments,but by laying down their Lives for him; 
it cannot chuſe but tend to his Honour to 
have ſuch a glorious Teſtimony given to the 
Truths of Religion, as there is by the Death 
and Sufferings of his Faithful Servants : But 
doubtleſs Chriſt by laying down his Life glori- 
fied his Father at a higher rate than any other 
Perſon can be ſuppos'd to do. When he prays, 
Father, glorifie thy Name, he ſeems particular- 
ly to refer to his own Death, as appears from 
the Context, Now is my Soul trou- 
bled, and what fhall I ſay ? Father, Jobs MT 
fave me from this Hour; but for ths - * 
cauſe came I to this Hour; Father, glorify thy 
Name, . d. tho I have a great dread of the Suf- 


as that I could be glad to be ſavd from the 
approaching Hour, yet I am content to 


* 
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12 Chriſt Glorifying his Father. 
undergo them, or to ſuffer any thing, that thy 
Name may be glorified. If it might conſiſt 
with the Honour of thy Perfections to ſave 
Sinners without my undergoing ſuch bitter 
Suficrings, I could be glad to be ſav'd from 
this Hour; but however, if the Honout of 
thy Perfections otherwiſe require, I am ready 
to ſuffer; Father, glorify thy Name. Chriſt did 
very much glority his Father by his Death; 
4 was it not for the Honour of his Father that 
he ſhew'd ſuch a reſpe& to the Commandment 
e receivd from him, about laying 
Joh. 10.18. down his Life as readily to do it, 
| tho' had he not been willing zone 
could have taken away his Life from him ? Was 
it not for the Honour of his Father, that by 
dying he gave ſuch a Teſtimony to the Truths 
of God, which he was ſent into the World to 
declare? Upon which account he told Pontius 
Pilate à little before his Death, To this ed 
| duns I born, and for this cauſe came I 
I Joh-18.37. into the World, that Tſhou'd bear wit- 
| neſs to the Truth. Was it not for the 
Honour of his Father to have his Perfections 
rendred ſo- illuſtrious to the Eye of the World, 
as they were by the Death of Chriſt ? Here- 
by the Wiſdom, Holineſs, Juſtice, Goodneſs, 
Truth and Faithfulneſs of the Ning Eternal, 
were in a: very glorious manner. exhibited to 
the Eyes of Sinners. Chriſt by dying gave a 
clear Teſtimony to the World of the Holi- 
neſs and Juſtice of God, ſince it was upon the 
. account 
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account of Sin that Chriſt thus became a Sacri- 
fice, and God wou'd not be reconcil'd to Sin- 
ners but upon the account of ſuch a coſtly Sa- 
crifice; hereby he gave a clear Teſtimony of 
his Father's Goodneſs and Love to Sinners, 
ſince he was pleas'd to deliver him up to die 
for Sinners, and does accept of his Death as 
an atoning Sacrifice in the behalf of Sinners: 
Hereby he alſo gave a clear Teſtimony to the 
matchleſs Wiſdom of God, ſince the Death of 
Chriſt was an excellent Expedient contriv'd 
by the Father for the Salvation of Sinners, 
conſiſtently with the Honour of all his Per- 
fections. Hereby alſo he gave a clear Teſti- 
mony to the Truth and Faithfulneſs. of God, 
who had ſo early foretold and promis'd, that 
the Seed of the Woman ſhou'd break the Ser pent” s 
Head, at ſuch time as the Serpent bruis d his 
Heel; now when Chriſt died then might it be 
ſaid that the Seed of the Woman broke the 
Serpent's Head, then alſo might it be ſaid 
that the Serpent bruis d his Heel. This minds 
me to add further, was it not for the Ho- 
nour of the Father to have his Enemy Satan 
ſpoil'd and bafled ? Now this Chriſt _ 
did by dying, Through Death he de. Heb, 2. 14, 
deſtroy d him that had the Power of 
Death, i. e. the Devil. Having ſpoil'd' Col. 2. 15. 
Principalities and Powers, he made a _ 
Heu of them openly, triumphing over them in his 


Croſs. Finally, was it not for the Honour of ³⁵ 


rhe Father to have many of his Creatures re- 
Ka. d 
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fcu'd from a Vaſſalage to Satan, in which State 


they did nothing but difſhonour him: and 


brought into a State of happy Subjection to 


himſelf, in which they are for a Name and for 
a Praiſe, and for a Glory to him? How much 
then did Chriſt by dying glorify his Father, 
fince by this means he has delivered many 
Sinners from a- wretched Captivity to Satan, 
and brought 'em to God, even to a State of 
Friendſhip with and SubjeRion to this Bleſſed 


4 | 
Being! 


7. And laſtly, Chriſt may be faid to have 
glority'd his Father, by teaching us and others 
to aſcribe Glory to Him. Thus he did in that 
Prayer which he taught his Diſciples, which 
concludes with aſcribing Glory to him, For 
thine is the Kingdom, thePower and the Glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

Thus have we feen in how many reſpects 


our Lord Chriſt glorified his Father whilſt 


uponEarth ; he might vgry well ſay as he did a 
little before he left this Earth, and went to Hea- 
2 ven, I have glorified thee on the Earth, I 
Joha7 4.5. hate finiſhed the Mork which thou ga- 
veſt me to do, and now, O Father, glo- 


rify thou me with thine own felf, with the Glory 


which Thad with thee before the World was. As 
a Son honoureth his Father, ſo did this well- 


beloved Son of God honour God, even his 
Father. Nay, no Son was ever ſo careful to 


honour an earthly Parent as this Son was to 
honour his Father in Heaven ; he might with 
a great 
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a great deal of aflurance therefore ſpeak as 
ne did not long before his Death, 
Now is the Son of Man glorified, and Job. 13.31, 
God is glorifyed in him; if God be glo- * 
rified in him, God ſhall alſo glorify him in him- 
ſelf, and ſhall ſtraitway glorify him. 

(2.) The Lord Jeſus Chriſt was obedient to 
his Father's Will; the Bleſſed Jeſus, as he was 
filld with the Knowledge of God's Mill in a pecu- 
liar and extraordinary manner, above what 
any in the World ever was; ſo he did it, and 
that in a peculiar and extraordinary manner, 
beyond what any of the Sons of Adam are 
capable of. The doing of his Father's Will 
he declares to be the End of his comin 
into the World, and this was the Buſineſs 
which he followed whilſt he had his abode 
upon Earth; For I came down, ſays | 
he, from Heaven not to do mine own Joh.6. 38. 
Ell, but the Will of him that ſent me. 
Again, ſays he, my Judgment is juſt, Joh. 5.30. 
becauſe I feek not mine own Wil, but 
the Pill of the Father which hath ſent me. He 
was the Son of God, ſent by his Father into 
the World upon an extraordinary Errand, and 
he as a Son obey d his Father in all things. We 
read of his receiving Commandments from the Fu- 
ther; and as the Father gave him Command- 
ment, ſo he did. The Love of the Father was per- 
fected in this Son, which he evidenced by his 
keeping bis Word; he ſhew'd his Love to the 
Father, by keeping his Charge and his * 
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and his Judgments ; by hearkening to his Voice, 
and by always doing that which was right in his 


frght. 
Our Lord Jeſus viclded a careful and dili- 


gent, a hearty and chearful, an univerſal and 
erfect, a conſtant and perſevering Obedience 
to _ Will of his Father. 
| Chriſt yielded a careful and diligent O- 
8 to his Father's Will. He was ot ſlot h- 
Jul in the Buſineſs he was intruſted with, but 
was fervent in Spirit ſerving his Father. After he 
entred upon his Publick Miniſtry, he did not 
neglect that extraordinary Gift that was in him, 
but {till exerciſed himſelf in the purſuit of that 
End for which he came into the World. Thru 
haſt commanded us, ſaith the Pſalmiſt, to 
Pſal. 1194. keep thy Precepts 'diligently. And it 
might very truly be ſaid of Chriſt, 
that herein he fulfill'd his Father's Command- 
ment, for he kept his Precepts diligently. The 
Anſwer which he made to his Mother (when 
finding him in the Temple, ſhe began to que- 
ſtion with him about his tartying behind her 
and other of her Kinsfolks, who had been 
Aare . .homeward) did evidently demon- 


rate his extraordinary Care and Diligence in. 


doing the Will of his Father; How 


Luk, 2.49: is it, "Laid he, that ye ſought me, wiſe 


ye not that I muſt be. about my Father's 

Buſineſs How careful was he in redeeming 
his Time, and in employing it in purſuit of 
thoſe ſalutary 8 Which brought him in- 
ror 
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to the World? I muſt work, ſays he, 

the Works of him that ſent mez whilſt Joh. 9 4+ 
it is Day, the Night cometh when no Man 

can work. He never ſquandred away any of 
his precious Moments idlely or impertinently. 
Exceſſive Sleep, impertinent Viſits, immode- 
rate Recreations, and a vain adorning of the 
Body, which deyour ſo much of a great ma- 
ny People's time,devour'd none at all of his. 
He never ſuffer d any of his precious Hours 
thus to run waſte. His time was wholly taken up 
in proſecuting his grand Undertaking, beſides 
ſuch Proportions of it as were neceſſarily ſpent 
in the Refreſhment of humane Nature. As 
Time is one of the moſt precious and 
coſtly things imaginable, ſo doubtleſs there 
never was upon Earth ſo good a Hus- 
band of it as the Son of God, who under- 
ſtood its true Worth and Value a great deal 
better than the Sons of Men do. Oh what a 


diligent Redeemer of Time was he, when he 


ſpent his Days in the Service of Men, and his 
Nights in Acts of Devotion to his Father; 
for we read of his continuing all Night | 
in Prayer. We read how it was his Luk.6.12, 
daily Employment one while to be 


teaching in the Temple; Aud in the Daytime 


he was teaching in the Temple, and at 


Night he went out and abode in the Luk. 21. 
Mount that is called the Mount f Olives. * 


A as this was his daily Employment, ſo it 
. ſhould 
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18 Chriſt Obeying his Father's Will. 
ſhou'd ſeem that he entred very early upon it, 
as appears from the following Verſe, where 
we read, And all the People came early in the 
Morning to him in the Temple for to hear him. He 
roſe betimes to follow his Buſineſs, and as it 
ſhoud ſeem continu'd till Night drew him 
another way. Thus diligent and induſtrious 
was this bleſſed Seedſman, in the Morning he 


ſowed his Seed, and in the Evening he did not with- 


Hold bis Hand. 

2. Our Lord Jeſus yielded a hearty and 
chearful Obedience to his Father's Will. His 
Heart was throughly engagd in the Work 
aſſign d him by his Heavenly Father; and this 
made him both ready for every good Work, and 
zealouſly affected in it. He obey'd from the Heart 
the Commandment which he had. receiv'd from his 
Father : He did not do his Father's Will as of 
conſtraint, but willingly; with what an Extaſy of 
Delight and Pleaſure did he enter upon a 
— of Obedience to his Father? Who can 
doubt of this that attend to him; ſaying, 

5 55 Lo I come, in the Volume of the Book 
Pal. 40+7,8+ it is written of me, I delight to do 

thy Will, Omy God ; yea, thy Law is 
in my Heart. He eſteemed it his Meat to do the 

Will of him that ſent him, and to finiſh 
Joly 4. 34. his Mork. He ſervd his Father with 
| | Gladneſs of Heart, and delighted him- 
|. ſelf greatly in his Commandments. He rejoys'd in the 
| Hay of God's Teſtimonies more than in all Riches ; 

8 more 
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more, yea far more than in all the Wealth, the 
Delights, the Honours of a vain World. He was 
then in his proper and delightful Element, when 
he was doing the Mill of him that ſent him; and 
truly he was never out of his Element, ſince 
he was always thus employ'd. 

{ 3. Our Lord Jcſus yielded an wniverſal and 
perfect Obedience to his Father's Will. What- 
ſoever he ought to have done he did, and left no- 
thing undone. He kept the whole Law without 
| ſo much as offending in one Point. He was per- 
fectly righteors before God, even his Father, and 
wall d in all his Ordinances and Commandments 
blameleſs. Whatſoever things are true, whatſoever 
things are honeſt, whatſoever things are juſt, what- 
ſoe ver things are pure, whatſoever things are lovely, 
whatſoever things are of good report, if there was 
any Vertue or Praiſe in em, he ſtill thought of, and 
did ſuch things. He intirely alſtaiu d from all ap- 
pearance of evil; and whatſoever is an Abominati- 
on to the Lord, be utterly deteſted. He follow'd 
the Lord fully, and provided for things honeſt 
not only in the fight of God, but Man. He intirely 
cut off occaſion from them that defir d occaſion, in- 
ſomuch that they had reaſon to be aſhamed, yea 
even confounded, which ſpake evil of him, and 
faliy accus'd his good Converſation. He was in 
the ſtricteſt ſenſe blameleſs and harml:fs, the Son 
of God without rebuke, in the midſt of a crooked 
and perverſe Generation, among ſt whom heſhone as 2 
Light in the World. He was ſtrictly holy in all ⁸ 
manner of Converſation, and ſtill exerciſed himſelf ; 
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to have a Conſcience void of Offence, both towards 
God aud Man. He walked with his Father ; and 
according to all which his Father commanded him, | 
Jo did he. The Obedience of Chriſt, as it was | 
univerſal reſpecting all his Father's Command- | 
ments, ſo it was in its Nature per- 
| 1 Pet.2,22, fect and ſinleſs. He did no Sin, nei- 
| ther was Guile found in his Month. Be 
| Heb. 7. 26. was an High Prieſt that was holy, 
har mleſs, undefiled and ſeparate from 
{ Sinners. Tho' there were thoſe that laid wait 
for him, and ſought to catch ſome things out of his 
Mouth, that they might accuſe him, yet he was ſo 
conſcious of his perfect Innocency, that he 
boldly challenges his worſt Enemies 
Joh. 8. 46. to convince bim of the leaſt Sin. In 
ſhort, he was a Lamb without Spot, 
and without Blemiſh. And when he was offer'd 
up, his Innocency was abundantly teſtified by 
thoſe that had à hand in putting him to 
Death. 
4. He yielded a conſtant and pe ſevering 
Obedience to his Father's Will. He 
Joh. 8. 29. always did the things that pleas'd his 
1 Father, and was never weary of wel- 
dring As he had receiv'd how to ml aud to 
pleaſe God, ſo did he herein abound more and more. 
Tho' he met with Difficulies in his Way, yet 
did he hold on his Way. He ran with Patience 
the Race ſet before him; he ran and was not wea- 
ry, he walk'd and did not faint. Having profeſt 
himſelf to be the — he held faſt this Pro- 
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ſe on to the laſt, without wavering ; and having 
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received a Comma dment from his Father, he was 
conſtant to do it. Having began to do good 
Works, he was ever careful to maintain them 
during his abode upon Earth Hand he never 
reckon'd it a 47 rarineſs to ſerve his Father, in 
carrying on the Work of Man's Redemption 
which was committed to him. Tho in the 
Courſe of his Obedience he met with great 
Difficulties and Diſappointments, Troubles 
and Afflictions, yet did not his Heart turn back, 
nor his Steps decline. He was, notwithſtand- 
ing all the Oppoſition which he met with 
from Men and Devils, ftedfaſt and unmoveable, 
always abounding in the N which his Father 
had given him to do. In a word, he held 
faſt Tor which was good, aud continued faithful 
to the Death, his Obedience; to which, as it 
was the higheſt Inſtance of Obedience which 
he could poſſibly ſne his Father, ſo it crown'd 
all the foregoing Inſtances. 
(30 Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt put his Truſt in 
his Father. Truſt in God is an internal A& 
of Picty, whereby we rely upon him for Fa- 
vours agrecably to his Promiſes ; and with 
reſpect to this excellent Grace, ſo frequently 
mentioned in the Divine Writings, our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour has ſet us an Example. No 
wonder it Chriſt put his Truſt in his Father, 
ſince he had ſo 4 a Knowledge of him, 
and was ſo throughly acquainted with thoſe 


glorious Perſections of Power and Nn 
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22 Chriſt Truſting in his Father. 
of Goodneſs and Faithfulneſs, which render 
the bleſſed God a proper Object of Truſt 
and Dependance. No Man knew the Father 
as he did; ne we his Almighty Power, where- 
by he was aDle to do any Thing that he 
could expect at his Hands; h:s Hiſdom, where- 
by he knew the fitteſt Seaſons of affording 
Help and Succour ; the peculiar Love which 
he had for himſe'f, which would incline him 
to grant what Favours he deſir'd; and his 
Veracity, Truth and Faithfulneſs, whereby he 
was ever conſtant in making good his Pro- 
miſes : No wonder then, if having ſuch a 
perfect knowledge of theſe glorious Perfecti- 
ons, which are the Foundation of all Truſt 
in God, he has herein ſet us an Example. 
He ſo perfectly truſted in his Father, as that 
he took not the leaſt anxious Thought about 
Life, or the Things of it, ſaying, What jhall I cat, 
or what ſhall I drink, or wherewithal ſhall I be 
cloathed? He {till committed himſelf to the 
Protection of his Father, whereby he was al- 
together fearleſs of any approaching Dangers : 
He was not afraid of going into Judea, when 
his Diſciples would have deterrd him from 
it, by acquainting him of the Danger that 
TE attended his Journey there trom the 
John 12. the Jews, who had lately ſought to 
8,9, 10. . 
| tone him. He evidenced an unſha- 
ken Truſt in his Father, by his being fo per- 
fectly unconcern'd in the midſt of the great- 
eſt Dangers ; how perfectly unconcern'd do 
| We 
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we find him in the Ship in which he and his 
Diſciples were, when there aroſe a great Tempeſt 
in the Sea, inſomuch that the Ship was covered 
with the Nudes, and the Diſciples thought of 
nothing /eſs than periſhing ? It is ſaid, that he 
was then aſleep. He had laid him 

down in Peace, and flept, as depend- Mat. 8. 24. 
ing upon his Father for cauſing | 
him to dwell in ſafety. He gave an undeniable 
Inſtance of truſting in his Father, in his con- 
fident Dependance upon his Father's Preſence 
with him, at ſuch a Seaſon wherein his 
Friends, he knew, would deſert him; Behold, 
ſays he, the Hour cometh, yea is io 
come, that ye ſhall be ſcattered every John 16. 
Man to his own, and ſhall leave nee 
alone And yet I am not alone, becauſe the Fu- 
ther is with me, We do not truly truſt in 


God, if we do not place our entire and ſole 
Confidence in him; this the Son of God 


did, he truſted in God alone : He never made 
Gold his Hope, nor did he ever ſay to the fine 


Gold, thou art my Confidence; no, he volunta- 


rily choſe a State of Poverty and Meanneſs; 
he never truſted in a Friend, for he very well 
knew that his own familiar Friend, that did eat 
Bread with him, would lift up the Heel againſt 


him : He never truſted in Princes, nor in any 


of the Sons of Man, in whom he very well knew 
there was no Help. No, he entirely and ſolely 
truſted in his Father, in whom he knew he 


had a very great Intereſt, and from vow 
c 
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he knew he could have whatever he deſired, 

as appears from what he told a Diſciple of 

his, who drew his Sword in his Defence, at the 
time of his being betray'd, thinkeſ 

Mat. 26.5 3. thou that I cannot pray to my Father, 
and he ſhall give me more than twelve 

Legions of Angels. 

He gave the cleareſt and moſt undeniable 
Inſtances of his truſting in his Father at the 
time of his laſt Sufferings; not to make men- 
tion of his aſſuring the penitent Thief, how 
that that Day he ſhould be with him in Paradiſe, 
we find him expreſſing, in a very peculiar 
manner, his Faith in God, even then, when 
his Father ſeem'd to have forſaken. him, as 
appears by that lamentable Cry of his upon 

the Croſs, My God, wy God, why 
Mat. «27.46. haſt thou forſaken me? Here, in a 
very endcaring manner, he ſtyles 
God ' his God, and repeats the Expreſſion, 
which ſpeaks his Delight and Aſſurance in 
the Claim he made to this Relation. And, 
after this, he gave a bright Evidence of his 
Faith and Truſt in God, by committing his 
Spirit into his Hands ; and when Jeſus had cry- 
ed with a loud Voice, he ſaid, Fa- 

Luke 45 ther, into thy Hands I commend 
. Spirit ; and having ſaid thus he gave 
8 the hof. Our Lord's Behaviour upon the 
roſs, does plainly ſhew how much his Faith 


and Truſt exceeded the higheſt Flight of this 
kind that we read of, even that of Job's, 


when 
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when he ſaid, tho' he ſlay me yet will I truſt in 
him. When his Soul might be ſaid even to faint 
within him by reaſon of his great and unpa- 
rallel'd Sufferings, then remembred he the Lord, 
and ſtayed himſelf upon his God. 

(4.) Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was often em- 
ploy'd in the Exerciſes of Devotion towards 
his Father. During his ſtay upon Earth he ſt ill 
kept up an Intercourſe with Heaven; he {till 
maintain'd a happy Converſe and Communi- 
on with his Father, by addreſſing to him in 
Prayer and Praiſes. He was careful for nothing 
with an anxious and diſtruſtful Care, but in every 
thing by Prayer and Supplication with Thankſgiving 
he made his requeſts known to his Father. That 
we may have a clearer and more diſtin& view 
of the Exemplarineſs of our Bleſſed Saviour 
with regard to his Deyotions towards his Fa- 
ther, let us obſerve theſe five things: 1. He 
hath gone before us as a Pattern in the ſeveral 
eſſential Parts of Prayer, one only excepted. 
2. He ever pray d for things agreeable to the 
Will of God. 3. Whenever he pray d, he pray'd 
in a right manner. 4. He frequently retir'd to 
pray, and ſpent much time in this Duty. 
Laſily, He pray d every where, and upon all 
fitting Occaſions. 55 

1. Our Lord Jeſus hath gone before us as a 
Pattern in the ſeveral eſſential Parts of Prayer, 
one only excepted. There 1s one Part of Pray- 
er wherein it was not poſſible the Holy Jeſus 
ſhou'd ſet his Diſciples * Example, and that 
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is Confeſſion of Sin; ſince he was holy, Harm 
leſs, undefiled and ſeparate from Sinners, this Par: 
of Prayer muſt neceſſarily be ſecluded all th: 
Prayers which he at any time tender'd to hi: 
Father: He had no Sins to confeſs before 


his Father, or to ask pardon for, as we anc Þ 


the reſt of the fallen Race of Mankind have 


But as tor the other Parts of Prayer, ſuch as 


Adoration, Petition, Interceſſion, Thankſgiving, in 
theſe we find him going before us as a wor: 
thy Pattern for our devout Imitation. Adora. 
tion is one Part of Prayer wherein we Recog- 
nize ſome or other of the Divine Perfe&ions, 
and herein our Lord has ſet us an Example 


In one Addreſs to his Father we find him a-F 
doring him as Lord of Heaven andF 

Mat. 11. Earth, I thank thee, ſays he, O Father, 
25- Lord of Heaven and Earth. In which! 


place he alſo adores him as his Fa- 

ther. In another place we find him adoring 
him as a Being of ſpotleſs Purity and Holi- 
neſs, which is a ſort of Univerſal Perfe&ion, 
and the Beauty of all the Divine Perfections, 
I come to thee, ſays he, HOLY Father, 
Joh. 17. keep through thine own Name thoſe 
it. whom thou haſt given me, that they 

may be one as we are. In moſt of his 
Addreſſes we find him adoring God as his Fa- 
ther; and upon the Croſs, as one in a pecu- 
1iar manner related to him, My-God, my- God. 
Petition is another Part of Prayer, wherein we 
requeſt at the Hands of the Divine ny 
ns ES | ſome 
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but ſome Requeſts reſpecting himſelf we 
| have upon Record. In one place 


not as Twill but as thou wilt. Again, he 
pray daſecond time, ſaying, O my Fa- 
ther, if this Cup may not paſs away from 
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ſome Favour for our ſelves ; and herein our 
Lord goes before us as our Pattern. We are 
ſtrangers to the particular Nature of thoſe. re- 
queſts which Chriſt might trom time to time 
preſent to his Father upon his own account, 


he prays, And now, O Father, glorify Joh. 17.4. 
thou me with the Glory which I had 

with thee before the Norld was. Again, we find 
him in theGarden offering up a Requeſt that 
reſpected his own Sufferings,---—He prayed, 
ſaying, O my Father, if it be poſſible, 


let this Cup paſs from me, nevertheleſs Mart. 26. 
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me except I drink it, thy Will be done. Verl. 42. 
Yea, he pray'd a third time, ſaying the 

ſame Words. After this we find him verſ. 44. 
upon the Croſs pouring out a Com- 

plaint to his Father which reſpected 1 
himſelf : About the Ninth Hour, Jeſuis 
cried with a ud Voice, ſaying, Eli, Eli, 
Lama Sabachtani. Inaterceſſton is anos - 
ther Part of Prayer, wherein we offer up Re- 
queſts in the behalf of others; and herein our 
Lord ſet us an Example.. When he was here 
upon the Earth, as he offer d up Requeſts for 
himſelf, ſo he made 'Interceſſions | , 
in the behalf of others; thus particu- Luke 20. 
larly for Peter, that his Faith might not 
N "DS fail, 
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fail. As he pray'd for Peter in particular, ſo we 
| find him praying. tor all his Apo- 
Jok. 17. ſtles; he pray'd particularly that zhe 
'' Father wou'd keep them through his own Þ 
Verſ. 15. Name, that he wou'd keep them fron 
evil, and that he wou'd ſanttify- them 
Verl. 17. through his truth. Nay he not only 
Ver. 22, Pray ' d for theſe, but for them alſo uhich 
ſhou d believe on him through their Mord. 
Verſ. 21, He pray'd for a happy Unity amonglit | 
24. all his Diſciples, and that they might Þ 
all come to be with him to behold his 
Glory. Nay our Lord Jeſus did not only inter- F 
cced for his Difciples, but he prayed alſo for F 
bis Enemies, for them that deſpitefully us'd him, 
and perſecuted him ; this he did particularly F 
upon the Croſs to which they had fix'd him; 
Father, ſays he, forgive em, for, &c. i. e. let 
em be forgiven in caſe they repent, and let 
not any Means that are neceſſary to lead em 
to Repentance be withheld from em. Thus 
did our Lord Jeſus make Supplications, Prayers 
and Interceſſions for all forts of Men. His Inter- 
ceeding for Perſons when upon Earth, ſeems 
to differ from that Interceſſion perform'd by 
him in Heaven, which is an Act of his Prieſt- 
ly Office, founded upon his Death and Suf- 
ferings; and which we cannot ſuppoſe to be 
performed in ſuch an humble ſupplicant Man- 
ner as thoſe Prayers, Supplications and Interceſ- 
ſions, which he offer d up in the Days of his 


Humiliation. 1 
5 | Thankſ- 
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Thankſgiving is another Part of Prayer» 
wherein we make a thankful Acknowledg- 
ment of Divine Mercies; and herein our 
Lord has ſet us an Example. We find 
him in his Addreſſes ſpeaking of the Glorious 
Honour of the Divine Majeſty, and abundaut- 
ly uttering the Memory of his great Goodneſs : 
I thank thee, Father, ſays he, Lord of 
| Heaven and Earth, that thou haſt hid Mat. Ir. 
| theſe things from the Wiſe and Prudent, 25, **: 
and haſt revealed them unto Babes. Even 
| ſo Father, for ſoit ſeemed good in thy fight. Another 
time when he was about to raiſe Lazarus from 
the Dead, He lift up his Eyes, and ſaid, Fa- 
her, I thank thee that thou haft heard 
me : And I knew that thou heareſt me Joh. 11. 
* always ; but becauſe of the People which 41, 42. 
and by, I ſaid it, that they may believe 
hat thou haſt ſent me. 
2. Our Lord Jeſus Chrift always pray'd for 
| things agreeable to the Wil of God. He was per- 
ſectly acquainted with the Will of God, and 
the Frame of his Mind was altogether con- 
for mable to it, and therefore doubtleſs ſuch, 
was the Matter of his Prayers. We are igno- 
rant, ſhorr-ſighted and corrupt Creatures, and 
therefore we may ſometimes fail with reſpect 
to the Matter of our Prayers; we may poſſi- 
bly ask for many things which are not agree- 
| able to the Mill of God ; which to grant wou'd: 
neither be for his Glory, nor our Good. But. 
this cannot be ſuppos d of the Holy Jeſus, 
+ bs C 3 who, 
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who had lain in the Boſom of the Father, and in 
whom were hid Treaſures of Wiſdom and Know- 
ledge. He never offer d up any frivolous or tri- 
fling Requeſts to his Father; he never 


ask'd any thing from him which it would 
be inconſiſtent with his Perfections or De- 


crees to grant. He ever conſulted the Glo- 
r* of God, and the Good of others, in the 
Petitions which he tender'd to the Father, 
and never ask'd any thing from him which 
was derogatory to the one, or prejudicial to 
the other, which was diſhonourable for God 
to grant, or againſt the Intereſt of others to 


receive. What a regard he had to the Divine Þ 


Will in his Prayers, appears from that Condi- 


tional Requeſt which he tender'd to his Father Þ 


relating to his own Death and Sufferings, | 
Father, ſays he, if it be Folſible, let this Cup paſs | 


from me ; by which Prayer it appcars that 
had it been agrecable to the Will of God to 
have ſav'd Sinners without his drinking that 
Cup which was put into his Hands, he could 
have becn very glad to have had it paſs trom 
him ; but foraſmuch as it was not, he did not 
deſire that it ſhould paſs from him. 

3. Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as he had all 
the neceſlary Qualifications of a right Suppli- 
cant, ſo whenever he pray 'd, he prayd in a 
right manner. It 1s ccrtain that Chriſt wanted 

none of thoſc Qualifications requir'd in thoſe 
that woud pray to any purpoſe : He was a 
Doer of God s Will, and a Worſhipper of him; 
| and 
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and ſuch we know that God hears, tho he hear- 
et not Sinners. He perfectly kept God's Com- 
| mandments, and did thoſe things which were plec- 
ing in his fight ; and therefore he could not 
chuſe but have an aflurance of receiving what- 
ſcever he asd. His Heart never once condemn d 
| him for the leaſt Breach of his Father's Will, 
and therefore he had always confidence towards 
im. He was in perfect Charity with all Men; 
and he never prayed, but he Jifted up pure Hands 
| without wrath, But as Chriſt had all the neceſ- 
| ſary Qualifications of a right Supplicant, ſo it 
is certain that whenever he pray'd to his Fa- 


ther he did it in a right manner. As, 


| 1. He pray d from right Principles and 
Ends. He had no ſiniſter Ends in view when 
he pray d to the Father; he did not do it to 


gain the Eſteem and Applauſe of Men, as 
| {ome great Pretenders to Sanctity and Devo- 


tion have done. When he pray d, he was wot 
as the Hypocrites , who loved to pray 

ſtanding in the Synagogues, and in the Mat. 6.5. 
Corners of the Street, that they may be 

ſeen of Men. Tho' he ſometimes made Jong 
Prayers, yer he was not as the Scribes 

which for a ſhew made long Prayers. No, Luke 155 
2 pure Zeal for the Glory of God, 15 
and the real Good of thoſe for whom he pray d 
was the Principle that did animate and enli- 
ven all his Devotions. Theſe were the Ends 
which he ſincerely had in view, whenever he 
addreſs d himſelf in Acts of Devotion to his 
Father. C4 © "4. He 
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2. He prayd in a very ſolemn and ſeri- 
ous manner. He was not raſh with his Mouth, 
neither was he haſty to utter any thing before God, 
even his Father. He never preſented any Ad- 
dreſſes to his Father in a heedleſs, careleſs Þ 
and trifling manner, as too many (God 
knows) that call themſelves his Followers do. 
No, as he was always throughout the whole 
of his Converſation in a ſerious Frame, fo he 
cannot be ſuppos'd ever to converſe with his 
Father but in a very ſerious manner. 
3. He prayd with fixedneſs of Heart: 
As when he pray'd, he always did it with the 
underſtanding, ſo he ever had his Heart fixed, Þ 
He never lifted up Hands to God in the Heavens, 
but be lifted up his Heart at the ſame time. The 
Mind of the Holy Jeſus, whenever he pray'd, Þ 
was intirely free from all thoſe Diſtra&tions Þ 
and Wandrings which are apt to creep into 
the Minds of the beſt when they engage in 
this Holy Exerciſe, and ſo to diſturb their 
Devotions. He never drew near to God with his 
Mouth, but he drew near with his Heart alſo. 
Whenever he offer'd any Addreſſes to his Fa- 
ther, he might in the ſtricteſt ſenſe ſay, My 
Heart is fixed, O God, my Heart is fixed. An in- 
tenſe fixcdneſs of Thought did at all times ac- 
company his Devotions ;no foreign Thoughts 
did ever intrude into his Mind, when it was 
buſy'd in this holy Employment of holding 
intercourſe with his Heavenly Father ; tho' it 
be extremely difficult for the holieſt Perſon 
upon. 
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upon Earth to pray without wandring: 
Thoughts, yet it was eaſy for the Holy Jeſus: 
to do it: It was eaſy for him to do it, ſince- 


his Mind was perfectly void of a Love to the 
things of the World, an inordinate Concern; 
for which is the occaſion of a great many di- 
ſtracting Thoughts in Prayer: It was eaſy for 
him to do it, ſince he had a lively ſenſe. of the 
| Majeſty to whom he addreſt in this Duty, as 
| well as an affecting ſenſe of the important 
' Buſineſs about which he addreſt; the want of 
{ which ſenſe is another reaſon why a great: 
many People ſerve God after ſuch an. imper-- 
| fe diſtracted manner in this Duty. 


4. He prayd with Humility and Reve- 


| rence. Of this the Geſtures which he us'd whem 
he prayd are a plain and evident Token. 
One Evangelift ſpeaks of his falling 
on his Face when he prayed, agreea- 
ably to the Poſture of Adoration 
us'd in the Eaſtern Countries. Ano- Luke 22. 


Mat. 26+. 
39 


ther Evangeliſt ſpeaks of his kneel- 41. 
ing when he prayed. Now both theſe 


| Geſtures denote the moſt profound Humility- 


and ſubmiſſive Reverence. He worſhip'd with his- 
Body and with his Spirit too. Theſe ſubmiſſive: 
Geſtures us'd by the Son of God may very: 
well ſhame thoſe Perſons, who by ſitting and! 
lolling at Prayer, out of mere lazineſs and 
indulgence to the Fleſh, betray their want of; 
Reverence. for the Glorious Majeſty with: 
whom they have to. do in Prayer. Lifting up» 
C 5 the 
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the Eyes was another Geſture us'd by our 

Blefſed Saviour, whereby he ſhew'd a be- 

coming Reverence of him to whom he ad- 

dreſt himſelf, Theſe Words ſpake Je- 

Joh. 17. 1. ſus, and lift up his Eyes to Heaven, and 

ſaid, Father, &C. 

5. He pray'd with Fervour and Earneſt- 

neſs. His praying earneltly is particularly 

taken notice of by one of the Evan- 

Luk. 22. peliſts; And being in an Agony, he 

44. prayed more earneſily. And the Author 

to the Hebrews tells us, how that in 

Keb. 5. 7. the Days of his Fleſh He offered up 

Prayers and Supplications, with ſtrong 

Crying and Tears, unto him that was able to ſave 

him from Death. Our Lord Jeſus never offer'd 

up any cold lazy Deſires to his Father : No, 

all his Prayers were attended with that holy 

Fervour, Earneſtneſs and Importunity, which 

he preſſes upon all his Followers when they 
pray to their Father in Heaven. 

6. In ſome Caſes he pray'd with an hum- 
ble Peremptorineſs ; I ſay in ſome Caſes, be- 
cauſe we do not find him always peremptory 
and abſolute in his Requelts, as particularly in 
that Prayer in the Garden, wherein he has ſet 
us an Example of patient Reſignation to the. 
Will of God in all temporal Caſes ; for when, 
be pray'd, Father, let this Cup paſs from me, 
he inſerted, it be poſſible; and added, not as 
Iwill, but as thou wilt. But at other Times, and 
in other Caſes, he prays in an abſolute and 


geen; 


peremptory Manner; as particularly when he 
pray d for the final Happineſs of all his Diſ- 
ciples; Father, ſays he, LI will} 

that they alſo whom thou haſt given me John 17. 
be with me where I am, that they may 24 
behold my Glory which thou haſt given 

me. He might very well uſe ſuch a Peremp- 
torineſs in Prayer, ſince he knew that the Fa- 
ther heard him always, 

7. He prayd in the Holy Ghoſt. It is re- 
quird from all Chriſtians thus to pray, who» 
have but ſome Meaſures of that 
Spirit which reſted upon Chriſt without Jude 20. 
meaſure : And ſince the Blefled Je- 


ſus had the Spirit given him without meaſure,, - 


we can make no doubt of his praying in the 
Holy Ghoſt. It's true, the blefled Jeſus did 
not need the Spirit to help his Infirmities, as 
we poor ſinful Creatures do; but foraſmuch: 


as we find him aſcribing many Operations: 


perform'd by him to the Spirit of God; and 
| foraſmuch as this Spirit is in a peculiar Man- 
ner a Spirit of Grace and Supplication, doubtleſs. 
| he that had the Spirit without 2+ ahh might: 
be ſaid to pray in the Holy Ghoſt. 

8. He pleaded in Prayer. He not only 
pray'd to his Father, but he back d his Pray- 
ers with Arguments: Since God is pleas'd' 
to give us, ſinful Mortals, leave to fill our 
Mouths with Arguments, and to reaſon with him 
in our Prayers, we cannot wonder to find 


the Son of God uſing this Liberty. wow 
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he pray d to his Father to glorify him, he 
backs this Prayer firſt with an Argument ta- 
ken from the Effect hereof, which would be 
his glorifying his Father; Glorify 

Jobn. 17. thy Son, ſays he, that thy Son may al- 
i- fo glorify thee. He afterwards en- 
forces this ſame Requeſt, with an 
Argument. drawn from his having glorified 
his Father; I have, ſays he, glori- 

v. 4, . fied thee upon Earth, I have finiſh d 
the Mork which thou gaveſt me to 

do; and now, O Father glorify thou me with 
| thine own ſelf, with the Glory which 1 had with 
thee before the World was. Again, when he 
prays for the Unity of his Diſcip:es,, he backs 
tt with an Argament taken from the happy 
Effect hereof upon the World, it would be a 
means of bringing the World to believe in 
him ; That they. alſo may be one, ſays 

John 17. he, as thou Father art in me, and I in 
21. thee; that they. alſo may be one in us, 

that the World may. believe that thou 

haſt ſent me. Again, does he not plead with 
his Father, when he addreſſes himſelf to 
him upon the Croſs in that ſorrowful Com- 
plaint,, My God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken 
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times. 
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times to the ſame Effect, whilſt he was in his 
Agony in the Garden: But tho: upon Occaſion, 
as an Evidence of his Importunity, he might 
repeat the ſame Requeſts again and again, yet 
he did not «uſe vain Repetitions as the Heathen, 
who thought they ſhould be heard for their much 
ſpeaking ; no, how often ſoever he repeated 
is Requeſts, they {till procceded from the 
innermoſt receſſes of his Soul; his repeating 
his Requeſts was very different from the vain 
heartleſs reciting the ſame Words in Prayer, 
us'd by ſome Pretenders to Devotion, as 
tho' God, by this means, was to be won 
over to grant them their Requeſts. As he 
continu d inſtant in his Duty, ſo he perſever'd 
herein to the laſt. It is ſaid of the Hypo- 
crite, will he always call upon God? Which im- 
plies, that tho' he may for a time call upon 
God, yet he will not be conſtant herein. But 
as our bleſſed Saviour was very different from 
the Hypocrites in regard to. his Devotion, 
in other reſpects, ſo. was he in this; he al- 
ways call'd upon God, and never deſiſted 
from his Exerciſes of Devotion during his 
ſtay in this World ; nay, ſome of his laſt 
Breath, when he was about to give wp the 
Ghoſt, was ſpent in Prayer to his Father. He 
pray'd with all manner of Prayer and Supplication 
in the Spirit, watching thereuato with all Perſe- 

Verange. | 7 Wk 
4. Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt frequently retir'd 
to pray, ang ſpent much Time. in this Daly: | 
| 19 | us, 
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Thus after he had fed five thouſand 

Math. 44. with five Loaves and two Fiſhes, we 
23. read that he ſeit the Multitude away, 

and went up into a Mountata apart to 

pray; and when Evening was come he was there 
alone. Another time we find him 

Luke 5. withdrawing himſelf from the Multi- 
16. tude into the Wilderneſs to pray; he 
witadrew from the great Multitude 

that flock'd together to hear him and be heal- 
ed by him. Another time we find him r1- 
{ing early and retiring to pray; and 

Matth. 1. in the Morning riſing up a great while 
35- before Day, he went out and departed 

into a ſolitary Place, and there prayed: 

He was upon his Knees at his Devotions, 
whilſt others were either aſleep or ſtretching 
themſelves upon their Beds : His Voice did 
God hear in the Morning ; in the Morning he di- 
rected his Prayer to his Father, and did look up; 
ſince Gol was his God, early did he ſeek him; 
his Soul thirſted for him, his Fleſh alſo longed af- 
ter him; and if our Souls had any Thing of 
this holy Thirſt and Longing, it is probable 
we ſhould not be ſo often ſleeping in our 
Beds at ſuch Seaſons, wherein we ſhould be 
upon our Knees in our Cloſets. Our Lord ha- 
ving a great deal of Buſineſs in the Day-time,, 
retir'd to his Devotions before other People 
were ſtirring ; wherein, as he has ſet all his 
Followers an Example of direfing their Prayers 
to God in the Morning, when they are 1 __ 
reeit 
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freeſt from Incumbrance, ſo particularly has 
he ſet thoſe an Example of redeeming Time 
from their Sleep for this Purpoſe, whoſe 
* hurry of Buſinels will ſcarce afford them any 
other Time. As he ſpent his Day in con- 
verſing with Men, and doing them Good, ſo 
| he began his Day in converſing with his Fa- 
ther, herein teaching all his Followers with 
whom to begin their daily converſe; and 
how much more profitably and comfortably 
might we afterwards converſe with Men, if 
we made it our daily Practice firſt in a de- 
vout and ſerious Manner to converſe with 
{ our Father in Heaven? And as our blefled 
Saviour ſometimes roſe carly to pray, for he 
| prevented the dawning of the Morning, and cry d, 
ſo at other Times we are ſure he ſat up late, 
for we read of his continuing all Night in 
this Duty ; And it came to paſs in 
thoſe Days that he went out into a Luke 6. 

Mountain to pray, and continud al! 12. 
Night in Prayer to God. He did not 

only with ſome good Men remember God upon 
his Bed, and meditate upon him in the Nighi- 
watches, but he refrain d from his natural 
Reſt, and fat up a whole Night in a moun- 
tainous Place, to pour out his Soul before 
God in Prayer ; how often he might do this 
we cannot tell; as he preferr'd doing the 
Will of God to his neceſſary Food, ſo he 

preferr'd converſing with his Father in this 
divine Exerciſe of Prayer, tg his e 
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and the ſweet Repoſe of the Night; I ſay, 
the ſweet Repoſe of the Night; for if Reſt be 
ſweet to a labouring Man, how ſweet muſt it 
be to the Lord Jeſus, after the Pains he had 
taken in the Day-time, travelling to and fro 
in order to do Good both to the Souls and 
Bodies of Men? O what Time did Chriſt re- 
deem tor Devotion ; ſometimes to riſe long 
before Day, at other times to remain all 
Night in this religious Exerciſe? As the Day 
is God's, and the Night alſo is his ; as he has 
prepar d the Sun to rule by Day, the Moon and 
the Stars to rule by Night ; ſo our Lord Chriſt, 
by offering this ſpiritual Sacrifice Morning 
and Evening, did own his Father's Right in 
both Day and Night. In all the Scriptures 
mention'd under this Head, we ſtill find our 
Lord affecting Solitude and Retirement for 
his devotional Exerciſes, which doubtleſs 
very much befriends them : Herein, as truly 
in all other reſpects, there was a perfect 
Harmony and Correſpondence betwixt his 
Lite and his Doctrine, for he exhorts his 

Followers when they pray, to enter 
Mat. 6.6. 7uto their Cleſets, and when they have 

ſhut their Door, to pray to their Father 
in ſecret ; afluring them at the ſame time, that 
their Father which ſeeth in ſecret ſhould reward 
them openly. Indeed we do not read of our 
Saviour's entering into his Cloſet when he 
pray d, for it does not appear that he had 
ſuch a Convenience; but he petir d into as 
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folitary Places, ſometimes into a Mountain, 
at other times into a Wilderneſs ; by which 
retiring, as he avoided a Phariſaical Oſten- 
tation, ſo he took a Courſe which very much 
befriended his converſing with his Father. 
As he preſs'd others to pray in ſecret, ſo by 
abounding in the Practice of it himſelf, he 
tranſcrib'd his Doctrine into his Life, which 
made it more plain and ſenſible to all his 
Followers. 

Laſtly, Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt pray'd every 
where, and upon all fitting Occaſions. All 
Places were alike to our bleſſed Saviour: Tho' 
we need not queſtion his praying in the 
Temple to which he ſo often reſorted, and 
in the Synagogues where it was his uſual _— 
to ſpend his Sabbaths, yet he was far from 
confining his Devotions to theſe religious 
Places: We often find him engag'd in Acts 
of Devotion in other Places ; by which Ex- 
ample of his, as well as by his Doctrine, did 
he deſtroy all Diſtin&tion of Places. Some- 
times we find him praying in a Mountain ; 
at other times in a Milderneſs; we find him 
praying in the Garden, and on the Croſs. As 
he pray d every where, ſo did he pray upon 
all fitting Occaſions : It was a fit Occaſion 
for the ſolemn Exerciſe of this Duty, when 
he was about to conſtitute Twelve Apoſtles; 
and therefore the Night before he did this 
he ſpent entirely in Prayer; which Example, 
(tho' I will not ſay that it obliges his Fol- 
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lowers to continue whole Nights in Prayer, 
yet) I think obliges them, when they have 
more than ordinary Buſineſs depending, to 
ſpend more than ordinary Time in ſolemn 
Applications to the Throne of Grace. A 
Time of Afﬀiction is a very proper Seaſon 
for the Exerciſe of this Duty ; 7s 

James 5. any Man afflicted, ſays St. James, let 
13. him pray, Now our Lord, when 

he was afflicted, he pray d, even 

then when his Soul was exceeding ſorrowful even 
unto Death: He call 'd upon the Lord in the time 
of Trouble, and poured out his Soul before him. 
Again, our Meals are a very fit Seaſon for 
offering to God the Sacrifices of Prayer and 
Praiſes, and at ſuch Seaſons we find Chriſt 
calling upon his Father ; Looking up 

Matth.14. to Heaven, he bleſſed, aud brake, aud 
19. gave the Loaves to his Diſciples « By 

#4 looking up to Heaven, he begg'd a 
Bleſſing upon the Food which he and others 
were about to receive. Elſewhere we are 
told, that he did not diſtribute the 

John 6. Loaves till he had firſt given Thanks. 
11. After his Reſurrection from the 
dead, when he fat at Meat with 

Luke 24. his Diſciples, and took Bread, he 
30. bleſſed it before he brake it and gave 

it unto them. The Creatures of God 
he receiv'd with Thankſgiving, and when he eat 
his common Meats, he eat to the Lord giving God 
Thanks. If the Son of God, who had ſuch a 
Right 
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Right to the Creatures of God, did not re- 
| ceive theſe without looking up to Heaven, 
and giving Thanks, how unworthy are they 
to be deem'd his Followers, who, by their 
Sins have forfeited all Right to every Crea- 
ture-Comfort, will ſcarce own their Obliga- 
tions to God at their common Meals, by 
looking up and giving him Thanks? Our 
{ blefled Saviour, at his laſt Supper, 

' bl:jsd the Bread before he brake it, Matth. 26. 
and as ſoon as he took the Cup he 2s, 27. 
gave God Thanks. | 


II. We come now to conſider our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt in his Behaviour towards Men. 


(I.) He was very free in converſing with 
Men. (2.) He injurd no Perſon, but was 
exactly Juſt. (3.) He was of a very peace- 
able and inoffenſive Behaviour. (4.) He evi- 
denced himſelf an hearty and entire Lover 
of Men. (5.) He us'd his Tongue aright, 
and for the Benefit of thoſe he convers'd 
with. (6.) He evidenc'd himſelf to be a 
Perſon of extraordinary and profound Wis- 
dom. (Laſtly,) He was conſcientious in per- 
forming relative Duties. 

(I.) Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was very free 
in converſing with Men. He was of a free 
Converſation ; and tho' we often find him 
ſeeking Retirement, whereby he might have 
a better Opportunity of converſing we BA 
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Father in Heaven, yet he was far from ſhun- 
ning all Converſe with Men; he did not in 
an haughty Manner diſdain to converſe with 
ſinful Creatures, tho' it muſt be own'd an 
Act of great Condeſcenſion in this excellent, 
this divine Perſon, to keep Company with 
any, tho' he needed leſs than any the Socie- 
ty of others; nay, tho' he knew always how 
to be better Company to himſelf than any 
one elſe could be to him, he did not upon 
theſe Accounts ſlight and deſpiſe the Society 
of Men; tho' he was of ſpotleſs Purity, yet 
he never ſaid to any Sinners in a ſcornful 
Manner, Stand off, for I am bolier than thou. 


Tho' when he was alone he was in a ſenſe 


uct alone, for he had the Father to converſe 
with; yet how much he choſe not to be 
alone, appears from the Hiſtory of his Lite 
and Actions amongſt Men; he frequently 
left converſing with his Father, for the ſake 
of converfing with ſinful Men; herein plain- 
ly ſhewing to the World, that the whole of 
a religious Perſon's Time is not to be ſpent 
in Acts of Devotion to their Father in Hea- 
ven: Whatever Shew of Religion may be in 
this, yet thoſe that would We the moſt 
holy religious Perſon that ever was upon 
Earth, muſt ſometimes quit their Cloſets, 
and leave converſing with God in Acts of 
Piety and Devotion, for the ſake of conver- 
ſing with Men by Acts of Juſtice and Cha- 
rity. Our bleſſed Saviour did by no 2 
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affect to lead the Life of a Recluſe from the 
World whilſt he was in the World; no, he 
preferr'd converſing with Men, and doing 
Good in the World, before this Life ; which 
ſhews us, that the Life of a Recluſe, or a 
Life ſpent in religious Retirement, is not 
the moſt excellent Kind of Life, whatever 
ſome Men may pretend. Tho' our bleſſed 
Saviour needed not the Company of others, 
yet he very well knew that there were thoſe 
that needed his Company, and therefore he 
aſſociated with them: Tho' he was always 
better Company to himſelf, than it was poſ- 
ſible for others to be to him, yet that others 
might be the better for his Company, he 
vouchſaf d it to them. He did not ſay to 
others, Stand off, for I am holier than thou ; 
but becauſe he was holier than others, he 
convers'd with them, that ſo he might make 
them holy. Our blefled Saviour did not 
lead ſuch an auſtere unſociable Life as his 
Fore-runner, John the Baptiſt, did; no, he was 
of a more free and familiar Temper ; and 
therefore it is ſaid of John, that he came nei- 
ther eating nor drinking, but of the Sou of Man 
that he did both, he came eating and drinking. 
The perverſe Natures of Men led them to 
quarrel with theſe two different Diſpenſati- 
ons, which God made uſe of for the reform- 
ing of Mankind ; becauſe John came neither 
eating nor drinking, therefore they ſaid of him 
that he had a Devil; they look d upon him 
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as a poor melancholy Man, under the Influ- 
ence of an evil Spirit; on the contrary, 
when the Son of Man came eating and drinking, 
they ſaid, Behold a gluttonons Man and a Mine- 
bilber, a Friend of Publicans and Sinners; they 
cenſurd him as tho' he had been 
Matth. 11. a boon Companion, and one that 
18,19. lov'd to make much of himſelf. 
Chriſt ſo freely convers'd with Pub- 
licans and Sinners, (which he did, that by 
this Means he might have an Opportunity 
of doing them good) that he was cenſur d 
as one of the ſame Stamp; this they meant 
when they ſaid he was a Friend to Publicans 
and Sinners; otherwiſe it is very true of our 
Saviour, that he was a Friend of Publicans and 
Sinners, the beſt Friend they ever had upon 
Earth. Our bleſſed Saviour was of a very 
different Temper from thoſe haughty ſuper- 
cilious Phariſees, who reckon'd converſing 
with ſome Sorts of Perſons a kind of Pol- 
lution, and who diſdain'd ſometimes to do 
it with Perſons far better than themſelves. 
Our Lord Chriſt was not of that reſerv'd 
moroſe Behaviour which is affected by ſome 
great Pretenders to Devotion; he evidenc'd 
a quite different Temper, by his now and 
then frequenting ſuch Places of Entertain- 
ment, to which there was much reſort of 
| ' Company; thus we read, that when 
Luke 9. Levi made him a great Feaſt in his 
25+ own Houſe, there was. a great * 
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of Publicans, and of others that ſat down with 
him. Our Lord did not refuſe the Conver- 
ſation of thoſe Perſons that did not affect 
him, as appears from his ſometimes eating 
with thoſe that ſought all Occaſions to be- 
tray their Spite and Enmity againſt him; 
thus we read of his entering into the Houſe of 
one of the chief Phariſees to eat Bread on the Sab- 
bath-day. Nay, our bleſſed Saviour was of 
that free and familiar Behaviour, whilſt upon 
Earth, that as he often accepted the Invita- 
tions of others, who were deſirous of enter- 
raining him at their Houſes, ſo he ſometimes 
would invite himſelf to their Houſes ; thus 
we find him inviting himſelf to Zacchers's 
Houſe ; and when Jeſus came to the Place, 
where the Sycomore Tree was into which Zac- 
cheus had climbd to ſee him, he | 
look'd up and ſaw him, and ſaid unto Luke 19. 
him, Zaccheus, make haſte and come 5. 
down, for to Day I muſt abide at thy 

Houſe : And how well was it for Zaccheus that 
Chriſt abode that Day at his Houſe, ſince 
that Day in which Chriſt enter'd within his 
Doors, Salvation came to his Houſe? How 
richly did the divine Gueſt pay for his Wel- 
come and Entertainment ? 

(2.) Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt never injur'd 
any Perſon, but was exactly Juſt. As the 
Son of God never inn d againſt the Lord by 
any Acts of Impiety, ſo neither did he ever 
by any Acts of Injuſtice ſin againſt 8 
4 | | | ar 
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Our bleſſed Saviour not entangling himſelf in 
the Affairs of this Life, nor driving on any 
Commerce with Men about temporal Mat- 
ters, it cannot be expected that we thould, 
in tranſcribing his Character, recite particu- 
lar Inſtances of a Vertue which chiefly re- 
ſpects Mens Commerce and Traffick with 
each other ; but we may take notice of a Ver- 
tue, upon which we cannot enlarge as we may 
upon other Parts of our Saviour's Character. 
Chriſt was a ſtrict Obſerver of Juſtice whilſt 
he convers'd with Men upon Earth; and 
being inveſted in the Office of Judge of the 
World, he will hereafter diſplay his diſtribu- 
tive Juſtice in equally conterring Rewards and 
Puniſhments. | | 

1. Chriſt was a ſtri& Obſerver of Juſtice 
whilſt he convers'd with Men upon Earth. 
Chriſt never violated any of the Laws of Ju- 
ſtice ; he never exacted from. any Man more than 
ig appointed, but that which was altogether Juſt 
he follow'd: Tho' he took Wrong from a great 
many, in many Inſtances, yet he zever did the 


leaſt Wrong to any; no, he never ſo much as. 


meditated the leaſt Wrong; he never devis d 
Miſchief, tho he was in ettect call'd by many a 
miſchievous Perſon. He approv d himſelf faithful 
in all Things, and {till render d to all their Dues, 
Tribute to whom Tribute is due, Cuſtom to whom 
Cuſtom, &c. He was for rendring to Cæſar the 
Things that were Caſar's, as well as to God the 
Things that are his. Far be it from the inno- 
CENT 
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cent Jeſus, that he ſhould do. Unrighteouſneſs, 
or that he ſhould pervert Juſtice. © 

2. Chriſt being inveſted in the Office of 
ſudge of the World, he will hereafter diſplay 
his diſtributive Juſtice in conterring Rewards 
and Puniſhments. - Tho' the Office of Judge 
of the World be peculiar to the Son of God, 
yet with reſpect to the Juſtice of his Pro- 
ceedings, when he executes Judgment, he is 
properly an Example to Men, eſpecially to 
ſome ſorts of Men. In the Day appointed our 
Lord Jeſus wil judge the World in Righteouſneſs, 
aud adminiſter Judgment to the People in Up- 
rightneſs : According to their Deſerts will he judge 
them, and cauſe every Man to find according to his 
Mays. Righteous is this Lord, and according to 
the Work of a Man ſhall he render to him. He 
will condemn the Micked, to bring his Way upon 
his Head; aud juſtify the Rigliteous, to give him 
according to his Righteouſueſs : So that in that 
Day Men ſhail clearly diſcern betwixt'the Righte= 
v1 and the Wicked, betwixt him that ſerveth God, 
and him that ſerveth) him not. Far be it from 
this Judge of all the Earth, that he ſhould in the 
Day of | Retribution flay the Righteous with the 
Wicked, and that the Righteous ſhould in that 
Day be as the Wicked that be far:from him. 
Our Lord Jeſus, in the Day of Judgment, 
will diſplay the moſt impartial Juſtice with- 
out any the leaſt Reſpect of Perſons :. There is 
z0 Iniquity with this Judge, nor accepting of Per- 
ſons, nor taking of 6 No, when he comes 
| | tO 
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to adminiſter Juſtice, he will not accept the Per 
ſons of Princes, neither will he regard the Rich 
more than the Poor. This Judge will then di- 
ſplay his Juſtice, in proportioning Rewards 
and Puniſhments to Perſons agreeably to their 
Actions: In diſtributing Rewards, upon ſome 
he will confer a Prophet's Reward, and upon 
others a righteous Man's Reward ; thoſe that have 
ſown plentifully, he will cauſe to reap plentifully ; 
and others that have ſown [paringly, he will grve 
to reap ſparingly. And then, with reſpe& to 
the diſtributing of Puniſhments to the Wic- 


. ked, as he will ſhew his Juſtice in puniſhing 


none beyond the Deſert of their Actions, 10 
he will proportion each Man's Puniſhment 
ro the difterent Deſerts of the Criminal : The 
Servant that knew his Lord's BÞJ/ill, and did not 
according to it, ſhall be beaten with many Stripes; 
but he that knew it not, and did Things worthy 
of Stripes, ſball be beaten with fewer 
Matth. 10. Stripes, It ſhall be more tolerable for 
15. ſome Sinners, than for others, in 

the Day that Chriſt comes to exe- 

* cute Judgment : They that have 
Marh. 23. been more corrupted in all their 
14 Ways ſhall receive greater Damna- 


(3.) Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was very peace- 
able and inoffenſive in his Behaviour. It 
might be very truly ſaid of him, that he did 


as much as lay in him live peaceab'y with all 


Mex. He had a pacitick Temper of Mind, all 


his 
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his Actions ſhew'd how much he made it 
his Buſineſs to follow peace with Men; 
ſome of his Actions did in a peculiar man- 
ner evidence the Peaceableneſs of his Tem- 
per, and this he evidenced by having the 
Peace and Unity of his Diſciples ſo much at 
Heart. 

I. Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt had a Paci- 
fick Temper of Mind. He ſorught Peace and 
purſu'd it; Peace was what he lov'd and took 
pleaſure in. It was the ſcope to which his 
Actions tended, and whereat he ſtill aim'd. 
There was 10 litter envying or ſtrife in his 
Heart; he was altogether void of this JJ/iſdont 
which deſcendeth not from above, but is Earthly, 
Senſual, Deviliſh, and in a perfect meaſure 
poſſeſt of the Mſdom that is from above, which 
is peaceable, gentle, and eaſie to be intreated. His 
pure Mind was perfectly free from all thoſe 
Vices which are apt to diſturb the Peace and 
Tranquility of the Children of Mcn. He had 
no Luſts warring in his Members, from whence 
come Wars and Fightings. He was perfectly 
free from all thoſe Luſts of the Fleſh, that Luſt 
of the Eye, and that Pride of Life, which too 
trequently do engender Strite and Contenti- 
on amongſt Men. In him there was none of 
that Self-love which is ſuch a Miſchiet-maker 
amongſt the Sons of Adam, and the occaſion 
of ſo much Diſcord amongſt Creatures of 
the ſame Species. He was intirely free from 
all that Pride from whence comes Contention, and 
D 2 never 
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never once did any thing through ſtrife or vain 
glory. In him there was none of that Wrath 
which ſoweth Strife, or that Hatred which ſtirreth 
it up. He had a Diſpoſition ef Mind very 
difterent from that ſuſpicious Temper which 
is always puting the worſt Conſtructions that 
may be upon the Actions of others, where- 
by the Minds of Men are rendred alien 
from each other ; no, he {till put the beſt 
Conſtructions upon the Actions of Men that 
they could well bear, and was in a perfect 
degree poſſeſt of that Charity, one of whoſe 
- Eflential Properties it is, that it thinketh ns 

evil, | : 
2. All his Actions ſhew'd how much he 
made it his Buſineſs to follow Peace with 
Men. He carefully abſtain'd from injuring 
any Perſon, and made it his Buſineſs by all 
means poſſible to oblige every Man. He did 
not like a Contentious Perſon do any thing 
to provoke others, or to kindle {trife, but 
ſudy'd and endeavour'd the advantage of all 
he had to do with. He ſhew'd by his Acti- 
ons how he was for Peace, whilſt thoſe he 
dwelt amongſt were for J/ar. There is little 
Virtue in a peaceable Behaviour towards Per- 
ſons that are inoffenſive and peaceable in 
their Carriage to us, but it is an Inſtance of 
true Heroick Virtue to carry it peaceably a- 
mongſt thoſe of a Contentious Temper and 
Waſpiſh Behaviour, which was the Caſe of 
our Bleſſed Saviour. He liv'd and a 
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with Perſons that were ever and anon for 
picking Quarrels with him; that ofter'd him 
the greateſt Provocations imaginable, and yet 
after what a-peaceable and inoffenſive manner 
did he ſtill behave himſelf 2 He ayoided {trite 
himſelf, agreeable to what was foretold of him, 
when it was ſaid, He ſball not ſtrive 
nor cry, neither ſhall any Man hear his Mat. 12. 
Voice in the Street; and he endea- 19. 
your'd as occaſion offer d to allay 
it in others; thus when there happened a 
Strife amongſt his Diſciples about Preceden- 
cy, he quench'd the Flame by recommend- 
ing Humility to em. And there was alſo a 
Strife amongſt them, which of them ſhou'd be ac- 
counted greateſt, and he ſuid unto them, 
The Kings of the Gentiles exerciſe Luke 22. 
Lordſhip over them, &c. but ye ſhall 14, &c- 
not be jo, but he that is greateſt amongſt 
| you, let him be as the younger; and he that is 
chief, as he that doth ſerve. To ſow Diſcord a- 
mongſt Perſons, as it argues a Diabolical 
Temper, ſo it was quite the reverſe of our 
Bleſſed Saviour's Temper. He evidenced him- 
ſelf a Bleſſed Peace-maker, not only by dying 
in order to make Peace betwixt God and 
Man, but alſo by doing what in him lay 
whilſt he liv'd to unite Perſons together in 
the Bonds of Peace and Unity : He very 
well knew how pleaſant a thing it is for Brethren 
to dwell together in Unity; and he whoſe whole 
D 3 Buſi- 


54 The Peaceableneſs 'of Chriſt. 


Buſineſs in the World was to promote the 
Weltare and Happineſs of Mankind, made 
it his Buſineſs to make Men Partakers of ſo 
great a Pleaſure. He ſhew'd the World a 
peaceable Converſation, and taught Sinners a 
peaceable Doctrine, ſuch a Doctrine which 
as far as it prevails in the Hearts and Minds 
of Perſons is productive of Peace and Unity; 
tho' it muſt be own'd, that through the Luſts 
and Corruptions of Men, it proy'd in the E- 
vent an occaſional accidental cauſe of quite 
the reverſe, even of much Diſcord, Variance 
and Diviſion ; and thus we muſt underſtand 
our Bleiled Saviour, when he ſays, Think not 
that I am come to ſend Peace on the Earth, I came 
not to ſend Peace but a Sword ; for I am come to 
fer a Mun at Variance againſt his Fu- 
Mar. 10. ther, and the Daughter againſt her Mo- 
35536, 37. ther, and the Daughter-in-law againſt 
her Mother-in- lau, and a Man's Foes 
ſhall le they of his own Heuſbold. We muſt un- 
derſt and theſe Words as reſpecting the 
Event of Things, and not the Deſign and 
Intention of our Bleſſed Saviour: It can 
never be thought that it was his Intention to 
ſet Perſons at Variance, all whoſe Counſels 
and Actions naturally and always tended to 
produce Peace and Concord in the World. 

3. Some of our Lord's Actions did in a 
peculiar manner ſhew the Peaceableneſs of his 
Temper. I ſhall Inſtance in two or three; 
the firit is his chuſing to pay Tribute, tho' ir 

was 
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was not due from him, rather than give offence ; 
this he did at the expence of a Miracle ; And 
when they were come to Capernaum, they 

that received Is ibute-moneycame to Peter, Mat. 17. 
and ſaid, Doth not your Maſter pay Tri- 475 
bute? He ſaith Tes ; and when he was 
come into the Houſe, Jeſus prevented him, ſayings 
What thinkeſt thou, Simon? Of whom dio the 
Kings of the Earth take Cuſtom or Tribute ? of 
their own Children, or of Strangers? Peter ſaith 
unto him, of Strangers: Jeſus ſaith unto him, then 
are the Children free. Notwithſtanding, leſt we 
ſhould offend them, go thou to the Sea, and caſt an 
Hook, and take up the Fiſh that firſt cometh up; 
and when thou haſt opened his Mouth, thou ſhalt 
find a piece of Money, that take and give unto 
them for me and thee. The Tribute here ſpo- 
ken of ſeems to be the Halj-Sheke! paid by 
the Jews above twenty Years old to the 
Temple for the buying of the Daily Sacrifice, 
and other things neceflary for the Worſhip of 


God. Now foraſmuch as our Saviour was the 


Son of this King to whom this Tribute was 


paid, he had a Right to be exempted from 


that Impoſition ; but tho' he had a right of 
Exemption, yet for Peace-ſake he wou'd not 
inſiſt. on it; rather than give offence, he re- 
linquiſht a rightful claim. Thus peaceable 
and inoffenſive in his Behayiour was the Son, 
of the Eternal King. And truly none can juſt- 
ly be deem'd true Lovers of Peace, or hear- 
tily to ſeek after and purſue it, who are not 

D 4 ready 
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ready in imitation of this Blefled Perſon, in 
many Caſes to part with their Right for the 
ſake of it. Again, Another Action wherein 
our Lord gave an Evidence of his peaccable 
and inoffenſive Temper, was his ordering one 
whom he had cur'd of the Leproſy, and who. 
| proteſt Faith in him to go and ſhew 
Mat. 8. 4. himſelf to the Prieſt, and to offer his 
Gift ; it might have given offence 

to the Jewiſh Prieſthood had Perſons curd 
by our Blefled Saviour not brought the Gifts 
appointed undes the Law for the Healing of 
ſuch and ſuch Diſeaſes ; to prevent therefore 
ſuch offence, our Lord orders one whom he. 
had cur'd of the Leproſy, to go and offer his 
Giſt. Our Lord was not for drawing this 
Perſon totally from the Jewi/h Communion, 
tho' by his Words and Actions he profeſs'd 
Faith in him, whereby he evidenc'd himſelf 
to havea Temper of Mind very diſtant from 
that of a factious, ſchiſmatical, dividing Na- 
ture, as indeed he did by his own Occaſion- 
al Communion with the Fewih Church. 
Again, Another Inſtance which diſcover'd our 
Lord's peaceable Diſpoſition was his obſer- 
ving the Feaſt of Dedication, tho founded on 
| mere humane Inſtitution; and it was 
Joh. 16. at Jeruſalem the Feaſt of Dedication, 
22, 23. and it was Winter, and Jeſus walked 
in the Temple in Solomon's Porch. It 

argu'd a peaceable Diſpoſition thus to com- 


ply with a pious Cuſtom taken up and ob- 
{erv'd 
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ſerv'd amongſt the People, tho' no Divine 
Warrant could be produc'd for the ſame. 

Laſtly, Our Lord evidenc'd the Peaceableneſs 
of his Temper, as by purſuing Peace himſelf 
ſo alſo by having the Peace and Unity of his 
Diſciples ſo much at Heart. He not only 
exhorted his Diſciples upon the ſcore of his 
being their Maſter, and their being 
Brethren, to hade Peace one with ano- Matth. 258. 
ther ; but he left Peace as a Legacy nn , 
to them, ſaying, Peace I leave with Hun 1 
you, my Peace 1 gie unro you ; nay, 5 
he not only left Peace as a Legacy to his 
Diſciples, but he pray'd for a Spirit of Peace 
and Unity among all Chriſtians ; vei- 
ther pray J for theſe alone, but for them John 17. 
alſo which ſhall believe in me through o, &c. 
their Mord, that they all may be one, as 
| thou Father art in me, and I in thee, that th 
alſo may be one in us, that the NMorld may believe 
that thou haſt ſent me; and the Glory which thou 
haſt given me, I have given them, that they may 
be one, as we are one, I in thee, and thon in me, 
that they may be made perfett in one. 

(4.) Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt eyidenc'd himſelf 
to be a true Lover of Man. Certainly no- 
thing ſhines brighter in the Saviour's Chara- 
&er, than his Love to Men; and he was 
in nothing more a Pattern for our Imitati- 
on than in this; ſo that the Apo _— 
{tle might well ſay, Walk in Love, John 2 
os Chriſt alſo hath loved in Thoſe * 
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ready in imitation of this Bleſſed Perſon, in 
many Caſes to part with their Right for the. 
ſake of it. Again, Another Action wherein 
our Lord gave an Evidence of his peaccable 
and inoftenſive Temper, was his ordering one 
whom he had card of the Leproſy, and who 
| proteſt Faith in him to go and jhew 
Mat. 8. 4. himſelf to the Prieſt, and to offer his 
Gift ; it might have given offence 

to the Jewiſh Prieſthood had Perſons curd 
by our Blefled Saviour not brought the Gitts 
appointed undes the Law for the Healing of 
Auch and ſuch Diſeaſes ; to prevent therefore 
ſuch oftence, our Lord orders one whom he. 
had cur'd of the Leproſy, to go and offer his 
Gift. Our Lord was not for drawing this 
Perſon totally from the Jew!ih Communion, 
tho' by his Words and Actions he profeſs'd 
Faith in him, whereby he evidenc'd himſelf 
to havea Temper of Mind very diſtant from 
_ that of a factious, ſchiſmatical, dividing Na- 
ture, as indeed he did by his own Occaſion- 
al Communion with the Fewih Church. 
Again, Another Inſtance which diſcover'd our 
Lord's peaceable Diſpoſition was his obſer- 
ving the Feaſt of Dedication, tho' founded on 
mere humane Inſtitution; and it was 
Joh. 16. at Jeruſalem the Feaſt of Dedication, 
22 23. and it was Winter, and Jeſus walked 

in the Temple in Solomon's Porch. It 
argu'd a peaceable Diſpoſition thus to com- 


ply with a pious Cuſtom taken up and ob- 
cer ad 
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ſerv'd amongſt the People, tho' no Divine 

Warrant could be produc'd for the ſame. 
Laſtly, Our Lord evidenc'd the Peaceableneſs 

| of his Temper, as by purſuing Peace himſelf 

| ſo alſo by having the Peace and Unity of his 
Diſciples ſo much at Heart. He not only 
exhorted his Diſciples upon the ſcore of his 
being their Maſter, and their being 

* Brethren, to have Peace one with ano- Matth. 25. 

er; but he left Peace as a Legacy Bo 

| + „ JOB: 1 
to them, ſaying, Peace I leave with ho 

| you, my Peace I giue unto you ; nay, ; 
he not only left Peace as a Legacy to his 
Diſciples, but he pray'd for a Spirit of Peace 
and Unity among all Chriſtians ; Hei- 

ther pray I for theſe alone, but for them John 17. 

* alſo which ſhall believe in me throngh zo, &c. 

their Mord, that they all may be one, as 

| thou Father art in me, and I in thee, that they 
alſo may be one in ws, that the Norld may believe 
that thou haſt ſent me; and the Glory which thou 
haſt given me, 1 have given them, that they may 
be one, as we are one, I in thee, and thon in me, 
that they may be made perfett in one. 

(4.) Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt eyidenc'd himſelf 
to be a true Lover of Man. Certainly no- 
thing ſhines brighter in the Saviour's Chara- 
&er, than his Love to Men; and he was 
in nothing more a Pattern for our Imitati- 
on than in this; ſo that the Apo- * 
{tle might well fay, Wall in Love, John 4 
a Chriſt alſo hath loved 18. Thoſe IF 
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Perſons certainly perceive nothing, who ha- 

ving the Goſpel do not perceive the Love of 
this God towards Men. The Love of Chriſt to 
Men is a very copious Theme for their ſeri- 
ous and devout Meditation ; and ſeeing it is 
ſo, we cannot avoid enlarging on this Part 
of the Saviour's Character, which we ſhall 
do, (1.) By conſidering the various Acts or 
Inſtances of this Love; (2.) The ſeveral Pro- 


— 988 of it; and (3) The diſtinct Kinds 
Ot It. 

(1.) Let us conſider the ſeveral Acts or In- 
ſtances of Chriſt's Love to Men. We ſhall 
take notice of Six; (1.) He evidenc'd his 
Love to Men by coming into this World up- 
on ſuch a kind and charitable Deſign. (2.) By 
ſympathiſing with thoſe that were in Ditltreſs 
and Miſery when he was in the World. (3.) By 
doing Good to the Souls and Bodies of Men. 
(4) By laying to Heart the Sins of Men, and 
that Ruin which by this Means they drew 
on themſelyes. (5.) By laying down his Life 
for Men. And, (Laſtly) He till continues to 
expreſs his Love by interceeding for them. 

(1.) Chriſt evidenc'd his Love to Men by 
coming into this World upon ſuch a kind and 
charitable Deſign. This indeed is an Inſtance 
of Love inimitable by all others that come 
into the World, who come into it before 
they are capable of forming any Deſign, and 
who, ſuppoling they were capable of forming 
any Deſign when they come into the World, BB 

yer | 
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yet could not be fuppos'd to come with a 
Deſign and Intent of the fame Nature with 
that of the Saviour's. However, we may in 
ſome reſpect imitate this Inſtance of the Sa- 
viours Love, even by forming kind and cha- 
ritable Deſigns now that we are in the World. 
Our bleſſed Saviour came into the World up- 
on a very kind Deſign; it is impoſſible that 
he ſhould have any private ſelfiſh Deſigns in 
View in coming into this World ; he could 
not herein propoſe ary Advantage or Intereſt 
of his own; could it be for his Intereſt to 
leave his Father's Boſom, to come and con- 
verſe with ſinful Worms ; to quit Regions of 
Light and Joy, and to deſcend into this Vale 
of Darkneſs and Sorrow ; to leave the Glory 
which he had with the Father before the World 
was, and to take upon him the Form of a Ser- 
vant in this ſinful miſerable World? No, it 
was pure Love to others that drew him into 
the World; pure Compaſſion to the ſinful 
Race of Adam that brought him from Hea- 
ven to Earth. In great Mercy did he viſit 
this World of ours: He came not as a Meſ- 
ſeuger of Wrath, to denounce a heavy Sentence 
upon thoſe that had riſen up in Rebellion 
againſt his Father, but as a Meſſenger of Peace 
and good News to theſe rebellious Creatures; 
he came to ſeek and to ſave that which was loſt ; 
he came not to condemn the World, but that the 
World through him might have Life: Satan had 
DR Fs, drawn 


58 Chriſt”s charitable Deſizn 


Perſons certainly perceive nothing, who ha- 
ving the Goſpel do not perceive the Love of 
this God towards Men. The Love of Chriſt to 
Men is a very copious Theme for their ſeri- 
ous and devout Meditation; and ſeeing it is 
ſo, we cannot avoid enlarging on this Part 
of the Saviour's Character, which we fhall 
do, (I.) By conſidering the various Acts or 
Inſtances of this Love; (2.) The ſeveral Pro- 
2 of it; and (3.) The diltinct Kinds 
Or It. 

(1.) Let us conſider the ſeveral Acts or In- 
ſtances of Chriſt's Love to Men. We ſhall 
take notice of Six; (1.) He evidenc'd his 
| Love to Men by coming into this World up- 

on fuch a kind and charitable Deſign. (2.) By 

ſympathiſing with thoſe that were in Diſtreſs 
and Miſery when he was in the World. (3) By 
doing Good to the Souls and Bodies of Men. 
(4) By laying to Heart the Sins of Men, and 
that Ruin which by this Means they drew 
on themſelves. (5.) By laying down his Life 
for Men. And, (Laſtly) He ſtill continues to 
expreſs his Love by interceeding for them. 

(1.) Chriſt evidenc'd his Love to Men by 
coming into this World upon ſuch a kind and 
charitable Deſign. This indeed 1s an Inſtance 
of Love inimitable by all others that come 
into the World, who come into it before 
they are capable of forming any Deſign, and 
who, ſuppoſing they were capable of torming 
any Deſign when they come into the World, 
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yet could not be fuppos'd to come with a 
Deſign and Intent of the fame Nature with 
that of the Saviour's. However, we may in 
ſome reſpe& imitate this Inſtance of the Sa- 
viour's Love, cyen by forming kind and cha- 
ritable Deſigns now that we are in the World. 
Our bleſſed Saviour came into the World up- 
on a very kind Deſign; it is impoſſible that 
he ſhould have any private ſelfiſn Deſigns in 
View in coming into this World; he could 
not herein propoſe any Advantage or Intereſt 
of his own; could it be for his Intereſt to 
leave his Father's Boſom, to come and con- 
verſe with ſinful Worms ; to quit Regions of 
Light and Joy, and to deſcend into this Vale 
of Darkneſs and Sorrow ; to leave the Glory 
which he had with the Father before the World 
was, and to take upon him the Form of a Ser- 
vant in this ſinful miſerable World? No, it 
was pure Love to others that drew him into 
the World; pure Compaſſion to the ſinful 
Race of Adam that brought him from Hea- 
ven to Earth. In great Mercy did he viſit 
this World of ours: He came not as a Meſ 
ſeager of Wrath, to denounce a heavy Sentence 
upon thoſe that had riſen up in Rebellion 
againſt his Father, but as a Meſſenger of Peace 
and good News to theſe rebellious Creatures ; 
he came to ſeek and to fave that which was loſt; 
he came not to condemn the World, but that the 
World through him might have Life: Satan had 
| | drawn 
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drawn the Children of Men into a State of 
Hoſtility againſt his Father, and he came to 
deſtroy his Works : Man had ſinn'd, and fo be- 
come liable to the Wrath and Vengeance of 
an incensd Deity ; and this Son of God came 
to ſave us from our Sins, and to deliver us from 
that Wrath to come, which is the proper De- 
ſert and Wages of Sin; theſe were the ſalu- 
tary Deſigns with which the Son of God 
came into this World. | 
(2.) Chriſt evidenc'd his Love to Men, by 
ſympathiſing with thoſe that were in Diſtreſs 
and Miſery whillt he was in the World. Our 
Lord was very pitiful aud tender-hearted; he 
ftill ſhew'd Mercy and Compaſſion towards them 
that were in Miſery ; he was merciful as his 
Father alſo is merciful. He had a very com- 
paſſionate Senſe of the Miſeries of thoſe a- 
mongſt whom he convers'd; by this means 
he bore other Peoples Burdens,. and at the ſame 
time fulfilled his cn Law. A Stoical Apathy 
and Inſenſibility of the Miſeries of others, as. 
it contradicts Humanity, ſo it did not at all 
appear in the Temper of our bleſſed Saviour, 
who was cloath'd with all the ſinleſs Infirmi- 
ties of the Human Nature, and who was of 
a very friendly Diſpoſition, being a true Friend 


both to Publicaus, and the whole Race of Sin- 


ners. We often read of our Saviour's being. 
nov d with Compaſſion; thus one time when he 
faw the Multitude ready to faint, and ſcatter d 
| „ abroad 


Chriſt Hmpathiſing with thoſe in Miſery, 6x 
abroad as Sheep having no Shepherd, it 
is ſaid, he was mov'd Tvith Compaſſion. Matth. 9. 
on them. Another time, when the 36. 
People follow'd him on foot out of the © 
Cities, and Jeſus ſaw a great Mul- Matth. 14. 
titude, it is ſaid he was mov'd with I3; 14. 
Compaſſion towards them, and healed 
their Sick. Another time, when two blind 
Men cry'd with ſome Importunity, Have Mercy 
on us Lord, thou Son of David, it is | 
ſaid, Jeſus, had Compaſſion on them, Matth.20. 
and touched their Eyes, whereupon 34+ 
immediately their Eyes received fight, 
and they follow'd him. Jeſus was not an High- 
Prieft that could not be tonchd with a Senſe of 
Peoples Infirmities, He evidenc'd himſelf a 
Friend, by ſhewing pity to ſuch as were afflicted. 
He was afflicted in the Aflictions of others, and 
wept with them that wept : Thus when he found 
Mary, and the Fews that were with 
her, weeping for the Death of La- John 11. 
zarus, it is ſaid be groand in Spirit, 3335138 
and wept too: Seeing others in Tears, 
he could not refrain them, fo tender-hearted ._ 
was he: And as he {ympathiz'd with Mary, 
ſo he reliev'd and comforted her by raiſing her 
Brother Lazarus from the Grave. He ſympa- 
'thiz'd alſo with the Widow, whoſe only Son 
being dead was carry d out of the City in 
order to be bury'd; it is ſaid ex- u 
prefly, that when the Lord ſaw her, Lak. 7.18 
he had Compaſſion on her, and ſaid unto PV 
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her, Weep not. And as he had Compaſſion on 
her, ſo he evidenc'd the ſame by relieving 
her in her Sorrow, for he rais'd her Son from 
the Dead. He gave an Inſtance of pure Religion, 
and undefil d, in thus viſiting with his Favour 
the Widow in her Aſflidſ ion. 

(3.) Chriſt evidenc'd his Love to Men, by 
doing Good to the Souls and Bodies of Men 
whilſt he was in the World. To do Good 
was his Buſineſs and Delight whilſt he con- 

vers d with Men here below, he 
Acts 10. went about doing Good; and it was 
38. one of his Maxims, that 7 i more 
bleſſed to give than to receive: This 
Acts 20. appears from what we read in the 
35. Atts of the Apoſtles, Remember the 
| Words of the ord Jeſus, how he ſaith, 
Tt is more bleſſed to give than to receive. Preach- 
ing the Goſpel, and working Cures, appear 
to be his main Employment whilſt upon 
Earth ; by the one of which he did Good to 
the Souls of Men, and by the other to their 
Bodies; And J ſus went about all the 
Matth. 9. Cities and Villages, teaching in their 
35 Synagogues, and preaching the Goſpel of 
the Kingdom, and healing every Sick- 

neſs and every Diſeaſe amongſt the People. 

1. He did good to the Souls of Men, by 
| feeking and endeavouring their Edification, 
He folow'd after thoſe Things whereby he might edify 
others, and he conſider d others that he might pro- 
woke them to Love and to good Works. 

1. He 


Occaſions of Edifying Men. 63 
1. He ſought the Edification of others by 
lay ing hold on every Occaſion to diſcourſe to 
thoſe that were with him upon Divine and 
Spiritual Subjects. Inſt. 1. Meeting with 
the Woman of Samariz at the Well 
where he being weary with his Jour- John 4. 
ney ſat, he took occaſion to talk with 10, &c. 
her about the Gift of God, and his 
being the promis d M.ſiab; from ſpeaking. 
about the Water of the Well, he took occaſion 
to diſcourſe with her about the Living Water 
which he had in his Power to give Thus did he 
ſpiritualize Temporal Things for the Spiri. 
tual Good and Benefit of others. Again, 
when many of the People, whom he had mira- 
cuouſly fed with the Barley-Loaves and Fiſhes, 
followed him; from ſpeaking of the Loaves, upon 
the Account whereof they followed him, he takes 
occaſion to preſs them not to labour altogether 
for the Meat which periſheth,, but to 
labour for the Meat which periſheth not, John 6.27, 
but endures to everlaſting Life. Again, 
from Martha's being treubled about many 
Things, he takes occaſion to menti- 
on the one Thing needful, and to ſpeak Luke 10. 
of the good Part which ſhall never le 41, 42. 
taken away from thoſe that are poſ- 
ſeſs d of it. But one thing is needful, ſays he, 
and Mary hath choſen that good Part which ſhall 
not be taken away from her. Again, from a 
certain Woman's ſaying, Bleſſed is the Womb that 
bare thee, aud the Paps that gave the ſuck, 5 
toO 
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took occaſion to ſpeak of the Bleſ- 
Luke 11. ſedneſs of Obedience; he ſaid, Yer 
27,28. rather bleſſed are they that hear God's 
Mord aud keep it. Again, from be- 

holding the Man that was Blind from his 
Birth, whom he deſign'd to cure, he took 
occaſion to diſcourſe with this Diſciples about 
his being the Eight of the World, 


John 9. 5. As long, ſays he, as I am in the 


 Wirld, I am the Light of the World. 
Again, from Martha's telling him that ſhe 
knew her Brother ſhould riſe again in the Re- 
ſurrection at the laſt Day, he took occaſion 
to diſcourſe with her about his being the Re- 


ſurrection and the Life, Jeſus ſaid 


John 11. wnto her, I am the Reſurrection and 


25. the Life; he that believeth in me, tho 
he were dead, yet ſhall he live. Again, 
from obſerving how ſome when they were 


biden to a Feaſt, choſe out for themfebves the 
chief Rooms, he takes occaſion to 


Luke 14. preach Humility, I hex thou art lid- 


8,9510, 11 den, ſays he, of auy Man to a Wed- 


ding, fit not down in the higheſt Room, 


leſt a more honourable Man than thou be bidden of 


. him: And he that bid thee and him come and ſay 


to thee, give this Man place; and thou begin with 
Shame to take the loweſt Room; l ut when thou art bid- 


den, go and fit down inthe loweſt Room, that when he 


that bid thee cometh, he may ſay unto thee, Friend, go 
up higher: Then thou ſhalt have Worſhip in the 
Preſence of them that fit at Meat with thee ; for 
whoſoever. exalteth himſelf, ſhall be abafed : and he 

that 
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that humbleth himſelf, ſhall be exalted. It ſhould 
ſcem by what follows, that our bleſſed Savi- 
our was at an Entertainment when he ſpoke 
theſe Words, and we often find him making 
the Entertainments to which he was invited, 
an Opportunity of diſcourſing piouſly and 
uſefully; thus, when we was entertain'd by 
Levi, who had made a great Feaſt for him, 
we find him telling thoſe preſent, 

how that the whole needed not a Phyſi= Luke 5. 
cian, but they that are fick; and that it 31, 32. 
was the Deſign of his coming into 

the World, not to call the Righteous, but Sinners 
to Repentance. At the Entertainment men- 
tioned before, he took occaſion to exhort him 
that invited him to ſhew Mercy and Charity 
to the Poor; and ſhews how much better it 
would be to. make Entertainments for theſe, 
than for thoſe rich Friends that would bid 
again; then ſaid he alſo to him 

that bid him, Men thou makeſt a Luke 14. 
Dinner or @ Supper, call not thy 12,13, 14 
Friends nor thy Brethren, neither thy 
Kinſmen nor thy rich Neighbours ; left they alſo bid 
thee again, and a Recompence be made thee. But. 
when thou makeſt a Feaſt, call the Poor, the Maimed, 
the Lame, the Blind ; and thou ſhalt be bleſſed, for 
they cannot recompence thee, ſor thou ſhalt be re- 
compenced at the Reſurrection of the Juſt. At the 
ſame time, upon account of one ſaying, Bleſ- 
ſed is he that ſhall eat Bread in the Kingdom of 
God, he took occaſion: to-utter the Parable as 
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the Supper, from attending which a great 
many invited Gueſts deſir'd to be excusd. 
Another time when he was Gueſt to Zaccheus, 
upon his acknowledging how that he gave half 
his Goods to the Poor, and made Four-fold Reſti- 
tution for any Acts of Injuſtice done by him, 
he tells him, That Salvation was come to his 
Houſe, and that he was a genuine Son of Abra- 
ham, who was the Father of all them 
Luke 19. that believe, tho they had not re- 
8, 9 10. ceived in their Bodies the Sg of 
| Circumciſion ; at the ſame time he ac- 
quaints him with the Deſign of the Son of 
Man's coming into the World,which was to ſeck 
and to (ave that which was loft. By theſe Inſtances 
it appcars how ready our bleſſed Saviour was 
to lay hold on all fit Opportunities of pro- 
moting the Spiritual Benefit of others. 

2. Chriſt ſought the Edification of others 
in divers particular Reſpects; as, by inſtruct- 
ing the Ignorant, by inviting Sinners to Faith 
and Repentance, by admoniſhing them to 
their Duty, by reproving them for their 
Faults, and, lalliy, by comforting Perſons in 
their Sorrows. . | 

(1.) Chriſt inſtructed the Ignorant. It might 
very truly be ſaid of Jeſus, the Apoſtle aud 
High-Prieſt of our Profeſſion, that he had Compaſ- 
ſion on the Ignorant, and on them that are out of 
the Way, for he inſtructed them and taught them 
in the May which they ſhould go. He was quite 

the Reverſe of the Phariſees, who took 1 
rom 
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from the People the Key of Knowledge ; if any 
came to him for private Inſtruction, he readi- 
ly receiv d 'em, ſo as that they never loſt 
their Labour. Thus when Nico- 

demus, a Ruler amongſt the Jews, John 3. 
came to Jeſus by Night, our Lord 
inſtructed him in thoſe Fundamental Do- 
ctrines of Regeneration and Faith in Chriſt, and 
ſhewing their Neceſſity in order to Salvation. 
Chriſt was the true Light, which coming into the 
orld, ealightned Men in the Knowledge of 
God, their Duty, and a future State of Re- 
wards and Puniſhments ; he clear'd Men's 
Minds of thoſe Clouds and Miſts which hung 
upon them, and hinder'd their clear view of 
theſe Things. 

(2.) He invited Sinners to Faith and Repen- 
trance, in order to their everlaſting Happineſs. 
As he made known to Sinners the Way lead- 
ing to Life and Happineſs, fo he preſt Sin- 
ners to walk in this Way; as he taught Sin- 
ners what they /hould do that they might work the 
Works of God, ſo he preſs'd and exhorted em 
hereto ; how often did he call Sinners to be- 
lieve on him, now this is the Work 
of God, that Perſons believe on him John 6. 29. 
whom God hath ſent 5 how preſſing- 
ly did he invite all that labour'd and were 
heavy laden, to come to him, which is all 
one with believing in him? Come 
unto me, ſays he, all ye that labour aud Matt. 11. 
are heavy laden, and I will give yu 28. 


Reſts 
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Reſt, take my Yoke upon you. How carneſtly 
did he invite the Jews to believe in him then, 
when he was obſerving their Feaſt of Taber- 
nacles, In the laſt Day, that great 

John 7.37. Day of the Feaſt, Jeſus ſtood and cry'd, 
35 If any Man thirſt, let him come to me 
and drink; now that coming to Chriſt is the 
{ame with believing in him, appears from what 
follows, He that believeth on me, as the Scrip- 
vole” is vue: hath ſaid, out of his Belly ſhall 
Ver + flow Rivers of Living Water ; this ſpake 
be of the Spirit, which they that believe 

on him ſhould receive: How often did he invite 
Sinners to Faith, by telling them that whoſo- 
ever believed on him ſhould not periſh, but have 
everlaſting Life? As he invited Sinners to- 
Faith, ſo did he to Repentance; we read, that 
when John was put into Priſon, Jeſus came into 
Galilee preaching the Goſpel of the Kingdom of 
God, and ſaying, The Time is fulfilled, and the 
Kingdom of God is at Hand, Repent ye and be- 
tieve the Goſpel. Thus does he joyn Faith and 
Repentance, thoſe great Goſpel-Terms of 
Salvation together; he invited Sinners to Re- 
pentance, by acquainting them what Joy this 
would be a Means of producing in Heaven. 
itſelf, J ſay unto you, that likewiſe 

Lukers.7. Joy ſhall be in Heaven over one Sinner 
that repen eth, more than over Ninety 

and Nine Fuſt Perſons, which need no Repentance. 
Nay, in order the more effectually to gain his 
Point with Sinners in a Matter of the laſt 
im- 
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importance, he threatens them in caſe they do 
not repent, Except ye repent, ſays he, 
ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. Luke 13. 

{3.) Chriſt admoniſh'd Sinners of 3+ 
their Duty. He being fu!! g Good- 
neſs, and filled with all Knowledge, admoniſb d 
Sinners, and was not negligent to put them in re- 
membrance of thoſe things that pertain to Life and 
Godlineſs. He did not ceaſe to tel People the 
Truth, tho" upon this account he was reckon'd by 
many their Enemy. He exhorted Sinners to pre- 
vent their being hardned through the deceitfulneſs 
of Sin. He was careful to wary them that were 
unruly. 

(4.) He reprov'd Sinners for their Favlts. As 
he was perſectly free from Sin in all other re- 
ſpecs, 10 certain it is that „ Sin ever lay upon 
him for neglecting to rebuke his Neighbour ; he 
was both a faithful and wiſe Reprover, tho' he 
did not always meet with an obedient Ear. 
Our Lord Chriſt was a Faithful and Impartial, 
a Mild and Gentle, a Wiſe and Prudent Re- 
prover (1.) He was a Faithful and Impartial 
Reprover: With how much Faithfulneſs did 
he tell the Jews of their Faults ; he reprov'd 
them particularly for ſeeking to kill him, and 
ſhew'd them how unlike their Temper was to 
that of Abraham, in deſcending from whom 
they ſo greatly boaſted, But now, ſaid he, ye 
feek to kill me, a Man that hath told 
jon the truth «which I have heard of Joh. 8.40. 
God, this did not Abraham. Aiter- 
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wards 
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wards he tells 'em plainly and frankly how 
that they did the Deeds of their Father the De- 
vil. After this he reproves em for not belie- 
ving in him, and tells em the reaſon of their 
not ſo doing; And becauſe I tell you 

Verſ. 48. the trubh, ſays be, ye believe me not. 
As he was Faithful ſo was he Im- 

partial in giving Reproofs; as he was true, 
and taught the Way of God in Truth, 

Mat. 22. ſo he cared not for any Man, neither 
16. did he regard the Perſon of Man; this 

was {aid by his Enemies the Phari- 

fees, and truly they themſelves were undeni- 
able Inſtances of the truth of what they 
own'd with a malicious intent; for tho' they 
were Perſons of great Note amoneſt the Peo- 
ple, and many of them Rulers, yct our Lord 
did not ſpare to tell 'em of their Faults ; we 
find him oftneſt engag'd in reproving them, 
and becauſe there was occaſion he ſometimes 
did it with an unuſual Severity; for other- 
wiſe it muſt be own'd, (2.) That our Lord 
was a very mild and gentle Reprover. With 
how muck Gentleneſs do we find him repro- 
his Diſciples, when they put a carnal 

kent upon the Caution which he gave them 
to beware of the Leaven of the Phariſees 
and Sadduces, and at the ſame time betray'd 
their Unbelief upon the account of their be- 
ing deſtitute of Bread; all that he ſaid to 
them upon this occaſion was, O ye 
F little Talk. why yas ye among your 
ſelves 


Mar. 
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ſelves becauſe ye have brought no Bread, do ye not yt 
underſtand, neither remember the five Louves. He cor- 
rected their unbelict with no harſher terms than 
ſaying, O ye of little faith; and their dulneſs after 
no ſeverer a manner than by ſaying, Do ye not un- 
ſtand. It ſhould ſeem that the Apoſtles were 
at this time afraid of Famiſhing, becauſe 
they had no Bread, which argu'd great Unbe- 
lief in them, conſidering how that they had 
beenSpectators of our Lords feeding ſo many ihou- 
ſands with five Loaves and a few Fiſhes; but our 
| Lord did no otherwiſe reprove this Unbcliet 
of theirs, than by minding them of the Mira- 
cle of the Loaves. Again, in what a gen- 
tle manner did our Lord reprove his Diſci- 
ples when upon the account of the Storm 
they met with at Sea, their Fears ran ſo 
high which conſidering that they had Chriſt 
with 'em argu'd much Unbelict ; all that up- 
on this occation he ſaid to them 
was only this, y are ye fearful, O Mat. 8. 
ye of little Faith! Then he aroſe and 26, 
rebuked the Winds and the Sea, and | 
there was a Calm. Again, with how much Le- 
nity and Mildneſs did he rebuke his Diſci- 
ples for their not watching with him in the 
Garden ? When he came and found em afleep, 
all that he ſai4 to them in way ot reproot, 
was only this, Rant could ye not 
watch with we g“ Could any Mat. 26. 
thing be more meld and gentle ? 40. 
The Mildneſs ei tae proof does 
further 
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further appear, if we take the following words, 
The Spirit is willing but the Fleſb is weak, as an 
excuſe for the Apoſtles ſleeping at this time, 
as they generally are taken; tho' I 
Whitby in mult confeſs with a late Learned 
locum. Commentator, |. that theſe . Words 
ſeem rather to be a motive to e 
cite the Apoſtles to that Prayer and Watch- Þ 
fulneſs which he had juſt before exhorted Þ 
them to, . d. Tou have all made large Promiſes, Þ 
that if you ſhould die with me you would not forſake Þ 
me, and this you ſaid readily, and with a purpoſe 
ſo to do; yet let me tell you, that when the Tempta- 
tion actually aſſaults, when Fear, Shame, Pain, 
the danger of Puniſhment and Death are within 
view, and preſent to the Senſe, the Weakneſs of the 
Fleſb will certainly prevail over theſe Reſolutions 


I; you uſe not the greateſt vigilance. However itF 


{ 
abundantly appears, that when our Lord's 
Diſciples were at any time. overtaken in a Fuult, ( 
he reſtor'd them in the Spirit of Meekyeſs. I; 
(3.) Our Bleſſed Saviour was a wiſe andÞit 
prudent Reprover ; to the right performing a 
this Duty is requir'd no ſmall degree of Wik 
dom and Prudence; and as our Blefled Sa- 
viour manifeſted his great Wiſdom upon otherſr, 
Occaſions; ſo did he herein. It is an argumentÞh 
of Wiſdom in the managing of ReproofsFÞ, 
firſt to do it in a more gentle, and afterwardqqu 
in a more harſh and ſevere manner, if the mord 
gentle Methods prove ineffectual; now this 
ethod we find us'd by ourBleſled Saviour; anf 
SITY. | | Inſtanch 
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Inſtance of it we have in his driving thoſe 
out of the Temple that had profan'd it. It 
is highly probable that this Action was done 
by our Saviour twice, once at his firſt entring 
upon his Miniſtry, and the other time to- 
| wards the latter end of it, and juſt before he 
entred upon his laſt Sufferings. Now when 
| he drove them out of the Temple the firſt 

time, he only ſaid unto them, Take 
| theſe things hence, make not my Father's John 2 
Houſe a Houſe of Merchandize. But 16. 

when he drove em out the ſecond 
time he told em in plain terms, that Mat. 27. 
| they made his Father's Houſe a Den of 1 

Ihieves. His ſecond Reproof appears 
more ſevere and ſharp than the former. I might 
:5Þ obſerve alſo from this Inſtance how our Bleſ- 
tÞ ſed Saviour temper'd his Zeal in reproving 
'SÞ with Diſcretion ; for tho' he drove Sheep and 
„ Oxen out of the Temple, he only ſaid to them 
that fold Doves, take theſe things hence. Had 
d theſe been let looſe, they wou'd have flown 
8 away, to the no ſmall damage of their owners. 
| 5. Chriſt comforted Perſons in their Sor- 
a- rows. This appears from ſome Inſtances al- 
Erfiready given ot the compaſſionate ſenſe which 
nfhe had of the Miſeries of others; particular- 
fly from that of his ſympathizing with Mary 
:dYwhom he comforted with raiſing from the Grave 
rd her brother Lazarus, and that other of his 
luYSymparhizing with the Widow, whoſe on- 
an Fon was carried out in order to be interrd 
ncaqwhom he comforted with raiſing him from the 
| | Dea. 
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Dead. Other Inſtances enough may be pro- 
duc'd ; all thoſe Miraculous Cures which the 
Son of God, wrought are plain and flagrant 
Inſtances of his comforting Perſons in their 
Sorrows,and when afflicted. But we ſhall only 
take notice of a few Inſtances of that comfort- 
ing Mercy which appear'd in the Redeemer. 
When he was about to leave his Diſciples, 
which muſt needs fill their Hearts with Sor- 
row, what Cordials did he miniſter to them 
whereby to ſupport and comfort their ſink- 
ing Spirits! the conſolatory Diſcourſes re- 
corded in the 14th, 15th, 16th and 17th 
Chapters of St. John are ſufficient Evidences 
hereof. He begins thoſe Diſcourſes, Let not 
your Heart be troubled, ye believe in God, believe 
alſo in me. And to keep their Hearts from 
being troubled, he uſes a great many Argu- 
ments; he tells them of the many Manſions in 
his Pather's Houſe, of his going to prepare a Place 
for 'em ; and of his purpoſe to come again in 
order to receive em to himſelf. Theſe his Conſo- 
lations are neither few nor ſmall. He after- 
wards comforts them, with aſſuring them thar 
whatſoever they ſhould ask the Father in his Name, 
that he would do; with promiſing to give em 
another Comjorter, that ſhould abide with them for 
ever, even the Spirit of Truth, whom the World 
could not receive; with leaving his Peace with 
them, even ſuch Peace as the World could not give. 
After he had miniſtred ſuch Comforts as theſe 
to them, he might very well ſubjoin as he did, 
Let not your Heart be troubled, neither let it be a- 
fraid. 
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the Relation wherein they ſtood to Chriſt, 
which was as Branches to a Vine; and alſo from 
his own Reſurrefion, which would give them 
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fraid. He proceeds to comfort 'em in the 
following Chapters, and adds freſh Argu- 
ments for this purpoſe, Arguments taken from 


an opportunity of converſing with him again 
in Perſon. He comforted them, not only with 
aſſuring them that the Prayers which they put up 
in his Name ſhould be prevalent,but alſo with pray- 
ing himſelf for them. Thus it appears that when 
Chriſt was about to leave his Diſciples, 
which muſt needs in it ſelf be ground of Sor- 
row to em, He did not leave em com- 
fortleſs. Again, another Inſtance of Joh. 14. 
the comforting Mercy that appear d * 
in Jeſus, may be the Penitent Thief 
upon the Croſs, whom he comforted Luk. 13. 
with an aſſurance of his being that 43. 
Day with him in Paradiſe. Another | 
Inſtance of this comforting Mercy may be 
taken from his appearing to Mary Magdalene 
after his Reſurrection from the Dead: She 
was all in Tears at our Lord's Sepulchre, 
which ſhe found empty, but was at a perfect 
loſs what was become of her Lord; in this 
Condition Chriſt appear'd to her, to her inex- 
preſſible Joy. When Jeſus ſaid unto her Mary, 
ith what a tranſport of Joy may 
ve ſuppoſe did ſhe reply, Rabboni, Joh. 20. 
hich is to ſay, my Maſter. In the (ame 46. 
hapter we have an account of his 
omforting his other Diſciples, by appearing 
2 | | to 
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to em; the ignominious and painful Death 
of their Maſter could not chuſe but have fill'd 
their Hearts with a great deal of Sorrow ; 
his appearing therefore to em after his Re- 
ſurrection from the Dead, mult needs hap- 
pily diſpel that Grief and Sorrow occaſion'd 
by his Death, and not only ſo, but fill them 
with Tranſports of Joy and Pleaſure ; as their 
Troubles did abound by reaſon of his Death 
and Sufferings, ſo their Conſolations would 
much more abound by his ſhewing himſelf to 
to them, and their converling with him after 
he he had been declar'd to be the Son of God 
with Power by bis Reſurrection from the Dead : 
O whar a comfortable and joyous Appear- 
ance was that which he made to his Diſci- 
ples, when they had aſſembled them- 
John 20. ſelves in private for fear of the Jews ; 
19, 20. then the ſame Day at Evening, being 
the Firſt Day of the Week, when the 
Doors were ſhut where the Diſciples were aſſembled 
for fear of the Fews, came Jeſus and ſtood in the 
midſt, and ſaith unto them, Peace be unto you ; aud 
when he had ſo ſaid, he ſhewed unto them his 
Hands and his Side ; then were the Diſciples glad 
when they .cw the Lord; then [aid Jeſus unto 
them again, Peace be unto jou; and afterwards 
comforted them with breathing upon them the 
Holy Ghoſt, that Comforter which he had be- 
tore promiſed them. 
(2.) As Chriſt in theſe various Reſpects 
might be ſaid to do good to the So. ry of 
| cn 


ble Demonſtration; did not he do good to 
the Bodies of Men, who heal'd all manner of 


| t0 hear, the Blind to ſee, Cripples to walk ; nay, 


' the Dead to Life again? Did not he do good 


viour, only as ſo many Inſtances of Benc- 


his Miracles appear to be ſuch, two only ex- 
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Men whilſt on Earth, ſo did he likewiſe in 
manifeſt Inſtances do good to the Bodies of 
Men. Of this the many miraculous Cures 
which he wrought, are a plain and undenia- 


Diſeaſes, who made the Dumb to ſpeak, the Deaf 
and who did more than all this, even reſtore 


to the Bodies of Men, who fed the Hungry, 
(witneſs his miraculous feeding five Thouſand 
at once with the five Barley Loaves and 
two {mall Fiſhes) and who gave drink to the 
Thirſty, (witneſs his miraculous turning Water 
into Wine, for the Refreſhment of the Com- 
pany who were gather'd together to. a Mar- 
riage-Feaſt in Cana of Galilee) ? J now menti- 
on the Miracles wrought by our bleſſed Sa- 


ficence to the Bodies of Men, and truly all 


cepted, viz. That of his ſending the Devils 
into the Herd of Swine, and his curſing the Bar 
ren Fig-Tree. As there was an aſtoniſhing 
Greatneſs in the Miracles wrought by our 
bleſſed Saviour, ſufficiently proving him to be 
the Meſſiah, ſo there was a real charming 
Goodneſs viſible herein, tending alſo to the 
ſame Purpoſe. It would have anſwer'd, ſays 
one, the chief deſign of Miracles, if they had 
been Matter only of E to thoſe 
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before whoſe Eyes they were wrought, but 
Chriſt would have his wondrous Works re- 
ceive no leſs Glory from the Goodneſs than 
from the Strangeneſs of em. It is further ob- 
ſervable, that our Lord Jeſus did not only do 
good to Men in a few Inſtances, by theſe 
Miracles which he wrought, but in number- 
-leſs Inſtances ; we read ſeveral times of his 
healing Multitudes of diſeaſed Perſons, which 
from all Parts were brought to him, and of 
his going through the Villages, healing all kinds of | 
Difeaſes, which he did with the greateſt Eaſe 
and Facility, for he wrought moſt of his 
Cures only by ſpeaking of a Word; he ſpake 
and it was done, he gave the Mord of Command, 
and inſtantly the Cure was wrought : Well 
therefore might the Leper ſay, Lord, if thou 
wilt thou canſt make me clean. The great Good 
which our Saviour did, appears from the vaſt 
Number of Miracles wrought by him, which 
by one of the Evangeliſts is repreiented innu- 
merable; And there are alſo many 

John 24. other Things which Jeſus did, the 
25- which if they ſhou'd be written every 
one, I ſuppoſe that even the World it 

ſelf could wot contain the Books that ſhould be writ- 
ten; Which tho' it be an hyperbolical Expreſ- 
non, like thoſe of God's promiſing to make 
the Seed of Abraham as the Sand upon the Sea- 
Shore, and as the Stars of Heaven for Multitude ; 
yet doubtleſs denotes a vaſt, I had like to 
have ſaid an innumerable, Number of Mira- 
cles 
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cles wrought by the Son of God ; the Num- 
ber of em was ſo great, that the Jews tho 
backward to believe him to be the Meſſiah, 
yet could not forbear crying out, Men 
Chriſt cometh will he do greater Mi- 

| racles than theſe which this Man hath Joh. 1.31. 
done! Foraſmuch then as the Mi- 

racles wrought by Chriſt were ſuch Inſtances 
of Beneficence to Men (under which Notion 
it is that we only conſider them) may we 
not with Wonder and Aſtoniſhment cry out, 
O what good did the Saviour do when he 
| dwelt amongſt Men upon Earth? And as 
the Miracles which he himſelf wrought for 
the Benefit of Men were in effect numberleſs, 
ſo for the ſame bleſſed End did he communi- 
cate a Power of working Miracles to his 
| Apoſtles; The Twelve Jeſus ſent 

| forth, aud commanded them, ſaying, Matt. 10. 
| Heal the Sick, cleanſe the Lepers, 5, 8. 
| raiſe the Dead, caſt out Devils; 

freely ye bave received, freely give. 

Thus haye we taken a ſhort View of the 
Good which our Lord Jeſus did to the Souls 
and Bodies of Men when upon Earth ; but 
before we paſs on to the next Particular In- 
ſtance of Chriſt's Love to Men, we ſhall take 
Notice of Three Things further obſervable 
with refpe& to the good which this bleſſed 
Perſon did when in the World, which do- 
very much recommend this Inſtance of 
his Love to Men; he did good to all forts 
of Perſons ; in doing good he often prevent- 
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ed the Deſires of the Miſerable ; and, Laſtly, 
he did good freely, without any "Reward. 

(10 He did good to all ſorts of Perſons. He 
did not confine the Acts of his Beneficence 
and Charity to any ſort of Men: He did 
good to Perſons of difterent Ranks and De- 


grees in one and the ſame Nation; to High 


and Low, Rich and Poor, Honourable and 
Ignoble: He diſpens'd his Favours both to 
the Souls and Bodies of Perſons in theſe differ- 
ing Conditions ; he not only preach'd the 
Goſpel to the Poor, and taught theſe, but he 
infiraced the Rich and Honourable in the 
Way to Happineſs, witneſs the Inſtructions 
which he particularly gave to Nichodemus, 
that honourable Perſon, who came to Jeſus 
by Night for this End; he not only wrought 
Cures amongſt the Poor, and thoſe that were 
of ſmall Note, but alſo amongſt the Grandees, 
witneſs his railing from the Dead Jairus's 
Daughter, to the Aſtoniſhment of all there 
preſent : And as he did good to Perſons of 


different Ranks and Degrees in one and the 
ſame Nation, ſo did he do good to Perſons 
of different Nations and Conner) Es. His 


Abode indced was amongſt the Jews, for he 


was ſeut chiefly to the loſt S/ veep of the Houſe of 


Iſcael, but his Charity and Beneficence was 
by no means confind to the Nation of the 
Jews ; as an Opportunity offer'd he did good 
to all Men ; he did good to the Samaritans, 


as well as to the Jews, tho' there was ſo 
ceadly 


Chriſt doing good to all ſorts of Men. 8 


deadly a Feud betwixt theſe two Nations, 
that they refus d to have Dealings and Com- 
merce with each other. He reveal'd himſelf 
to the Woman of Samaria, and made her a - 
Tender of the Living Hater, which 
whoſoever drank of ſhou'd never thirſt, John 4.9. 

but it wou d be in him a Mell of Li- 
ving Water ſpringing up to ev-rlaſting Life ; he 
afterwards reveal'd himlelf to others of the 
Samaritaus, and it is {aid that many of them be- 

liev'd in him; many believ'd on him for 
the Saying of the Moman, uhich teſtified, Verſ. 39. 
he told me all that ever I did; and 
and many more believed becauſe of his verſ. ar, 
own Word, and ſaid unto the M- 42. 
man, Now ve believe, not becauſe of 
| thy Saying, for we have heard him ourſelves, and 
know that this is indeed the Chriſt the Saviour of 
the J/orld. He did good alſo to the Gentiles, 
' witneſs his curing the Daughter of the Wo- 
man of Canaan, tho' for the trying 
of her Faith he gave her a Re- Matt. 15. 
pulſe once and again, by telling 22, &c: 
her firſt, that he was not ſent but un- 
to the hoſt Sheep of the Houſe of Iſrae!, and 
afterwards by ſaying, that it was not meet to 
take the Childrens Bread and caſt it to Dogs; 
but theſe Repulſes only gave her an Oppor- 
tunity for exerting her Importunity, in re- 
queſting the Favour at the Hands of our 
Lord which the ſought after, and were a 
means of rendring her Faith the more illu- 
E 5 ſtrious:; 


82 Chriſt preventing the Deſires of the 
ſtrious ; which as ſoon as our Lord ſaw, he 
laid unto her, O Woman, great is thy Faith, be 

it unto thee as thou wilt, and her Daughter was 
made whole from that very Hour. But why 
fhou'd I ſpeak of his doing good to Fews,. 
Samaritans, Gentiles * Who can queſtion his 
Readineſs to do good to Perſons of different 
Countries, when from the Hiſtory of his 
Life and Actions it is plain, that he was ne- 
ver backward to do good even to his worſt 

Enemies. His beneficent Charity did extend 

| itſelf to thoſe that were againſt him, as well 

as to thoſe that were for him; to Foes and 

Adverſaries, as well as to Friends and Diſci- 

ples. He did what he enjoyn'd his Followers 

to do, and therefore what he might with a 

very good Grace enjoyn em, wiz. He lov'd 

his Enemies, and did good to them that hated him. 

O glorious Pattern of univerſal Goodneſs 

and diffuſive Charity ! e 

(2. ) In doing good he often prevented even 
the Deſires of the Miſerable; he prevented 
many Perſons with the Bleſſings of his Goodneſs ; 
he ſhew'd Mercy and Charity before he was 
| *ask'd to do it; by which it appears that our 
| bleſſed Saviour was more ready to do good, 
than others were to receive it, notwithſtand- 
ing they ſtood in ſo much need of it. An 
| Inſtance of this preventing Goodneſs of our 
bleed Saviour, we have in his curing him that 
had been. diſeaſed Thirty eight Tears ; when he 
ſay this poor importent Creature /ying at rhe 
| | Nooz. 


hr me — rs. ee LC IE. . 


Miſerable in doing good. 8 3 : 


Pool of Betheſda, he offerd to make him 
whole, before it ſhou'd ſeem this diſeaſed 
Perſon ſought his Help, before this ſame Per-- 
ſon ſaid any thing to him, as appears from 
the Story upon Record, Jeſus ſaith unto him, 
Wilt thou be made whole ? and immediately 
cur d him. His raiſing the Widow's Son to- 
Life, ſeems alſo to be an Inſtance of this his 
preventing Goodneſs : We do not find that: 
diſtreſſed Woman ſought to onr Lord upon 
this Account,but he ſeeing her was mov'd with 
Compaſſ:on, and ſpake comfortably unto her. 
Another Inſtance of his Goodneſs, may be. 
his curing the Woman that had had a Spirit 
of Infirmity Eighteen Years, and was ſo- 
bowed together with it, that ſhe cou'd in no- 
wile lift up herſelf ; when Jeſus ſaw her, he 
call'd her to him, and ſaid unto her, (before 
we read that ſhe ſaid any thing 
to him) H/oman, thou art looſed from Luke 13.. 
thine Infirmity. Another Inſtance of 11,12. 
this Goodneſs we have in his re- 5 
ſtoring to Sight him that was born Blind; 
we read that as Jeſus paſſed by he 
ſau him, and afterwards manifeſted John 9.15. 
the Mors of God in his Miracu- 
tous Cure; we donotfind this blind Man ma- 
king any previous Application upon this Ac- 
count. We need not queſtion his preventing 
the Deſires of others, many others with hig 
Favours; and oh how endearing mult ſuch In- 
ſtances of Goodneſs be? How much mare. 
valuable. 
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valuable in ſome Reſpects, are thoſe Favours 
which prevent Deſires, than thoſe that are 
the Effects of a vehement Importunity in the 
Perſon that receives them? The leſs any 
Favour is ſought, the greater is the Obliga- 
tion of the Receiver. ET | 
(3) Chriſt did good freely, without any Re- 
ward. He was in a perfect degree poſſeſs d 
of that Charity which ſeeketh not her own, but 
the Things of others : It is certain that our Lord 
did all manner of good to the Souls and Bo- 
dies of Men freely, gratis; he had no Advan- 
tage of his own in view 1n the good which he 
went about doing; neither did he act herein 
from a Proſpe& of reaping any temporal 
Profit from thoſe wins good he ſought. 
What Hire had he from any Man for 
preaching the Geſpel, tho' undoubtedly the 
Labourer is worthy of his Hire ; or what Fees 
did he receive for thoſe numberleſs miracu- 


lous Cures which he wrought? As he did 
the one without Salary or Penſion, ſo he did 


the other without Fee. What Heaps of 
Treaſure muſt he have poſſeſs'd, had he re- 


ceivd any ſuitable Rewards for the great 


Good which he did both to. the Souls and 
Bodies of Men? But, alas! he was ſo far 
from being poſleſs'd of Heaps of Earthly 
Treaſures, that he had not where to lay 
his Head. Alas! hewas ſo far from being 
rewarded by Men for the good he did them, 
that he often met with injurious Treatment 
from thoſe whom he oblig d with the greed: 
e 


Chriſt laying to Heart 85 
eſt Benefits. To do good to Men, and at 
the ſame Time to receive evil from em; to 
oblige with Benefits, and at the ſame Time 
to be rewarded with Injuries, was very of- 
ten the Lot of our bleſſed Saviour whilſt up- 
Earth: And therefore let not any of his Diſ- 
ciples or Followers think it ſtrange, if the 
ſame Lot ſometimes fall to their Share; by 
this Means they are more conform'd to the 
bleſſed Saviour, who often had Evil return d for 
Good, and Hatred for his Good-will ; well then may 
we ſay, bene facere & mala pati hoc Chriſtianum, 
i. e. to do Good and ſuffer Evil, is the Part of a Chriſtian. 

We ſhall proceed to another Inſtance of 
the Saviour's Love to Men. | 

(4.) Chriſt evidenced his Love to Men by 
laying to Heart the Sins of Men, and that 
Ruin which by this means they drew upon 
themſelves. He griev'd when he ſaw 
the Hardneſs of Peoples Hearts, We Mark3.s. 
read how that the Soul of righteous 
Lot was vex d when he beheld the ungodly Conver- 


ſation of thoſe amongſt whom he dwelt : We 


read alſo of David, how that Rivers of Tears 
ran down his Eyes, becauſe Men did not keep God's 
Law ; but certainly no Perſon ever ſo much 
laid to Heart the Sins and Wickedneſs of 
Men as the bleſſed Jeſus did; it cannot be 
thought that any one ever had his Soul ſo 
vex'd upon the account of the Wickedneſs of 
others, as his righteous Soul was, or that 


any one ever wept more 8 upon the 


od's Law, 


Account of Mens not keeping 
| than 


1 
1 
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than the bleſſed Jeſus did, ſince no Perſon 
ever had an equal Zeal for the Glory of God 
and the Good of Men as he; to both of 
which the Sins of Men are ſo directly oppo- 
ſite. As Chriſt grieved for the Sins of Men, 
ſo he heartily lamented that Miſery and 
Ruin, which by this Means they brought up- 
on themſclves, witneſs his lamenting once 
and again over the City of Jeruſalem. O Je- 
ruſalem, Jeruſalem, ſays he, thou that 

Mat. 23. Eilleſt the Prophets, and ſtoneſt them 
37, 38. which are ſent unto thee ; how often. 
would I have gather'd thy Children 

together, even as a Hen gathereth her Chickens 
under her Wings, and ye would not ; behold your 
Houſe is left unto you deſolate. Another Time, 
even then when he made his triumphant Entry 
into Jeruſalem, he no ſooner beheld the City 
but he wept over it, ſaying, if thou 

Luke 19. hadſt known even thou at leaſt in this 
4l, &c thy Day, the Things which belong to 

| thy Peace, but now are they hid from 
thine Eyes ; and ſo he proceeds to foretel 
that Deſtruction, which was fulfill'd much 
about Forty Years after, which is a clear and 
irrefragable Evidence of the Prophetical Spi- 
rit of him whom we believe to be the Son of 
God, the Meſſiah, the Saviour of the World. 
(5.) Chriſt cvidenc'd his Love to Men, by 
lay ing down his Life for em; and truly it 
any do but give themſclves leave to take a 
flender View of the Death of Chriſt, it 5 
eaſy 


Chriſt evidencing his Love by dying, 87 
eaſy for em herein to perceive his Love to 
Mex hereby,ſaystheApoltle perceive we 

the Love of God, becauſe he laid down » Joling . 
his Life for us; and to ſhew Chriſt 16. 

to be a Pattern in this reſpect, 

he adds, and we ought to lay down our Lives for 
the Brethren. Chriſt's giving himſelf for Sin- 
ners, was a moſt glorious Evidence of his 
Love to Sinners, and a bright Pattern ſet be- 
fore em for their Imitation; Mall 

in Love, ſays the Apoſtle, as Chriſt Eph. 5. 2. 
alſo loved us, and given himſelf for us 

an Offering and a Sacrifice to God for a fweet 
ſmelling Savour. The Son of God himſelf 
propoſes himſelf as a Pattern of Love in this 
reſpect, This is my Commandment, 

ſays he, that ye love one another as ] John 15, 
have loved jou; greater Love hath no I, 13. 

Man than this, that a Man lay down 
his Life for his Friends. That our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt died for the ſake and in the behalf of 
Sinners, is evident, as that he died at all, 
and needs not much Proof to thoſe that own 
the Authority of the Goſpel ; we read of 
his being ſacrific'd for us; of his dying | 
for the Ungodly ; of his dying for us 3 
whilſt we were yet Sinners; of his be- Gal. 1 = ; 
ing made Sin for us, i. e. a Simof- 2 Cor. 5. 


fering ; of his giving himſelf a 12. 
Ranſome for us; and of God's laying os 2 
on him the Iniquities of us all. Sin- IIA. 43. — 
ners were in a State of Diſtance 


from 


88 Chriſt evidencing his Love 
from God, now Chriſt died, the Juſt 


1 Pet. 3. for the Unjuſt, that he might bring 


18- them to God; they were not only in 

a State of Diſtance from God, but 

Epheſ. 2. Enemies to him by their wicked Works ; 
now Chriſt died on purpoſe to 


flay this Eumity, and to reconcile them to God: 
By their Rebellion and Diſobedience they 


had juſtly incens'd the Wrath of God againſt 
'em, now Chriſt died that he might render 
his Father propitious to 'em ; hence 1s he 
faid to be the Propitiation for the 

1 Joh. 2.2. Sins of the Morld. Sinners by vertue 
of Sin, were in a State of Con- 
demnation, and liable to a Curſe ; now Chrilt 
died in order to their Juſtification, 

I. 53. 11. and he was made a Curſe for em that 
Gal.3.13- he might redeem them from the Curſe 
of the Law. Sinners by reaſon of 

their Diſobedience, became Captives to Sin 
and Satan ; now Chriſt ſhed his moſt preci- 
ons Blood, that he might redeem 


Rev. 5.9. them unto God, out of every Kindred, 


and Tougue, and People, and Nation ; 

hence Sinners are ſaid to be redeem'd not with 
| corruptible Things, ſuch as Silver aud 

1 Pet. 1. Gold, but with the precious Blood of 
is. Chriſt. Sinners upon the account 

of Sin, were ſubject to Bondage 

through the Fear of Death; now Chriſt died 
ERS. deliver them who through Fear of 
Death were all their life-time ſubject 

to 
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to Bondage. Thus it appears from theſe and 
a great many other Scriptures which might 
be produc'd, that Chriſt died for our Sakes 
and in our Behalf ; he ſhed his moſt precious 
| Blood for us Men, and for our Salvation; 
and if he did, may we not cry out with Won- 
der and Aſtoniſhment, O how he loved us! 
He may well be ſaid to have lov'd 
us, ſince he hath waſh'd us from our Rev. 1. 5. 
Sins in his Mot precious Blood; and 
not only ſo, but by the ſame Means hath made 
us Kings and Prieſts unto God and his Father. 
O what abundant Reaſon have we upon this 
account to aſcribe Glory and Dominion to him? 
As Chriſt expreſt his Love to Men, by dy- 
ing for 'em, ſo it very much enhanc'd his Love, 
that he ſhou'd die ſuch a Death as he did for 
em: As Chriſt's Love to Sinners did appear 
in his Suffering for em, ſo the particular na- 
ture and kind of his Sufferings did add a 
very conſiderable Value to his Love, and ren- 
der it the more illuſtrious; he not only teſti- 
fied his Love to Sinners, by ſubmmitting to 
Death for their ſakes, but in encountring 
Death in ſuch a formidable Shape, in becom- 
ing obedient unto Death, cven the Death of 
the Croſs for Sinners ; which was a Death 
attended with the moſt exquiſite and torment- 
ing Pains, as alſo with the greateſt Shame 
and Ignominy 1maginable. Behold how he lo- 
ved us, and herein ſet us an Example of lo- 
ving others; not as tho' it were poſſible for 
5 us 


the Accuſer of the Brethren. 


go Chriſt interceeding for Sinners, 


us to imitate him, with reſpe& to the Merit 
of his Death, tho' we may with reſpe& to 
the Love and Charity which he expreſt in 
laying down his Lite. 

(6.) As Chriſt expreſt his Love to Men by 
dying for em, ſo he continues to do it, by his 
living to make Interceſſion for em As he ch- 
ed for the Sins of Men, ſo he roſe again for their 
Juſtification ; and riſing again, aſcended to the 
right Hund of God, where he lives making Iater- 
ceſſion for Sinners, He ſhews his Love to Sin- 
ners in becoming their Advocate with the 
Father; if any Man fir, we have an Advocate 
with the Father, Jeſus Christ the Righteous. 
How well is it for Sinners that they have 
ſuch an Advocate with the Father; for this 
their Redeemer is ſtrong, he throughly pleads their 
Cauſe. Chriſt as a bleſſed Advocate, anſwers 
the Accuſations and n alledg'd a- 
gainſt Sinners by their own Sins, and Satan 
Theſe Enemies 
appear againſt Sinners, and cry for Vengeance 
upon 'em ; but Jeſus, as a kind Friend, ap- 
pears in the Preſence of his Father for 'em, 


and pleads for Mercy in their behalf. The 


Cry of theſe Enemies ſeems to be to this 
Effect, Lord, how long? Wilt thou not avenge 
thyſelf upon ſuch perverſe and rebellious Crea- 


tures, who have bid ſuch Defiance to thine 
Authority, and caſt ſo great a Contempt up- 
on the reſt of thy glorious Perfections? But 


now the blefled Jeſus, in a way ſuitable bo 
the 
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the high Dignity whereto he is advancd in 
the heavenly Places, ſupplicates that Favour 
may be /hewn to Sinners, that Space may be 
afforded 'em wherein to Repent, that Grace 
may be vouchſat'd to em ſujjicieut for this 
Purpoſe, and that a Pardon may be granted 
to em upon their Repentance. Chriſt in act- 
ing the part of an Advocate in the behalf of 
Sinners, does not deny the Accuſations al- 
Icdg'd againſt em by their Adverſaries, Sin and 
Satan; but granting theſe to be true, he pleads 
with his Father, that Mercy and Grace may be 
ſhewn them, and fetches his Arguments from his 
own meritorious Death and Sufferings. May 
we not repreſent the Matter thus to ourſelves? 
True, holy Father, theſe Sinners in whoſe Be- 
lralf I appear, have rebelled againt thee, and 
done wickedly, upon which account they de- 
ſerve to die, and fall as Victims to thy in- 
cenſed juſtice; but notwithſtanding this, for 
my ſake do thoa ſhew Mercy to them, for 
have I not been always obedient to thy 
Will? Did I not at thy Command lay down my 
Life for 'em, and become obedient to Death, even 
that of the Croſs, for their fakes? Was not 
wounded for their Tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed for 
their Iniquities * Did I not give my Lije a Ran- 
ſom for Sinners; and haſt thou not promis'd, 
that I /hou'd ſee of the Travail of my Soul, and 
be ſati cid? True, theſe for whom I intreat 
thy Favour, have diſhonour'd thee by their 


Sins; but have not I honour'd thee by a 
Sub- 
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Submiſſion and perſevering Obedience, even 
unto Death? Tho' they do deſerve to die, 
yet let Favour be ſhewn them for my ſake, 1 
whom thou has? declar'd thyſelf to be well-pleas d. 
May we not, I ſay, after this or ſuch like 
manner, repreſent to ourſelves the Interceilt- 
on of the bleſſed Jeſus, which is grounded 
upon his Death and Sufferings, and from 
thence derives all it Virtue and 

Heb. o. Efficacy. By his own Blood he entred 
12. zu once into the hey Place, haviiig 06+ 
taind eteraal Redemjtion fer us; and 

it is in the Virtue of his Blood which he 
ſhed upon the Croſs, and which ſpeaks better 
Things than that of Abel, that he interceed 
for Sinners now he is in Heaven. Jcſus is 
both à gracicus and alſo a powerful Advocate; 
he is a gracious Advocate, for he 

| Heb. 2. is a merciful and faithful HighePries?, 
17- in Things appertaining to God, to make 
reconciliation for the Sins of the Peo- 

ple: He is alſo a powerful as well as graci- 
ous Advocate; his Power and Intereſt is ve- 
ry great in the Court of Heaven, as a Prince 
hath a Power with his Father and prevails. 
Now, 1s not Chriſt's interceeding in the Hea- 
vens for ſinful Men upon Earth, a great and 
unqueſtionable Evidence of his Love to Men? 
Indeed this is an Inſtance of Love, which in 
kind we can no more imitate than the Merit 
of his Death, upon which it is founded; if 
we cannot merit at the Hands of the F 8 
or 
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for certain we cannot plead any Merit with 
him, which we ſuppoſe Chriſt to do in his 
interceeding for Sinners: But yet we may 
imitate the Love of Chriſt, whereof his In- 
terceſſion is one plain Inſtance; and by in- 
tercecding in the Behalf of Sinners 5 the 
Throne of Grace, we may be aid in ſome 
ſenſe even to imitate this Expreſſion of the 
Redeemer's Love and Kindneſs to poor Sin- 
ners. 

Thus have we finiſh'd the Acts and Inſtan- 
ces of * Chriſt's Love to Men; we proceed, 

(2.) To conlider the Properties of Chriſt's 
Love. His Love to Men was free and unde- 
ſerved, ſincere and undiflembl'd, ſtrong and 
tervent, active and laborious, coſtly and ex- 
penſive, conſtant and abiding, encreaſing and 
3 

Chriſt loved Men with a fre? and unde- 

2 Love. Was there any thing in Man 
to recommend him to the Love of Jeſus ? 
Were thoſe Men, to whom the Son of God 
has expreſt ſo much Love, adorn'd with any 
amiable Qualities which might be eſte em d 
Attractives of the Saviour's Love? Alas! 
what Attractives could there poſſibly be in 
Creatures that had become Rebels to his Fa- 
ther, and grown ſo wretchedly corrupt to en- 
gage tue Atfections of this only begotten of 
the Father? If Ignorance and Rebellion, Filth 
and Detormity may be eſteem'd proper Attra- 


Rives of Love, thoſe Men to whom the Jon 
0 
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of God has expreſt ſo much Love, may be 
ſaid to have what might recommend em to 
his Love. Had any of the ſinful Race of 
Adam done ought to engage and draw the 
Love of this Second Adam, or upon the ac- 
count whereof they might be reckon'd any 
way deſerving of his Affection? Alas! it was 
far otherwiſe; did they engage his Love by 
firſt loving him? No, alas, he firs? loved them. 
Were his Affections drawn out towards Men 
from the Proſpe& of any Intereſt or Advan- 
tage? Alas! what Advantage could the Son 
of God expect to reap from ſinful Worms ? 
Never certainly was there ſuch a free, gene- 
rous diſintereſted Lover of Men, as the Son 
of God evidenced himſelf to be: He expreſt 
his Love to the Men amongſt whom he liv'd 
and converſt, in various Inſtances; but did 
they ought to merit theſe Expreſſions of his 
Love? No, but on the other Hand, did a 
great deal to merit his Diſpleaſure and An- 
er. | 

2. He lov'd Men with a /acere and undiſ- 
ſembl'd Love. As the outward Expreflions 
of his Love were many and various, ſo the 
internal Temper of his Mind did exactly cor- 
reſpond herewith : He never made ſhew of a 
greater Flame of Affection than what burnt 
in his holy Breaſt. It is impoſſible we ſhou'd 
have any Proof of a ſincere Affection, if we 
call into queſtion the Sincerity of the Saviour's 
Love; his Love towards Men was doubtleſs 
With 
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without Diſſimulation: He had no reaſon to 
diſſemble an Affection, or to pretend a Love 
that was not real. It may be truly ſaid of 
Chriſt, that he did not love in Mord and in 
Tongue ouly, but in Deed and in Truth. Hows 
ever common it is amongſt the degenerate 
Sons of Adam to feign a Love one towards 
another, and love to the Teeth outward, 
yet certain it 1s that the Son of God bore 
a cordial and unfeigned Affection towards the 
Children of Men: He has herein ſet a diffe- 
rent Example to what we find too often 
practis'd amongſt his Followers, his pretended 
Followers; for certainly we can eſteem thoſe 
Chriſtians no better, who pretend a Love to 
others which is not real. 

3. He lov'd Men with a ftroug and fer- 
vent Love. His Affection towards Men was 
not cool and indifferent, but warm and vi- 
gorous: He lo d the Children of Men with 
a pure Heart fervently: He had a fervent fla- 
ming Charity towards em: He lov'd them 
with a Love which the Waters of Afliction could 
not quench, and which the Floods of Adverſity could 
not drown. 

4. He lov'd Men with an active and labo- 
rious Love. True ſincere Love is of an 
active operative Nature; it will excite En- 
deavours for the Benefit of the Object belo- 
ved; that Love that does not do this, can- 
not be ſaid to be without Diſſimulation. But 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt did evidence oe his 

oVe 


96 Some Properties of Chriſt's Love. 


Love was without Diſſimulation, by that Work 
and Labour of Love which he jhew'd towards 
the Sons of Men; how earneſtly did he ſeck 
their Welfare; what Pains and Labour was he 
at to promote it? The Good which he went 
about doing, when upon Earth, was a plain 
Evidence, how active and laborious his Love 
was. 

5. He lov'd Men with a coſtly and expen- 
five Love. How coſtly and expenſive was his 
Love, when for the ſake of Men he expend- 
ed his very Heart's Blood? His Love muſt 
needs be eſteem'd very coſtly, when for the 
ſake of thoſe whom he lovd, he did not 
think much to ſhed his molt precious Blood : 
The more precious the Blood was that was 
ſhed, the more coſtly muſt the Love of him 
be that ſhed it. The Son of God teſtifycd 
his Love to ſinful] Men, by paying down ſo 
great a Price as he did for Man's Redemp— 
tion ; nay, he gave himſelf a Ranſom for Sinners, 
whereby he evidenced a Love to Men, in ſome 
- reſpe& ſurpaſſing the Love which he had tor 
himſelf. It is reckon'd a very high degree 
of Love, (I am ſure it is a pitch which few 
attain to) to love others as ourſelves ; ſuch 
a Love as this, is certainly a fulfilling of the 
Law; but Chriſt lov'd undeſerving Creature 
at a higher Rate ; who will queſtion this, that 
give themſelves leave but a little reflect upo 
his dying Love? | 


6, He 
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6. He lov'd Men with a conffant and abi- 
ding Love. His Love was no tranſient Paſ- 
ſion, no ſhort-liv'd Flame; it was not a ſud- 
dain Pang of Affection, quickly rais'd, and as 
ſoon gone: No, his Love was a ſteady, per- 
manent and laſting Affection. As he lovd 
the Children of Men before he came into 
the World; for what elſe was it that brought 
him into it? So he continud to love them 
all the while he was upon Earth; nay, he 
ſhew'd the greateſt Love at laſt, and now 
that he 1s removed out of this World to ano- 
ther, he ſtill continues to love em. The Con- 
ſtancy of our bleſſed Saviour's Love to his Diſ- 
ciples, is particularly remark d by one of the 
Evangeliſts, who ſays, Having lov'd 
his own, which were in the World, he John 13. 
loved them to the end. The bleſſed L, 
Saviour was not, like a great ma- 
ny of his fickle and inconſtant Followers, 
who are ſometimes hot, and ſoon cold again ; 
he was not like them, of a wavering and un- 
ſteady Affection; his Love is like himlſe}t, 
who 1s of an unchangeable Nature, being the 
ſame Tefterday, to Day, and for ever. | 

Laſily, He lov d Men with an encreaſing 
and abounding Love. With reſpect to the 
Expreſſions of the Saviour's Love, he might 
truly be ſaid to encreaſe and abound in Love 
towards Men, till at laſt he compleated it, in 
undergoing ſuch bitter and unparallel'd Sut- 
terings upon their NON, He gave many 

| un- 
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undonbted Evidences of his Love to Men, 
whilſt he liv'd{and convers'd in the World; 
but the moſt aſtoniſhing and glorious Inſtance 
hercof he gave at laſt, when for their ſakes 
he underwent ſuch a bloody Agony, and at- 
terwards ſuch a ſhameful and accurſed Death; 
herein he ſhewed the higheſt Inſtance of Love, 
for certainly greater Love than this 

John 15. hath no Man, that a Man lay down 
iz. his Life for his Friends; nay, a high- 

er Inſtance than ever yet was ſhewn ; 

For tho peradventure for a good Man ſome won d 
even dare to die; yet God commendeth 

Rom. 5. his Love towards us, in that while 1e 
7» 8. were yet Sinners Chrift died for 14, 
Nay, may we not ſay, as high an 

Inſtance of Love as Chriſt himſelf could poſ- 
ſibly ſhew to the Children of Men? What 
could he do more to teſtify his Love to Men 
than he did, in laying down his Life for 
them? This one Inſtance. of his Love was a 
clear demonſtration of all the fore-mention'd 
Properties of his Love; this plainly ſhew'd 
how free and undeſerved, how ſincere and 
undiſſembled, &c. his Love was. Theſe are 
the Properties of that Love wherein Chriſt is 
a Pattern to all Chriſtians, acccording to 
what he himſelf hath ſaid, This is my 


John 15 Commandment, that ye love one anb- 

4.1... ther, as ] have loved you. Again, A 

John 13 * W 467 MH | 
34. mew Commandment I give unto you, 


that you love one another, as I have 
loved you, that ye alſo love one another. Ha- 
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Having conſidered the Properties of Chriſt's 


Love, we ſhall now proceed, 
(3.) To conſider the diſtin& Kinds of it. 


| There is a two-fold Love, a Love of Bene- 


volence and a Love of Delight ; and both theſe 


kinds of Love we may obſerve in our bleiled 
Saviour. 


(1.) Helov'd all Men with a Love of Bene- 
volence and good Will; as God the Father 


may be ſaid to love thoſe Perſons with this 


kind of Love, who were ſo far from being 
the Objects of any other kind of Love, as 
that really they are the Objects of his Indig- 
nation and Hatred; for God hates all the or- 
ers of Iniquity, tho theſe he loves with a Love 


of Benevolence: So our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
| was poſſeſt of this kind of Love towards all, 


towards both his Father's and his own Ene— 
mies; his greateſt Enemies, the moſt unwor- 
thy of his Regard, yea, the moſt deſerving 
of his Hatred were the Obje&s of his Love. 
The bleſſed Jeſus wiſh'd well to all, and was 
ready to do good to all; he expreſt Benevo- 
lence rowards {uch who were full of Maleur- 
lence againſt him, and had a real good Will 


for thoſe who bore him the greateſt 1 ill. 


He ſought the Good of all whilſt upon Earth, 
even the Good of thoſe who ſought nothing 
more than his Death and Deſtruction: The 
vileſt and moſt prefligate Sinners were the 
Objects of this Love of the Redeemer; tho 
he had a perfect Hatred and Abhorrence of 

| 8 their 
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their Sins, yet he had a real undiſſembled 
Love for their Perſons; his laying to heart 
their Sins as he did, was a plain Evidence 
of his Love. All to whom our bleſſed Savi- 
our ſhew'd real Expreſſions of Love, were far 
from being his Diſciples ; he wrought a 
great many of his miracu'ous Cures amongſt 
Perſons of a quite different Character. Did 
not the Son of God expreſs a Love of Bene- 
volence towards his Enemies, in praying for 
them upon the Croſs; nay, did he not ex- 
' _ preſs this Love to all Men in gi- 

1 Tim 6. wing himſelf a Ranſom for all, and in 
Heb. 2. 9, is taſting Death for every Man! Did 
he not expreſs this Love to the 

World in general, when as the Apoſtle ſays, 


he became a Propitiation, not for our 


1 John 2. Sins only, but for the Sins of the whole 


2. World? If any Perſons therefore 


do miſs of Salvation, it is not for! 


want of a Sacrifice being offer d up, or a 


Ranſom paid for em; but it is becauſe they 


do not comply with thoſe Terms, which it 
is neceſſary they do comply with, in order to 
their reaping any Benefit from this Sacrifice, 
which was offer d for the World in general. 
If any periſh everlaſtingly, for whom Chris? died, 
it is their own fault, 1t is owing to their own 


impenitent, diſobedient and wicked Lives, 
or it is becauſe they -will not come to Chris?, 
that they may have Life. 1 0 B56 
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(2.) As he lov'd all with a Love of Benevo- 
lence and good Will, ſo he lovd his true 


| Diſciples with a Love of Delight and Friend- 
ip. God loves all ſuch with this kind of Love, 
and this is appropriate and peculiar to them; 
for tho' God loves all Men, yet he cannot be 
| ſaid to love 'em with a Love of Delight and 
Complacency, no, he really hates all the 


| Workers of Iniquity. Our Lord Jcſus Chriſt 


loves his true Diſciples with a different kind of 
Love from that which he bears towards Men 


in general; before Perſons became his Diſ- 


r /// 6 -- 


ciples, he might be ſaid to love them with 


2 Love of Benevolence, but afterwards with 


| a Love of Delight and Complacency. It 
was of this kind of Love that he ſpake, 
when he ſaid, He that hath my Com- 

| maudments, and keepeth them, he it is John 14. 
that loveth me; and he that loveth 21. 
| me ſhall be loved of my Father, and 1 

' will love him, and will manifes? myſelf to him. 


Again he ſays, Ye are my Friends, if | 
ye do whatſoever Icommand you. Thoſe John 15. 
that do whatſoever Chriit com- 14. 
mands them are his Friends, and 

thoſe that are ſo he doubtleſs loves with a 
Love of Friendſhip, which is a higher degree 
of Love than a Love of Benevolence, and 
appropriate to the true Diſciples of Jeſus. _ 
The holy Jeſus, tho' he lovd all Men, yet 
it was not poflible for him to take any Plea- 
oy II e «IF 5.35 00 
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ſure in the Workers of Iniquity, whilſt they re- 
mained ſuch. 


Having inſiſted. ſo largely upon the Savi- 
ours Love to Men, we proceed to the next 
Inſtance of his Carriage and Behaviour to- 


wards Men. 


(5) Chriſt us'd his Tongue aright, and for 
the Benefit of ſuch with whom he converſt; 
tho' a freedom from the ſeveral Evils of the 
Tongue would ſound great in any Perſon's Þ 


Character, yet it ſeems too low to be taken 


notice of in the Saviour's Character; other- 


' wiſe, before we conſider the right Uſe to 


which he put his Tongue, we might obſerve 


how perfectly free he was from all the ſeve- Þ 
ral Evils of the Tongue: It is ſtrictly true 


of him, that he never once offended in Mord; 


he kept his Tongue perfectly free from Evil, as 
well as his Lips from ſpeaking Guile, particu- Þ 


larly his Mouth never ſpake Frowardneſs ; no, a 
Howard Mouth and perverſe Lips were remov'd at 
the greateſt Diſtance from him: He never 
ſhew'd the leaſt indecent Paſſion in his Speech; 
never once ſpake unadviſedly uith his Lips, or 
at any time utter'd in haſte what he: after- 
wards repented of, as a great many of his 
froward Followers are apt to do. As his 
Mouth never ſpake Frowardme(s, fo he never 
utter d a Slander againſt any, which whoſoc- 
ver does, does in the Opinion of the wiſe 
Man, evidence himſelf to be a Fool: He ne- 
ver backbited with his Tongue, or took up a Re- 
proach 
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| proach agains? his Neighbour ; this is made an 
 cllential Ingredient in the Character of every 


true Citizen of Zion, and was certainly true 


of him whom God ſet as King upon his holy 


Hill of Zion. He never flatter'd any Perſon, 
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His Lips never ſpake WWickedneſs, nor did bis 


Tongue at any time utter Deceit : He was not 


| like thoſe who ſpeak Peace to their Neighbour, 
when at the ſame Miſchief is in their Heart, 


who with flattering Lips aud a double Heart do 


| ſpeak; no, he never ſpake Lies in Hypocriſy, nei- 
| ther did he by flattering auy ſpread a Net for 


their Feet. He knew not to give flattering Titles 


to any Man, neither did he ever ſay to the Wick- 
ed, thou art Righteous. Again, No corrupt Com- 
| munication did ever at an) time proceed out of his 
Mouth; he perfectly abſtain'd from whatever 
loo d like fooliſh Talking or TJeſtings, which are 
not convenient. But as our bleſſed Saviour was 


perfectly free from all the ſeveral Evils of the 
Tongue; ſo he usd his Tongue aright, and 
to promote thoſe ſeveral Ends for which a- 


lone our Tongues are given us. His Commu- 


nication was, Tea, yea, Nay, nay: He exhorted 


his Diſciples that theirs ſhou'd be ſo; and we 


are ſure his was ſo, not only becauſe he ſet a 
Pattern in thoſe Things which he enjoyn'd 
his Followers, but becauſe of the Reaſon, 
which he annex'd to this his Exhortation ; 
for whatſoever is more than this, cometh of Evil; 
now in Chriſt we are ſure there was not the 
leaſt appearance of Evil. He us d his Tongue 
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for the Benefit and Advantage of all thoſe he 
conyers'd with; xo corrupt Communication pro- 
ceeded out of his Mouth, but that which was good 
to the uſe of Edifying, and which had a ten- 
dency to miniſter Grace to the Hearers. He 
was not wont to amuſe thoſe he convers'd 
with, with idle and inſignificant Talk; he 
did not ſtrive about Morde, which tend to no Pro- 
fit, but to the ſubverting of the Hearers ; he al- 
i ways hund profane and vain Bablings, which en- 
creaſe to Ungodlineſs ; he never doated about Que- 
ſtions and ſtrifes of Words, whereof cometh Envy, 
Strife, Railings, evil Surmifings. No, the Son 
of God did not thus unprofitably employ 
| his Tongue: His Mouth ſtill (pake Wiſdom, 
and his Tongue talk'd of Judgment ; yea, his 
Tongue talk'd of Aab all the Day, to the 
benefit of his Hearers, As the Speech he ut- 
rer'd was ſound, and ſuch which could not 
with any juſtice be condemn'd, ſo did it mini- 
ſter to the Benefit and Delight of thoſe that 
heard it ; he was ſtill out of the good Treaſure 
of his Heart bringing forth good Things, both 
aew and old, whereby the Profit of others 
was promoted. He with his Speech inſtruct- 
ed the Ignorant, invited Sinners to Faith and 
Repentance, admoniſh'd the Unruly, reprov'd 
Perſons for their Faults, and comforted the 
Sorrowful; which has been already obſery'd 
as ſo many Inſtances of doing Good to the 
Souls of Men. As his Tongue always us d 
_ Knowledge aright, fo his Lips diſpers'd it tor the 
Advan- 
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Advantage of others: His Mouth was a Me 


| of Life, from whence flow'd living Waters to- 
| the refreſhment of many Souls; his Tongue was. 
| as choice Silver, whereby many were enrich d 
| with Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge, and 
bis Lips fed many with this ſpiritual Food. 


How many pleaſant Words, which are as an 


Honycomb, ſweet to the Soul and Health to the 


Bones, did the Son of God utter? No won- 
der then if we read of Multitudes wondring 


| at the gracious Words which proceeded out of his 


Mouth. He ſpake Words in Seaſon to Per- 


| fons; he both ſpake as a proper Seaſon of ſpeak-- 

ing offer'd itſelf, and when he ſpake, he ſpake ſea- 
| fonable Words. He ſpake as a proper Seaſon of 
| ſpeaking offer d itſelf : To every Thing, ſays the: 


| wiſe Man, tbere is a Seaſon and a Time to every 


Purpoſe under the Heavens; and afterwards he 
particularly inſtances in a Time to keep ſilence, 


and a Time to ſpeak. The Wiſdom of our 
bleſſed Saviour directed him to know when 


it was a proper Time to keep ſilence, and: 
when to ſpeak; and as he knew the. proper 
Seaſon of both, he ated accordingly, ſome- 
times by keeping ſilence, at other Times by 
ſpeaking. He never offended either by ſpeak- 
ing at a Seaſon proper for ſilence, or by ſi- 
lence at a Seaſon proper for ſpeaking ; he: 
never offended either by ſpeaking too much 
or too little, either by an obſtinate Silence: 
or profuſe Loquacity ; no, he did every Thing 
in its proper Seaſon, in which every Thing. is 
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beantiful. And as he ſpake according as proper 
and fit Seaſons of ſpeaking occurr'd, ſo when 
heſpake he ſpake ſeaſonable Words; for as he 
had Wildom to know the proper Seaſons of 
ſpeaking, ſo he had the Tongue of 
La. 50.4. the learned, wherely he knew to ſpeak 
Words in Seaſon to them that are 
weary. When he ſpake, he ſpake thoſe Words 
which were fit and convenient to be ſpoken 
at that Time; and a Hord fitly ſpoken is, in 
Solomon's Eſteem, like Apples of Gold in Pictures 
Silver. Our bleed Saviour ſtill ſpake 
ords in due Seaſon ; and a Word ſpoken in 
due Seaſon, how good is it? It is inexpreſſibly 
good. As the Mouth of our blefled Saviour 
ftill brought forth N ſdom, ſo his Lips knew what 
ua, acceptable; what was likely at ſuch a Jun- 
Eure, and in ſuch Circumſtances, to miniſter 
Grace to. Hearers ; and that he thus acted, 
may "oy eaſily be collected from a great 
many Inſtances alrcady mention'd under the 
Head of his doing Good to the Souls of 
Men. Thus have we conſider'd the Son of 
God as uſing his Tongue aright, wherein he 
is a proper Pattern for all Chriſtians ; and O! 
how well would it be if thoſe that call them- 
lelves his Followers, wou'd learn of him to 
refrain from the ſeveral Evils of the Tongue, 
and alſo to uſe their Tongues aright, to thoſe 
Ends and Purpoſes for which their Tongues 
were given them; which Leſſon they wou'd 
certainly endeavour to learn, did they = 
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ſeriouſly attend to what the Apoſtle James 
faith, viz. I any Man among you feem 
to be Religious, and bridleth not his Ja. 1. 26. 
Tongue, but deceiveth his own Heart, . | 
this Man's Religion is vain: From which it ap- 
pears, that thoſe that are not careful to bri- 
dle their Tongnes, only ſeem to be Religous ;; 
they are not really ſo; it they fancy they are, 
they do no more than deceive their own: 
Hearts: Whatever Religion they ſeem to have, 
it will turn to no Account; it is vain, as in- 
deed all ſeeming Religiouſneſs is, and will be 
found to be ſo; and if thy Religion, Man, 
be vain, what a vain Creature art thou; ho- 
vain are all thy Hopes, Proſpe&ts and Ex- 
pectations ? 

(6.) Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt evidenced him» 
ſelf to be a Perſon of extraordinary and pro- 
found Wiſdom. We mention the Wiſdom of 
\ Chriſt as an Inſtance of his Behaviour to: 
Men, becauſe thoſe Inſtances of Wiſdom, 
which we ſhall take notice of, did chiefly re- 
ſpect Men. Our bleſſed Saviour, as he was 
ſtyl'd the IViſdom of God, fo it. is certain that 
in him were hid Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knows 
ledge. He maniteſted his Wiſdom, as in ma- 
ny other Reſpects, ſo particularly in adapting 
right Means, in order to the bringing about 
the End which he had in view, in the Judg- 
ment which he paſs'd upon Things; in the 
Anſwers which he gave to many captious as 
well as curious Quęſtions which were Nin to» 
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him ; and laſtly, in eſcaping the Craft and 
Malice of his Enemies. 

1. Our bleſſed Saviour manifeſted his 
Wiſdom in the adapting right Means in or- 
der to the bringing about the End which he 
had in View when he came into the World. 
It is the Property of Wiſdom, to adapt right 


and proper Means, in order to the accom- 


pliſhing any deſigned End: Now as the End 
of our blefled Saviour's coming into the 
World was the Redemption of Sinners, fo we 
find him uſing the moſt apt and proper 
Means in order to the brivging about this 


his defigned End, as will appear to any that 


will give themſelves leave to reflect upon the 
State of the Perſons whom he deſign'd to 
redeem, and the Means he us'd in order to 
accompliſh this his glorious Deſign. The 
State of the Perſons whom he deſign'd to re- 
deem. was plainly this, they were by reaſon 
of Sin, obnoxious to the vindictive Juſtice of 


God, and in a very corrupt degenerate State. 


Now. he usd Means excellently adapted for 
the reſcuing of Sinners from this double Mi- 
ſery ; his laying down his Life was an ex- 


cellent Expedient to free Sinners from their Ob- 


noxiouſueſs to the vindictive Juſtice of God; the 
avenging Juſtice of God was a very ſtrong Bar 


in the Sinner's Way to Happineſs, but Chriſt 


by dying remov'd this Bar, this Obſtacle; 
by dying, he made an Atonement. for Sin- 
ners, ſo that this Attribute of juſtice, RD 

before 
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before was againſt the Sinner, is now turn'd 
for him, and God is now juſt as well as mer- 
ciful to forgive 14 our Sins. And as his laying 
down his Life was an excellent Expedient to 
free Sinners from their Obnoxiouſneſs to the 
vindittive Juſtice of God, ſo the ſeveral Steps 
which he took from firſt to laſt, were an excellent 
Means to reſ.ue Sinners from that corrupt, degene- 


rate State into which Sin had brought 'em; 
his Doctrine and his Miracles, his Lite and 


his Death, his Refurre&ion and glorious As- 
cenſion to the Right Hand of the Father, 
have certainly an excellent Tendency to ret- 
cue Sinners from a corrupt degenerate State, 
and to bring them into a State of Holineſs 
and Obedience; by his Doctrine he has en- 
lightned Sinners, and taught them the Way 
to Happineſs, which Doctrine he enforc'd by 
numberleſs Miracles ; by the Example of his 
Life, he has encouraged Sinners to walk in 
the Way of Holineſs, which 1s the Path-way 
to Happineſs ; by his Death, he has offer'd a 
very ſtrong Argument to Sinners, to deter 
them from Sin, and to excite their Love and 
Obedience; by his Reſurrection and Aſcen- 
ſion to Heaven, he has given Sinners a Pledge 
of Happineſs, which is a very ſtrong Argu- 
ment to deter them from Sin, and to engage 
em to the purſuit of Holineſs ; and bein 

aſcended up to Heaven, he ſends his Spirit 
into the Hearts of Sinners, by tne bleſſed, In- 
fluences whereof Sinners are deliver'd from a 
State of Corruption, and brought into a * 
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of Holineſs, without which Influences all thc 
other Means wou'd prove of no Account : 
Thus we ſee how the ſeveral Steps taken by 
Chriſt, from firſt to laſt, were admirably a- 
dapted for the reſcuing Sinners from that 
corrupt degenerate State into which Sin had 
brought 'em; thus does the Wiſdom of 
Chriſt appear in his Redemption of Sinners. 
now tho' in the particular Inſtance of Wiſdom 
Now inſiſted upon, Chriſt cannot be ſaid to 
be an Example to us, the Work of Redemp- 
tion being peculiar to the Son of God, yet 
in the Particular under which this 1s brought, 
Chriſt is doubtleſs an Example to us; as 
Chriſt ſhew'd his Wiſdom in adapting right 
and apt Means in order to the accompliſhing 
the End for which he came into the World, 
fo we ſhould imitate this his Wiſdom, in a- 
dapting right Means, in order to obtain the 
great End for which we came into the World; 
a great many, tho' they be right in their End, 
yet betray their Folly in their not adapting 


right. Means in order to obtain this their 


End ; tho' they aim at Happineſs, yet they 
do not purſue that Holineſs which is the 
Means of obtaining it, but ſeek for it by 
ſome unpreſcribed Methods, which have no 
Tendency to conduct them to Happineſs ; 


wherein they act fooliſhly :. It properly be- 


longs to the Province of Wiſdom to adapt 
right Means, in order to obtain a worthy 


End. 
| 2, Chriſt 
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2. Chriſt manifeſted his Wiſdom in the 


right Judgment which he paſsd upon Things 
Thus particularly he diſplay'd his Wiſdom in 
preterring moral above poſitive Precepts ; 
when he was cenſurd by the Phariſees one 
time for keeping Company with Publicans 
and Sinners, another time for letting his 
Diſciples do what they judged not to be 
Lawful to be done on the Sabbath-Day, we 
find him ſending theſe cenſorious Perſons to 


learn what that meaneth, I will. 
bade Mercy and not Sacrifice. There Mat. 9. 12. 


is a manifeſt Difference betwixt 

thoſe Precepts which are of a poſi- Mat. 12.7 
tive, and thoſe which are of a mo- ; 
ral Nature ; the former are only good becauſe 


they are enjoy d, whereas the latter do con- 
rain an intrinſick Goodneſs in their very Na- 
ture, upon which account they are ommand- 
ed; now if at any time there happens to be 


a Competition betwixt theſe two different 
Kinds of Precepts, it is highly fit and reaſo- 
nable, that thoſe that are of a poſitive Na- 


ture, and which have no other Goodneſs in 


them, but what they derive from the Divine 
Command, ſhould give way to thoſe that are 
of a moral Nature, and which contain in 
them a native intrinſick Goodneſs, belides 


what they borrowf rom the Divine Command. 


Our bleſſed Saviour therefore, in preferring 
one before the other, diſcover'd plainly his 
unerring Wiſdom. ES 

3. Our 
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3. Our Lord diſcoverd an uncommor. 
and extraordinary ſom in the Anſwer: 
which he gave to many captious as well as 
curious Queſtions which were put to him. 

I. He ſhewd his Wiſdom in the An- 
ſwers which he gave to ſome captions Queſti- 
ons put to him. An Inſtance of this we have 
in the Anſwer which he made to the Scribes 
and Phariſces, when they brought to him the 
Woman taken in Adultery, which they did 

on purpoſe that they might have 

John 8, ſomewhat whereof to accuſe him ; they 

4 5. ſay unto him, Maſter, this Woman was 

| taken in Adultery, in the very Act; now 
Moſes in the Law commanded us that ſuch ſhould 
be ſtoned, but what ſayeſt thou ? This they ſaid, 
that they might hade to accuſe him. Now our 
Lord does not ſay, let her not be ſtoned, for 
this had been contrary to the Law of Meſes ; Þ 
and the Phariſees, who brought this Woman 
to our Lord, on purpoſe to enſnare him,wou'd þ 

have defir'd no better an Advantage againſt Þ 
Chrift, than to hear him contradict Moſes, 
their received Law-giver ; they wou'd then 
have had their End, and whereof to have ac- . 
cusa him: And as our Lord did not fay, let | 
her not be ſtoned ; ſo neither did he ſay, let 
her be ſtoned ; ſuch an Anſwer as this wou'd 
have been contrary to the uſual Courſe of our } 
Lord's Clemency, and perhaps his Eriemies p 
might have been ready, upon ſuch an An- | 
{wer as this, to have cenſur'd him as taking 

5 upon 
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upon him the Office of the Civil Magiſtrate, 
whoſe Province it was to paſs a Sentence of 
Death upon Criminals : But our bleſſed Lord, 
| with great Wiſdom and Caution, returns this 
Anſwer, He that is without Sin among(t 
| you, let him caſt the firſt Stone; by Verſ. 7. 
which wiſe Anſwer of our Lord, the 
| Accuſers of the Woman were quite Veil. 9. 
| bafled, and their Conſciences ſmote 
em to that degree, that they went out one 
by one. Another Inſtance of our Lord's Wiſ- 
dom, appears in the Anſwer which he made the 
Phariſees and Herodians, when they | 
put that Queſtion to him, I it Matt. 22. 
| Lawful to give Tribute to Cæſar? From Verl. 
| This Queſtion was put to him *5 #933: 
both by the Scribes and Herodians ; 
the one of theſe were againſt paying Tribute 
to Caſar, looking upon themſelves as a free 
People, the latter were for it; now if to 
} þ pleaſe the Phariſees, Chriſt had denied paying 
Tribute to Ceſar, he wou'd have been ac 
1 | cus'd as a ſeditious Perſon, an Enemy to C- 
r; if to gratify the Herodians, he had voted 
+ | for paying Tribute to Cæſar, then he wou'd 
have been eſteem'd an Enemy to the Liberty of 
4 his Country; thus did his Enemies take Coun- 
ſel how they might entangle him in his Talk: But 
now obſerve with what admirable Wiſdom 
he anſwers this captious enſnaring Queſtion ; 
he firſt calls for the Tribute-Money, which 
being brought, he asks whoſe Image and Super- 
ſeription 
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ſcription did it bear? And it being anſwer'd, 
Caſar's ; he ſays, Render therefore to Caſar the 
Things that are Caſar's, and unto God the Things 
which are God's. Their having Caſar's Coin 
amongſt em, was an Argument of their be- 
ing under his Authority ; and being under 
his Authority, what more reaſonable than 
that they ſhould give him his-juſt Dues? No 
ſooner had his Enemies heard this wiſe An- 
ſwer, but they marvell'd, aud left him and went 
their way. Another Inſtance we have in the 
Anſwer which our Lord made the Phariſees, 
when they asked him ſaying, I it lawful to do 
well on the Sabbath-Day, that they might have 
to accuſe him; in caſe he jultify'd the doing 
this, they thought it a ſufficient Ground of 
forming an Accuſation againſt him, as not of 
God, becauſe he kept not the Sabbath; now 
our Lord wiſely anſwers, and confutes them 
from their own Practice, telling them that 
they themſelves judged it lawful to 

Matt. 12. help! out à Sheep or an Ox that was 
bl, 12. fallen into a Pit on that Day, how 
much more ought the Life of Man 

to be preferr'd? Another Inſtance we have 
in the Anſwer which our Lord made the 
Phariſee, when he came to him, tempting him, 
and ſaying unto him, Is it lawful 


Matt. 19. for a Man to put away his Wife for 


3> 5» © every Cauſe ? They thought to have 
entrap d him by this Queſtion; if 


he had deny'd the Lawfulneſs of Nee 
| they 
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they wou'd have charg'd him with contra- 
dicting Moſes, who allow'd it; if he affirm'd 
it, they wou'd have charg'd him with con- 
tradicting himſelf, ſince he had heretofore 
ſaid, That whoſoever ſhall put away his Wife, ſa- 
ding for the Cauſe of Fornication, cauſeth her to 
commit Adultery; and whoſoever ſhall marry her 
that is divorced, committeth Adultery: And alſo 
they wou'd in this Caſe have charg'd him 
with favouring the Luſts of Men. Now to 
this Queſtion our Lord gives no direct An- 
ſwer, but refers them to the firſt Inſtitution 
of Marriage, when God made them one, to 
the intent that Matrimonial Love might con- 
tinue indifloluble; and as for the Buſineſs of 
Divorce, he ſhews them, that this was only 
indulg'd in them for the hardneſs of their Hearts, 
aud that from the beginning it was not ſo. Again, 
when the Phariſees queſtion d our Lord, 4 
what: Authority he Taught ? He with great Wiſ⸗ 
dom anſwers them, by putting another Que- 
ſtion to em, which did perfectly | 
gravel them, The Baptiſm of John, Man. xx, 
{ays hes. whence. is it, from. Heaven 2.4, 25726, 
or: of Men? And they reaſoned with 27. 
themſelues, ſaying, If we ſhall ſay 

from Heaven, be will ſay unto us, Why did ye not 
then believe him? But if we ſhall ſay of Men, we 
fear . the People, for all hold John as a Prophet. 
And they anſwered Jeſus, and ſaid, We cannot 
tell. And be ſaid unto them, Neither tell J you 
by what Authority I do theſe Things. By thas 

| an 
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and ſuch like Anſwers, which our bleſſed Sa- 

viour made to the enſnaring Queſtions which 

his Enemies put to him, he Thew'd himſelf 

poſſeſt of the Wiſdom of the Serpent, as well 
as the perfect Innocency of the Dove. 

2. 0 our Lord diſcoverd an uncom- 
mon Wiſdom in the Anſwers which he gave 
to the captious Queſtions put to him, ſo did 
he in anſwering ſome rings ones. When 
one came and put this curious Qaeſtion to 

him, Lord, are there few that be ſa- 

Luke 13. ved? His Anſwer was, Strive to en- 


24. fer in at the ſtr: 1t Gate; for 3 11 


ſay unto you, will ſeek to enter in, and 
ſhall not be 2 He did not think fit to gra- 
tity his Curioſity by a direct Anſwer to the 
Queſtion, but exhorted him to give diligence 
to ſecure his own Salvation, which would be 


more for his Advantage than to have his Cu- 


rioſity gratified. So when the Apoſtle Peter was 
ſo curious as to enquire into the future Condi- 
tion of a Fellow-Apoſtle, faying, with reſpect 
to the Apoſtle Kr What ſhall this Man do ? 
| Jeſus inſtead of gratifying his Curiofity, by 
informing him what ſhould happen to his 
Servant John, exhorted him to 

John 21. follow him, Jeſus ſaith unto him, if 
22. J will that he tarry till I come, what 

is that to thee * Follow thou me. It 

was more, a great deal more to the Purpoſe 
for him to approve himſelf a zealous Follow- 
er of Chriſt, in doing and ſuffering. the Will 


ot 
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of God, than to be let into the ſecret of a- 
ny future Events that migl.t happen to a 
 Fellow-Servant. _ 

' Laſily, Our Lord manifeſted his Wiſdom 
in eſcaping the Craft aud Malice of his im- 
| placable Enemies. We find how that our 
Lord was too wiſe to commit himſelt into 
the Hands of ſome that put on even the 
Appearance of Friends. Now when he was 
in Jeruſalem at the Paſſover, on the © 
| Feast-Day, many believed in his Name Jo. 2. 23, 
| when they ſaw the Miracles which he 2 4. 

did; but Jeſus did not commit him- 

{elf to them, becauſe he knew Man. It follows, 

and needed not that any ſhould reſtify of Man, 
for he knew what was in Man. Again, in or- 
der to eſcape the crafty Deſigus of his Enemies, 

he wiſely caution'd his Ditciples 
"| againſt telling any Man that he was Mart. 16. 
| tbe Christ: He was thus upon the 20. 
Reſerve, becauſe he declin'd ſuffer- 
ing till his Hour was come; we find him there- 
fore frequently making his Eſcape from his 
Enemies, when Suffcrings ſeem d to threaten. 
When he heard of John's being beheaded, 
which ſeem'd to threaten ſome Danger to him- 
ſelf, it is ſaid, He departed from the : 
Place where he was by Ship into a Matt. 14. 
deſart Place apart. Another Time, 13, 
when he was in Danger of being 
at down beadlong from the Brow of the Hill, 
NUT Ba9 GNI BI MOAT. 
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to which they led him with that Deſign, it is 
aid, he paſſing through the mids? of 
Lu. 4. 30. em, went his way. Another Time, 
when they took up Stones to cast at 
Jo. 8. 59. him, it is ſaid, that Jeſus hid him- 
ſelf, and went out of the Temple, go- 
ing through the mids? of em, and ſo paſſed by. 
Thoſe through the midſt of whom he went, 
might be a different Multitude from thoſe 
that took up Stones to caſt at him. Another 
Time we read how that they fought 
John 10. to take him, but he eſcaped out of their 


39 Hands, and went away again beyond 


ordan, into a Place where John at 
firs? baptized, and there he abode. Again, when 
they took Counſe] together for to put him to Death, 
we read, that Jeſas walked no more 
John 11. openly amongs? the” Jews, but WONT 
53> 54+ thence into aCountry near tothe Milder. 
neſs, into 'a City called Ephraim, and 
and there continued with his Diſciples. Thus, 
till his Hour was come, was the Son of God 
careful to eſcape the Hands of bis mali- 
cious Perſecutors, wherein he has ſet us an 
Example. It can certainly be no Fault in us 
to avoid Sufferings if we hoteftly can; to 
make our Eſcape if we can do it without ſin. 
Chriſt is herein our Pattern, and he has en- 
joyn'd his Followers, when perſecuted in one 
City, to flee to ano tler. 
(.) Our Lord jeſus was conſcientious in 
performing relative Duties; indeed — are 
| | Ome 
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us an Example, becauſe it did not ſuit with 


in thoſe particular Relations to which thoſe 


was an excellent Pattern of performing the 
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ſome relative Duties wherein he has not ſet 
his Deſign of 'being in the World, to engage 


Duties do belong, as particularly the Relati- 
on of Husband and Father ; but with reſpe& 
to thoſe Relations into which he entred, he 


ſeveral Duties belonging to em: He was a 
dutiful Child, a kind and indulgent Maſter, 
and an excellent Inſtructor of the People in 
Things appertaining to God. 

(1) He was a dutiful Child; he pay'd all 
due Subjection and Reverence to his Earthly 
Parents ; tho' it cannot be thought he lay un- 
der thoſe Obligations to his Earthly Parents, 
as all other deſcending by ordinary Genera- 
tion do to theirs; I think rather that his 
Earthly Parents lay under an extraordinary 
Obligation, to him for condeſcending ſo far 
25 to come into the Relation of a Son to 
them. But this, notwithſtanding, it is particu- 
larly recorded in the Account we have of our 
bleſſed Saviour, that he went down with 
his Parents to Nazareth, and was ſub- Luke 2. 
ject to them. He did not ſet light by bis 21. 
Father and Mother; no, tho' he 
was a Perſon far ſuperior to them, he be- 
came ſubje&to them; notwithſtanding his own 
Greatneſs, and the Meanneſs of his Parents, 
with reſpect to their external Circumſtances, 
yet did he Honour by Father and his Mother; 

: „ herein 


120 to his Earthly Parents. 


herein ſetting all Children an Example of duti- 
ful Subjection to their Parents, even ſuch who 
ſince the Time of their Birth have riſen to aÞF. 


Station and Condition- ſuperior to that of Þ 


their Parents. Certainly no Perſon can with! 
any Reaſon think that an exalted Station in! 


the World does releaſe him from an Obliga- 


tion of Subjection to his Earthly Parents, or 


„ 
n 8 


give him a Licenſe to neglect and deſpiſe em, 


it he does but conſider how ſubject the Son Þ 
of God was to his Earthly Parents; fince Þ 
none of the Dignities of the World can exaltF 
any Perſon to ſuch a Pitch above the pooreſt Þ 
Earthly Parent, as the Nature, Character and Þ 


We 5 % 
— = 


Condition of the Son of God muſt neccilari-Þ 


ly exalt him above any Earthly Parent. We 
find our Lord, at the time of his Circumbxi-F 


on, giving a Specimen of that Reſpect and 


Honour which he bore towards his Earthly Þ 
Parents, in his recommending the Cire ot Þ 


his Mother to his beloved Diſciple, 


John 19. Ihen Jeſiu therefore ſaw his Mother 
26, 27. and the Diſciple ſtanding by, whom he 


6 'onnnl} „ oO” bowed bcc Hz om. 


loved; he ſaith unto his Mother, 1. 


behold thy Son, q. d. This Diſciple who 
has ſuch an Intereſt in my Affection, ſha)! 

ſupply my room, and be inſtead of a Son to 
thee ; he ſhall perform all filial Duty and 
Reſp ect to thee ; he ſhall be the Support and 
— 18 of thine Old Age, in the room oſ 
me, who am thus, by the ſuffering of Death, 
divorc'd from thee ; then Jai: h he to the Diſciple 


be- 
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| hold thy Mother, i. e. behold her to whom I 
| wou'd have thee carry it as to a Mother; and 
from that Hour that Diſciple took her unto his 
oꝛon Home Thus, as in the Days of his Mi- 
| nority, he was ſubje& to the Commands of 
his Parents, ſo he maintained a Filial Reſpect 
and Honour to the laſt. Indeed there are 
* ſome Paſſages recorded in the Goſpel, which 
| argue ſome what of a ſceming Diſrepect in 
| our Lord towards his Mother, which pro- 
| bably was delign d by our Lord, and record- 
Jed by the Evangeliſts, with a view to that 
undue Reſpect which has been paid her ſince 
by ſo great a Part of the Chriſtan World. 
(.) He was a kind and indulgent Maſter. 
Our Lord Jeſus might be ſaid in a peculiar 
Jſenſe to be Maſter of thoſe Apoſtles and 
{Þ Diſciples which immediately attended his 
7 Perſon: He is frequently thus ſtil'd in the 
tÞ Goſpels; in one Place we read, 
„ Doth not your Maſicr pay Tribute ? Malt 17s 
„In another Place our Lord himſelf Rlatt. gf 
eB fays, One is your Maſicr, even Christ, TT 
„ and all ye are Brethren; but tho 
ohe was their Maſter, yet did he not Rule over 
em with Rigour ; tho' they were his Servants, 
o Ihe treated them with a Freedom which was 
4 Zus'd towards Friends, not Servants ; 
dB Henceforth, I call you not Servants, John 15. 
of Bfaid he, for the Servant knoweth not 25, 
h, (what his Lord doth ; but I have called 
e, Don Friends; for all J. 8 that I have heard of 
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my Father, I have made known unto you: Sol 
kind and indulgent a Maſter was the blefiedſÞ 
Jeſus, that he wou'd not put theſe his Ser- 
vants upon ſome Exerciſes, becauſe they were 
not yet ſufficiently diſpos d for the SeveriticsÞ 
of Religion; Men the Diſciples of John came 
to him, ſaying, Why do we and the 

Matt. 9 Phariſees fas# oft, but thy Diſciples 
14,15, 16, fast not? And Jeſus ſaid unto them, 
17 Can ibe Children of the Bride-Chamber 
mourn, as long as the Bridegroom is 

with them? But the Days will come when the] 
Bridegroom ſhall be taken from them, and then 
ſhall they fut. No Man putteth à Piece of neu 
Cloath unto an old Garment ; for that which is 
put in to fill it up, taketh from the Garment, 
and the Rent is made worſe. Neither do Men 
t new Mine into old Bottles, elſe the Bottles 
break, and the Nine runaneth out, and the Bottles 
periſh ; but they put new Mine into new Bottles, 
and both are preſerved. It is the Opinion ot Þ 
many Interpreters, that Chriſt by theſe two] 
Similitudes intended to ſhew, he thought it] 
not fit at their firſt Entrance, and before the] 
holy Spirit was come down upon his Diſci- Þ 
ples, to impoſe the Burthen of Faſting on 
them, becauſe they were not yet fitted to 
bear it, by reaſon of their Infirmity, and that 
they might be tempted by ſuch Auſterities, 
as frequent Faſtings being impoſed on them, 
to fall off from him. The tender Care which 
Chriſt ever did and does exerciſe towards 


young 
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| young Converts, is an undoubted Evidence 
ot his being a kind and indulgent Maſter : 

| Chriſt made good the Character given 

him by the Prophet Jſaiah, when he 
|; td, A bruiſed Reed [hall he not break, II. 42.3 
= | and the ſmoaking Flas (hall he not 
"| quench till be hath 6b; ought jorth Judgment unto 
'| 7ruth. The readineſs he expreſt in receiving 
„his Servants into Favour again after their 
having committed Offences, whereby they 
'F juſtly forfeited it, is {till a farther Evidence 
*F. of his being a kind and indulgent Malter. 
Thus we find him taking Peter into Favour 
again, after his ſhametul Denial of him, up- 
on his making a Profeſſion of his Love to 
„him; he ev idenced his retaking him into Fa- 
4 your again, by giving him a Charge 
to Fred his Lambs and his Sheep. John 21. 
And O] what a tender regard d id 15. 
„this chief Shepherd ſhew to the 
th Lambs and Sheep of his Flock, when he 
0m made Pe ter's Feeding of them a Teſtimony 
tÞ of his Love to him, and gave this Charge 
e no leſs than three times ro him, that , he 
. lo d him, he ſhow 4 feed his Lambs aud his 
[1 Jeep. 
0 (3) Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was an excel- 
t lent Inſlructor of the People, in Things per- 
„ taining to God. We have already ſpoken of 
| his inſtructing Sinners, as an Inſtance of his 
doing Good to the Souls of Men, and there- 
fore ſhall not here enlarge upon theſe ſeveral 
3-2 Acts 
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Acts of Inſtructing, Admoniſhing, Inviting 
Sinners to their Duty, Reproving 'em for 
their Faults, &c. But foraſmuch as [nſtruttor 
Carries in it a Relation to ſome Perſons, we 
mention this here as an Inſtance of our Lord's 

erforming Relative Duties ; and hercin our 
75 Jeſus Chriſt is a Pattern to all that ſtand 
in the Relation of Goſpel-Miniſters, who are 
Guides and Inſtructors of the People, in 
Things pertaining to God. 


1. Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was a commiſ- Þ 


fond and authoriz d Inſtructor. What the 
Author to the Hebrews ſays of Chriſt, with 
reſpect to his being a Prieſt, may be apply'd 


to him as a Teacher; ſo alſo Chriſt | 


| Hebr. 5. glorified not himſelf to be made an 


10. High Prieſt; but he that ſaid unto | 
him, Thou art my Son, to Day have I Þ 


begotien thee. Chriſt gloritied not himfelf to 
be a Teacher and Inſtructor of the People; 
no, he was commiſſion'd by God 


29 +4 the Father; for him did God the Fu- 


27. 
Aud all Thiags were delivered unto 


him of the Father ; ſo that our bleſſed Saviour Þ ; 


had reaſon to ſay as he did to the 
Joh. 8.54 Jeuus, It is my Father that hononreth 
me, of whom ye ſay, that he is your 


God. 

2. He was a ſound and uncorrupt In- 
ſtructor. He was Truth, and he taught Sinners 
he ay of Truth: The Doctrine which he 

5 taught 


ther ſeal and ſend iuto the Morld. 
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taught the World was no other than what he 
had received from the Father, and conſequent- 
ly muſt be Truth: The Doctrine which he 
taught Sinners was a Doctrine every way 
J worthy of God, and agrceavle to the by 
Reaſon of Man. Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
in all Things he ſhewed him. i a. Pattern of 
8 good I1 urks : 00 tl Dottr ine be {her wed that Un- 
corrupt ineſs ad ſound Speech kick could not be 
condemn d; ſo that they which were of the conti a- 
ry Part, had no evil Thing juſtly to ſay of him: 
| What Reaſon had they then ro be aſhamed, who 
0 { laſphemorly ſaid he was a Perverter of the Jews 
1 Nation? The Inſtructions which Chriſt 
gave the World are the very Standard of 
ot Truth, and all other Inſtructors of Men 
| muſt only be ſtil'd ſound and uncorrupt in 
their Doctrine, as far forth as their Doctrine 
does agree with his. 
hs © He was a meek and gentle Inſtructor. 
He was gentle unto all Men, aft to teach, Pi- 
tient; in Meekneſs inſtructing theſe that oppos'd 
| :hemſelves. In Chriſt was fulfilled what Was 
ſpoken by Iſaias the Prophet, ſay- 
ing, Behold my Servant whom I hav? I.. 43.10 
| choſen, my Beloved in whom my Soul 
is well pleaſed. I will put my Spirit upon him, 
and he ſhall ſhew Judgment to the Gentiles ; be ſhall 
not ſtrive nor cry, neither ſhall any Man hear his 
Voice in the Streets, i. e. he ſhall not with Noiſe 
and Clamour, but with Meekneſs and Gentle- 


| neſs gain over Perſons to his Government. 
| G 3 He 


126 Chriſt the Inſtractor of Men. 


He ſhewd his Meekneſs by inſtructing his Þ 
Diſciples as they were able to bear; he tells | 
his Diſciples, I have many Things to 
ſay unto you, but ye cannot bear them 


John 16. 
not. He led his Sheep as they 


IC. 42.3. could follow; He fed his Flock like F 

a meek Shepherd, gathering the Lambs | 
with his Arm, and carrying them in his Boſom, | 
and gently leading thoſe that were with Dung. 
He tarther evidenced his Meekneſs towards | 
his Diſciples, in being ready upon all Occa- Þ 
ſions to reſolve their Doubts, and to explain 


ro them what they did not underſtand. 


4. He was a ſincere and faithful Inſtru- F 
cor. His Exhortation was not of Deceit nor in 
Guile; he ſpake not as pleaſing Men, but his Fa- 
ther; neither did he at any Time uſe flattering Þ 
Lordi, or of Men feek Glory; no, he had no 
other End in view beſides the Glory of God, 
and the Good of thoſe Souls to whom he mini- 
ttred. By manifeſtation of the Truth he commend- | 
ed himſelf to the Conſciemces of Men; and with] 
great Faithfulneſs did he teach the People the 
difference betwixt the Holy and the Prophane, be- 
xt the Clean and the Unclean. He did not ſhui Þ 

to declare the whole Counſel of God ; 

John 15. All Things, ſaid he, that I have heard 
is. of my Father, I have made knowa un- 

to . He dealt plainly and faith- Þ 

fully with Men, when he endeavour'd to! 
draw them into the Number of his Diſciples ; Þ 
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he did not make uſe of any Artifice or Guile Þ : 


for 
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for this Purpoſe, but told them plainly upon 
vrhat Terms they muſt be his Diſciples, which 
it they were not willing to conſent to, they 
muſt never think of being his Diſci- 
| ples ; if any Man, ſays he, wil come Matt. 16. 
| after me, let him deny himſelf, and 24. 
| take up his Croſs and follow me; in 
" caſe he is not willing to agree to this, he 
cant be my Diſciple. 3 
FJ. He was a couragiom and bold Inſtru- 
ctor; he taught the Way of Truth, without a 
| {laviſh Regard to any Man's Perſon; this was 
' own d by his Enemies, who ſaid, 
nod that thou art true and teach Matt. 22. 
the Id ay of God in Truth, neither 
| careſt thou for any Man, jor thou re- 
| gardeſt not the Perſon of Men. When he was at 
| Jeruſalem, at the Feaſt of Tabernacles, and 
his Enemies ſought to kill him, then do we 
find him delivering his Doctrine with an 
open Freedom, and an undaunted Behavi-- 
| our ; Then ſaid ſome of them of Jeruſalem, is not 
| this he whom they ſeek to kill, but lo he ſpeaketh 
 þ boldly, and they ſay nothing to him. He ſhew'd 
his undaunted Courage, in telling the Lead- 
ing Men amongſt the Fews, ſuch as the Scribes 
and Phariſees, and Rulers of the Synagogues 
their Faults, and in denouncing ſo many 
heavy Mes againſt them. Thoſe that ſinned 
be rebuked before all, that others might fear; hs 
. | Freachd the Kingdom of God with ail Boldneſs 
and Confidence; he lift up his Voice like a Trum- 
| G 4 pet, 
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pet, and ſhewed his People their Tranſereſſion, and 


the Houſe of Jacob their Sins. Our Lord Jeſus F 


ſhewed his undaunted Courage, in the Meſ— 
ſage he ſent to King Herod, who ſought to 
kill him; Go, ſaith he, and tell the 

Luke 13. Fox, betold I caſt out Devils, aud do 
32. Cures to Day and to Morrow, and the 

third Day 1 ſhall be perfected. In 


giving this Tyrant ſuch a Name, a Name ſo | 


ſuitable to his Actions, he acted as a Pro- 
phet, for Prophets were commiſſion'd to re- 
prove Rings, and to tell them plainly their 
Faults ; Kings being no more in the Eyes of 
God, than inferior Perſons ; in this particu- 
lar Inſtance our Lord cannot be reckon'd a 
Pattern to every ordinary Miniſter of the 
Golpel. 

6. "He was a diligent zealous Inſtructor ; 
ſo intent was he in inſtructing the Multitude, 
that it ſometimes put him by his neceſſary 

Food; we read, and the Multirude 

Mark 3. cometh tegether again, fo that they could 

: 20. not fo much as eat Bread. It has been 

already obſervd, under another 

Head, how he evidenc'd his Diligence, by 

teaching aaily in the Temple, whi- 

Luke 21. ther it is ſuid, all the People came ear- 

37» 38. ly in the Morning to him to hear him. 

He preach'd the Nord and was inſtant 

in Seaſon and out of Seaſon. He gave Precept up- 

„ Line upon Line, herea little and there 
a little 


7. He 


15 
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” +7. He was a powerful and eloquent In- 
ſtructor. When at any time he held-forth, 
the Word, he ſpake as the Oracles of God; 
© when he taught the People, he 
- taught them as one having Authority, Mat. 8. 29. 
and not as the Scribes ; he taught 
with a Majeſty and commanding Force pe- 
culiar to himſelf. So eloquent was he, that 
he perfectly aſtoniſh'd his Hearers, inſomuch 
that the Officers that were ſent by the Phari- 
ſces and Chief-Prieſts to apprehend him, re- 
turn'd back without him, ſaying, 
never Man ſpake like this Man; ſo John 7 
powerful and eloquent a Teacher 46. 
was the Son of God, that we of- 
ten find his Hearers wonder, and Admiration 
rais'd upon this Account; thus when he went 
coe Sabbath-Day into the Synagogue at Nazareth, 
and preach d, we read, how all bare 
| him Witneſs, and wonder at the gra- Luke 4. 
| ciors Words which proceeded ont of his 22. 
* Mouth, When he firſt finiſh'd his 
Sermon upon the Mount, we read that 
| the People were aſtoniſbd at his Do- 
ctrine. Again, when he came into Mar. 7.28;. 
his own Country, and taught them 
in their Synagogues, they were a- Matt. 13. 
ſtoniſb'd, and ſaid, whence hath this 54. 
Mn this Wiſdom ? Another time, AT 
at the Feaſt of Tabernacles, Jeſus went up. 
into the Temple and taught, inſo- john 7.1 
nuch that the Jews marvelled, ſaying, 15. 
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How knoweth this Man Letters, having never learnt? 
Another time, when he prov'd the Reſurrecti- 
@n of the Dead againſt the Sadduces, and put 

them to Silence, we are told, whex 


Mart. 22. the Multitude heard this, they were a- 


33- ftoniſhd at his Doctrine. Another 


time, when he purg'd the Temple of | 


Buyers and Sellers, and taught therein, we are 

told that his Enemies, who laid wait 

Matt. 11. for him, fear d to take him, becauſe all 

18. the People were aſtoniſh'd at his Do- 

ctrine. As he ever ſpake the Things 

which became ſound Doctrine, ſo he exhorted and 
rebuked with all Authority. 

8. He was a plain and practical Inſtru- 
ctor. There is not the leaſt Inconſiſtence be- 
tvixt his being an eloquent Preacher, and his 

being a plain and practical one; it is an eſ- 
ſential Property of Eloquence, to ſpeak plain- 
ly and intelligibly to the Capacities of the 
Hearers: Chriſt was not wont to perplex his 
Hearers with abſtruſe and uſeleſs Speculati- 
ons; he ſought not his own Glory, but the 
Benefit of his Auditors; in great plainneſs 
and ſimplicity of Speech, he told the People 
what they were to believe and do, in order 
to their being ſaved; this he did without a- 
muſing his Hearers with thoſe Ozerks of the 
Lau, or thoſe endleſs Genealogies which miniſler 
Queſtions, rather thau godly edifying ; all our 
Lord's Sermons were plain and practical. 


And tho' our bleſſed Saviour did very often 
DEED in- 
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inſtruct his Hearers by Parables, which is a 
myſtical Way of inſtructing, having ſomewhat 

of Obſcurity in it; yet as he did this to en- 

gage the Attention of his Auditors, ſo he 

manag'd them after ſuch a manner, as that 

they might be eaſily underſtood by ſuch as. 
were attentive to hear him, and inquiſitive to 
- underſtand what they heard; he drew his Pa- 
rables from the moſt common and familiar 
Things, and manag'd them after fo excellent 
a manner, as that attentive Hearers could 
hardly chuſe but take their true and naked 
Meaning. And tho' by ſpeaking ſomewhat 

covertly in Parables, he very julliy uniſh'd 
| thoſe Hearers that rejected his plain Diſcour- 
| ſes, yet leſt his Parables ſhou'd not be taken 
right, we find our Lord, when in. private, 

- explaining them to his Diſciples, and 

giving them command to ſpeak in Matt. 10. 
the Light what he told them in 17. 

Darkneſs. 

9. He was a conſtant: and perſevering 
Inſtructor. Having put his Hand to the Goſpel. 
Plough, he never look'd back; he did not deſiſt 
preaching the Kingdom of God, whilſt he was in 
the World: He never grew weary of this N. 
doing; notwithſtanding the great Oppoſition: 
he met with, and the Diſcouragements he. 
encountred through the Perverſeneſs of Men, 
he continu'd to inſtruct Sinners in the Ways 
ol Righteouſneſs to the laſt. 
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Laſtly, As our Lord Chriſt was an excel- 
lent Inſtructor himſelf, ſo he commiſſiond and 


authoriz'd others to be Inſtructors to the Peo- Þ 


ple. He authorized and commiſſion'd the 
Apoſtles tor this End, But go rather, 

Matt. 10. ſays he, to the Joſt Sheep of the Houſe 
6, 7- of Iſrael, and as ye go,*preach ſaying, 

the Kingdom of Heaven is at Hand. 

As the Father ſent him, ſo he ſent them; and 
herein is the great Inſtructor of Sinners an 
Example to all the Miniſters of the Goſpel. 


As he 1s an Example, with reſpe& to the 


Commiſſion he receiv'd, (tho' no Miniſter 
can expect a like Commiſſion) ſo is he an 
Example with reſpe& to the Commiſſioning 
and Authorizing others for the Work of the 
Miniſtry ; as he ſent the Apoſtles, ſo theſe 
were to ſend. others, and theſe others. were 
to. ſend others, that by this Means a Mini- 
ſtry may be kept up in the Chriſtian World 
always, even to the End. The Miniſters ought 
to ordain Elders in every City; aud the things 
whic)> they. have receiu'd, they ought to commit to 
faithful Men, who ſhould teach them others alſo. 


(3. We proceed to conſider our bleſſed Sa- 


viour's Behaviour, with regard to himſelf ; and 
here we ſhall find our bleſſed Saviour an Exam- 
ple of a great many Vertucs, ſuch as Humility, 
Meeckneſs, Temperance, Contentment, Selt— 
denial, Growth in Wiſdom, reſiſting Temp- 
tations, and, Laſtly, Courage and Patience 


(1.) Our 


under Sufferings. 
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1.) Our bleſſed Saviour was very humble. 

Well might the bleſſed Jeſus ſay, 
Learn of n me, for I am meek and lowly Matt. 11. 
in Heart, for certainly ſuch a bright 2.9. 
Pattern of Humility was never be- 
fore or ſince exhibited to the World, as that 
which was repreſented by this Divine Per- 
ſon. His Humility appears in his never 
thinking of himſelf more highly than he ought ; in 
his perfect Contempt of all worldly Honour; 
in his condeſcending to Men of low Degree; and, 
| Laſth, in a a many Acts of condeſcend- 
ing Goodne 
' 1. He did not think of himſelf more highly than 
he ought ; indeed how could he, ſince he was 
the Br ighmneſs of his. Father's Glory, and the ex- 
preſs Image of his Perſon. In this Divine Per- 
* ſon there was not the leaſt Appearance of 
Pride or Arrogance; tho' he had a clear and 
perfect Knowledge of T hings, yet did not his 
* Knowledge in the leaſt puff him up; tho there 
Was an intire Rectitude in his Soul, yet did 
he not deſpiſe Sinners, ſaying, ſtand by thy ſelf, 
come not near me, for T am holier than thou; how 
different was the Frame and Temper of his 
Mind from that of the Phariſee's, who ſaid, 
; God I thank thee, I am not as other Men; tho' it 
is certain he had been far from ſtretching im- 

| Golf beyond his meaſure had he ſaid this; tor 
there is none like thee, O bleſſed Jeſus in all the 
* Earth Among all the wiſe Men of the Nations, 
| audinall their Kingdoms, there is none like unto thee, 
Q Lord, nor ever was, 2. Chriſt 
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2. Chriſt ſhew'd his Humility in his per- 
fect Contempt of all worldly Honour. It 


might truly be ſaid of him, that he never 
ſought any Honours that were not due to him, 


indeed it was no poſſible he ſhou'd ; for what 


Honours were not his due? How unlike to 
him are the vain-glorious Sons of Adam, who 
affect Honours which are not their due? He 
was not in the leaſt defirous of Vain-glory, nei- 
ther did he ever court the Praiſe of Men: 
He ſought that Honcur which cometh from God 
only; fo very unlike was he to thoſe who love 
the Praiſe of Men more than the Praife of God. 
He did not either by his Speech or Actions 
ſearch for Glory from Men: He never talk'd 
proudly, neither did he at any Time ſuffer Arro- 
gancy to proceed out of his Mouth. Where do 
we ever find him, throngh the Hiſtory of his 
Life, commending himſelf, or proclaming his own 
Goodneſs with a defign to draw the Admira- 
tion of Men? Alas! he was fo far from this, 
that he did induſtriouſly conceal his Divine 
Excellencies as far as he could conſiſtently with 
the Deſign of his coming intothe World; nay, 
when he had done ſuch miraculous Works, 
as wou'd neceſſarily draw the Reſpect of 
others, do we not find him charging thoſe 
that receiv d the Benefit of em, to ſee that 


they tell no Man Thus when he cur'd one 


of his Leproſy, he ſaid to him, 
Matt. 8. 4. See thou tell no Man, but go thy way, 
ſew, &c. Again, when he had 

cur'd 
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| cur'd two blind Men, Jeſus ſtrait- 

* ly charged them, ſaying, See that no Matt. 9. 

Man know it. Again, when he . 
came down from the Mountain wheve 

he was transfieured, ſo as that his Face did ſhine 

as the Sun, and his Raiment was white as 

the Light, he charged thoſe that were with 

him, ſaying, Tell the Liſion to no Man, until the 

Son of Man be riſen again from the Dead : So 

little deſirous was he of Fame, tho' he could 

not by this means prevent it; for the more 

| he charged ſome of them, the more did they publiſh 

what he had done, and by this means his Fame 

read abroad in every Country; it was other Men 

that prais'd him, and not his own Mouth; Stran- 

gers, and not his own Lips. So far was he from 

praiſing himſelf, that he was unwilling to ad- 

mit the juſt Praiſe and Commendation of o- 

| thers, and therefore he check'd one that gave 

him the Title of Good Maiter ; 

And behold, one came and ſaid unto Matt. 19. 

im, Good Maſter, what good Thing 16, 17. 
* ſhall I do that I may have eternal 

| Life? And he ſaid unto him, Why calleſt thou 

* me Good, there is none good but one, that is Gud? 

| Herein plainly ſhewing, that he did not ſeek 

| his own Glory, but the Glory of him that 
ent him: He did not by his Actions court 

the Applauſe of Men; tho' he ſpent ſo much. 
olf his Time in Acts of Devotion, yet he was 

not like the Pharaſees who pray d to le ſeen of 
Men, or like the Scribes who for a Shew _— 

18 
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long Prayers ; moſt of the Places which make 
mention of his Praying, ſpeak of his retiring 
to do it, whereby he ſhun'd Oſtentation as 
well as took a Courſe which befriended his 
Devotion. Tho' he cou'd not avoid it, but 
a great many of his Works muſt be ſecn of 
Men, and it was neceſſary they ſhou'd, to 
anſwer the End of his coming into the World, 
yet he did not do his Works to be ſeen Men, 
that by this means he might attract their 
Admiration of him. He neither preach d his 
Doctrine, nor wrought his Miracles with a- 


ny deſign of raiſing his Reputation amongſt 


the People, tho in both thefe Reſpects he tar 
exceeded all that ever were in the World; 
for he ſpake as newer Mau ſpake, and did thoſe 
Works which no Man ever did. It appears evi— 
dently from the whole Serics of the Life and 
Actions of the holy Jeſus, that he never in 
the leaſt affected any external She or Reſpect; 
he was of a very different Temper from the 
Phariſees, who lov'd the uppermost Room at Feaſts, 
and the chief Seats in the S nagegues and Greet- 
ings in the Markets, and to be called of Men 
Rabbi, Rabbi. Ne was far from affecting the 
vain Grandeur of this World, or being moy'd 
with the Applauſes of the Multitude? So far 
was he from minding high Things, 
Joh. 6.15. or ſeeking great Things ia this IJorld 
for himſelf, that we "find him ſteal- 
ing away privately, when the Jews wou'd 
have taken him by force and made him 
King ; 
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King ; but ſome perhaps will ſay, Did there 
not appear too great an Affectation of Popu- 
larity and Honour in our Saviour, when he 
rode upon an Aſs into Jeruſalem, attended 
with the Hoſannat's of the Multitude, who ſpread 
their Garments in the Way tO grace the Tri- 
umph? Bur this was ſo far from being an In- 
ſtance of Chriſt's affecting Honour, that it 
was rather a repreſentation of his Humility ; 
he made his Appearance its true in a prince- 
ly, but homely Pomp; it was very fit and 
convenient that he ſhou'd give ſome Repre- 
ſentation, ſome viſible Repreſentation of his 
EKingly Office; very fit that he ſhou'd do this, 
whom God had * as King upon his holy Hill of Si- 
en; and of whom it was toretold, that the Lord 
God wou'd give him the Throne of his Father Das 
| vid, and he ſhou'd Reign over the Houſe of Jacob 
For ever, and of his Kingdom there jheu'd be no 
ed. Now if it was requiſite that this ſame 
| Perſon ſhou'd give ſome viſible Repreſentatt- | 
on of his Kingly Office, how was it poſſible 
| tor him to do it in a more homely Pomp? 
He did not ride in a Chariot, drawn with 
' Horſes of the nobleſt Breed; but upon an Als, 
2 poor filly contemptible Creature, us'd in 
| thoſe Days by the meaner ſort of People; 
nor was it an Aſs fitted for Uſe, but an Aſs's 
Colt, a little fooliſh unmanageable Thing, as 
one obſerves, that wou'd be more likely to 
| diſgrace his Rider, than bring any Credit to 
him; nor was it ſet off with any rich Furniture, 
only 
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only his Diſciples Cloaths were thrown on 
it: He did not, like the Roman Victors, ride 
trampling upon Silver and Gold, but only 


upon the mean Garments of the Common 
People; ſo that this Action of our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, which was the only Paſſage of his Þ 


Life that had any thing in it magnificent in 


the Eye of the World, was rather a token of 
his great Humility and Lowlineſs; and it 1s F 
mention'd as ſuch by the Prophet 


Zach. 9. Zachary, Rejoice greatly, O Daughter 
| 9. of Zion, ſhout O Danughter of Jeruſa- 
lem; behold thy King cometh unto thee ; 
he is juſt, and having Salvation, lowly, and ri- 
ding 2 an Aſs, aud upon a Colt the Foal of 
an Aſs. | | 
3. As the Lord Jeſus evidenced his Hu- 
mility in a Contempt of worldly Honour; ſo 
he did in condeſcending as he did to Men of low 
Eſtate. He took no State upon himſelf, where- 
by to ſtrike an Awe into Perſons of a mean 
Rank and Condition in the World; he was 
as free to converſe with Perſons of a mean 
and low Station in the World, as with Per- 
ſons in a more exalted Station; he was not 
fo vain as to be led into an Admiration of 
any Perſons, becauſe they were of high. De- 
gree, and made a greater Figure in the World 
than the reſt of their Neighbours ; neither did 
he contemn or deſpiſe any, becauſe they were 
of low Degree. Where throughout the Hi- 
ſtory of his Life, do we ever find him looking 
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with an inſolent and ſcornful Eye upon any, 
or treating even the meaneſt Perſons with 
Contempt? Were they not Perſons of the 
meaneſt Rank, and of no Account in the 
World, whom he choſe for his immediate 
Attendants, and with whom he principally 
convers d? His Apoſtles, by their Occupa- 
tion were Fiſhermen, Men in the Eye of the 
World the very Refuſe of the common Peo- 
ple; ſo far was he from affecting to converſe 
with Perſons of ſplendid Fortunes, or Men 
fam'd for Learning and Politicks : Certain 
it is, theſe Things were no Ingredients in the 
Character of thoſe Men with whom he prin- 


cipally convers d. Our Lord Jcſus Chriſt 


never aſpird after the Favour of great Per- 
| ſons, neither was he ambitious of their Com- 
- pany. It we ſcriouſly reflect on the Dignity 
of this Divine Perſon; it muſt be ownd to 
be an Inſtance of Humility and Condeſcen- 
ſion in him, to have kept Company with the 
- greateſt or beſt Perſon in the World, ſince he 
was really much higher than any of the Kings of 
© the Earth; it could be no other than an Act 


of Condeſcenſion in him to have kept Com- 


pany with the greateſt Princes and Emperors 
in the World, ſince in him were hid ſuch Trea- 
* ſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge : He could not 
7 have kept Company with the greateſt Scholars 
upon Earth, without giving at the ſame time 


a clear and undoubted Specimen of the moſt 


profound Humility; but with how m_ 
| | an 
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and dazling a Luſtre does his Humility ſhine 
forth, when inſtead of converſing with theſe, 
we find him holding his moſt familiar Con- 
verſe with Men void of Literature and of bum- 
ble Fortunes, during the whole courſe of his 
ſtay herc upon Earth: He made himſelf of 
no Reputation in the World, when he took 
thole to be his moſt familiar Companions 
who were Men of no Reputation in the Ac- 
count of the World: Thoſe were his Inti- 
mates and Boſom-Friends, whom the great 
Ones of the Earth would even ſcorn to ſet 
with the Degs of their Flock. O glorious Hu- 
mility! O amazing and wonderful Conde{- 
cenſion of the Heir of all Things! How 
freely and familiarly do we find this Divine 
Perſon converſing with a Woman of Samariæ, 
when ſhe came to draw Water out of Jacob's 
Hel“ Inſomuch that his Diſciples 

John 4. marvelled when they came and found 
27. him talking with her. How condel- 
cending did he ſhow himſelf in be- 

ing ſo ready to v iſit the Servant of a certain 
Centurion, that acknowledged him- 

Luke 5 ſelf not worthy that he ſhou'd en- 
1 z. ter under his Roof? How humble 
:2, did he appear in taking the blind 

Man at Bethſaida by the Hand, and 

leading him himſelf out of Town, in order 
to cure him? What notice do we find him 
taking even of little Children, whom one 
Mou d have thought to have been beneath the 
Regard 
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| Regard of ſo Divine and Glorious a Perſo— 
nage. When his Diſciptes rebuk'd them that 
brought little Children to him, 7s 
ald, Suffer little Children, and Fact Matt. 19. 
them not to come to me, for of ſuch is 44. 
the Kingdom of Heaven. He did 
not diſdain taking them into his Arms; no, we 
read that he took them up in his Arms, 
tut bis Hands upon them, and bleſſed Mark 10. 
em. As 
4. Chriſt evidenced his Humility in a 
great many other Acts and Inſtances of con- 
| deſcending Goodneſs. May we not eſteem 
| his aſſuming the Human Nature as one glo- 
rious Act or Inſtance of condeſcending 
: Goodneſs 2 Did he not ſtoop very greatly, 
| when becauſe the Children of Mex were Partakers 
ef Fleſh and Blood, he alſo became a Pa-taker 
* hereof too? How marvellous was his Condeſ- 
cenſion in being willing to appear in the Likes 
| eſs of finful Fleſh, and in ſubmitting to be 
touch'd with the feeling of our Infirmities, as 
the bleſſed Jeſus did? For we read of his be- 
ing hungry and weary, of his flceping and his 
palſing thro' the Ages of Human Life. Chriſt, 
Rs he became Man, was made a little lower 
than the Angels; and was not this glorious 
Condeſcenſion in him that was the Son of the 
Higheſt, and the Brightneſs of his Father's Glory? 
8 humble and lowly was this Divine Per- 
ſon, that he did not diſdain the Womb of the 
Virgin. We ſhall be more affected with his 
| con- 
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condeſcending Goodneſs, in afluming our Na- 
ture, if we do but reflect upon the humbling 
Circumſtances in which he made his Entry 
in the World. Was he born of a 
If. 53.2. rich Family? No, He was a Root 
out of dry Ground : The Family from 
whence he ſprung was then gone to decay. 
Were his immediate Parents Rich or Great in 
the World ? No, alas! they were Poor Perſons; 
the Mother was ſo Poor, that e c- 
Luke 2. fer d for her Cleanſing only a Pair of Tur- 
24. tle-Doves, or two young Pigeons ; and 
Comp, his reputed Father was by his Occu- 
La.12. 9. Pation no other than a Carpenter. 
Matt. 12. Was he born in a Place of any Note or 
55. Fame? No, Bethlehem was the Place 
Mic. 5. 2. Of his Birth, which was little among 
the Thouſands of Judah. Was he 
born in any convenient Circumſtances 2 No, 1 
He was born in the Stable of an Inn, 
Lu. 2. 11. and laid in a Manger. Theſe were 
ſome of the Circumſtances which 
attended our Saviour's coming into the World, Þ « 
and by which it appears that he was not! 
born in honourable and wealthy Circumſian- FF ! 
ces; NO, alas! for he took upon him the Form of iſ 
a Servant; and tho he was Rich, yet for our Sakes 
he became Poo. It had been, doubtleſs, Con-“ 
deſcenſion in the Son of God to have affum'd 
the Human Nature in its moſt honourable !: 
Circumſtances; to have been willing to have 
been born of the moſt honourable Parentage 
c W upon 
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upon Earth, and in a Place of the greateſt 
Note and Reſort; but oh! how low did he 
ſtoop, when he choſe to be born of ſuch 
poor Parents, and to come into the World 
in ſuch mean and deſpicable Circumſtances. 
Well, when he did come into the World, did 
he chuſe to take up his Abode in ſome popu— 
lous City of Note and 2 No, the Place 

of his Abode was N-2.4-4th, a Place fo defpi- 


| cable, that it ſeems to have been a prover- 
bial Say in, WJ es ar ing come 
bout 0/ Naw th In This dete e John 1. 


Place was he content to ſpend a 46. 

» conſiderable Part of his Time, and 

it is not unlikely but he might ſpend ſome 

Portion of it in working at) 222 ather's Trade, 

for we find the ere, when atoniſh'd at his 

b Doctrine, crying out, I not this the 

| Carpenter ? Ny: only + 5 net this the Mark 6.3. 

; Carpenter's In, but 75 not this tho 
| Carpenter ! It was the general Cuſtom of the 
| Jews to teach their Children ſome Trade or 
other; the Jews ſay, that it was incumbent 
pon a Father to do theſe four Things, with 
eeſpect to his Son, . ro circumciſe him, to 
redeem him, to teach him the Law, and to in- 
ſtruct him in ſome Trade or other. One of their 
| Rabbies was wont to ſay, he that does not teach 
his Sou ome Trade, is as tho he taught him to 
| th; Since then this was ſo general a Cu- 
[om 2mongſt the Jews, it is not unlikely 
ha el, the reputed Father of our Lord, 
might 
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might bring up his reputed Son to his Buſi- 
neſs; neither 1s it unlikely that Chriſt, who 
came to Nazareth with his Parents, and was 
ſubject to them, did ſubject himſelf to them 
in this reſpect; it is not unlikely but he 
might ſpend ſome of his juvenile Years, be- 
fore he centred upon his publick Miniſtry, in 
ſetting the World an Example of honeſt Indu- 
ſtry in a lawful Calling. I am ſure if he did 
ſpend any of his juvenile Years in working 
at his Father's Trade, he did not herein 
more ſet an Example of honelt Induſtry than 
of profound Humility, as will appear to any 
that give themſelves leave to reflect upon the 
Nature of the Employment; it was the mean 
and laborious Employment of a Carpenter, 
an Employment one ſhould have thought no 
way ſuited to the exalted Genius of the Son 
of God; an Employment not to be rank d 


either amongſt the gainful or honourable Em- 
ployments of this Earth; an Employment 


very different from the ingenious Employ- 
ments of the Mind, which are attended with 
Delight and Pleaſure ; this ſeems to be the 
Employment, if any, wherein the Son of God 
exerciſed himſelf : How lowly in Heart will 
this divine Perſon appear to any that view 
him working at his Father's Trade? Our Sa- 
viour's ſubmitting to be baptiz'd by John the 
Baptiſt, was not the leaſt Inſtance of his con- 


| deſcending Goodneſs ; the Lord and Maſter 
| ſufter'd his Vaſſal and Servant to put his 


Hand 
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Hand upon him, the greater was bleſſed of the 
leſler. The Baptiſt was very ſenſible 

of this Condeſcenſion, / have need, ſays Matt. 13. 
; be, to be baptized of thee, and comeſt 14 
thou to ine? When our bleſſed Sa- 

viour manifeſted to the World upon what 
Errand he came into it; he not only took f- 
on him the Form of a Servant, but he did in a 
great many Inſtances act as ſuch. He made 
it evident to all, that he came not to be miniſtred 
Eto, Gut to miniſter, He evidenced his Hu- 
mility, in his not diſdaining to receive Acts 
of Kindneſs and Courteſy at "the Hands of o- 
thers; he did not (as tho it were beneath 
him to be 9bligd by others) in a proud 
ſcorntul manner refuſe to accept tender'd 
Kindneſſes; ſo far was he from citeeming it 
below him to make an Acknowledgment of 
any tender'd Favours, that we fin d him ta- 
king care to blaze to all the World in all fu— 
| ure Ages, the Kindneſs of the Woman who 
| pour d precious Ointment on his Head as he 
ſat at Meat; hear his Words, Ve- 

, I ſay unto you, whereſoever this Mart. 26 
Gifpel., hall be preachd in the whtle 13: 
Lr, 5 ere bull alſo this that this | 

Fr Yoman hath © 20h be told for a Memorial of her. 
So far was the Son of God from diſdaining 
to receive Kindneſſes at the Hands of others, 
and to acknowledge them, that it ſhou'd ſeem 
in great Humility he ſubmitted to live upon 


Aims; tor we read of certain Women mini- 
H ſtring 
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ſtring to him of their Subſtance ; There wer: 
certain Women which had been heal'd 
Luke 3. of evil Spirits and Infirmities, Mary, 
23. called Magdalen, out of whom vent 
ſeven Devils; and Joanna, the Wife 
of Chuza, Herod's Steward, and Suſayna, aud 
many others which miniſtred unto him of their 
Subſtance, O how lowly does the Heir of al 
Things appear, in accepting the charitable 
Contributions of well-diſpoſed Perſons, and 
being himſelf without any certain Dwelling- 
Place; for tho' the Foxes had Holes, 
Luke 9, and the Birds of the Air had Neſts, 
53- yet the Son of Man had not where to 

lay his Head. 

Did not the Son of God appear in the 
Form of a Servant, when he condeſcended 
to that mean Office of waſhing hi; 
John 13. Diſciples Feet? His Humility and 
:. Condeſcenſion did appear in all the 
Circumſtances of that ſurprizing 
Action; could any thing be more ſervile, or 
repreſent him more as a Servant, than his 
taying aſide his Garments and girding himſelf with 
a Towel ? It was uſual with Servants to gird 
themſelves when they ſerv'd their Maſters, 
whereby they were more expedite for the 
Service wherein they engag'd ; Make 
Luke 27. ready, ſays the Maſter to his Ser- 
8. vant, wherewith 1 may ſup, and gird 
thyſelf and ſerve me. Well, when he 
had girded himſelf, that he might omit-no- 
thing 
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thing that look'd ſervile, he ours Water into 
a Baſon, which as ſoon as he has done, he 
waſh'd his Diſciples Feet. But he did not ſtop 
here, there was another ſervile Action be- 
hind, which he perform'd, and that was, 
wiping the Feet of thoſe whom he waſh'd, which 
he did with the Towel with which he was 
girded. O wonderful Condeſcenſion of the 
Son of God ! the like ſure has not been heard 
or! Waſhing the Feet was always deem'd a 
moſt ſervile Act, and the Office of an Infe- 
rior, as appears from Abigal's Speech to the 
Meſſengers which David ſent to her, Aud ſie 
aroſe and bowed herſelf on her Face 10 
the Earth, and ſaid, behold let thine 1 Sam. 25. 
Hand-maid be a Servant to waſh the it; 
Feet of the Servants of my Lord. It 
las been uſual for a Wife to perform 
his Action to her Husband, a Child to 
his Parent, and a Servant to his Maſter - 
>ut when was it ever known that a Superi- 
or perform'd this ſervile Action to an Interior, 
ti our blefled Saviour did it to his Diſciples ? 
There was ſuch condeſcending Humility in 
nis Action of our bleiled Saviour, that the 
Diſciples were perfectly aſtoniſh'd at it, as 
appears by Simon Peter's Carriage upon this 
)ccafion ; as ſoon as our Lord came to him, 
je Cries out with Wonder and Aſtoniſhment, 
Lord, doſt thou waſh my Feet * Which when our 
ord had reply'd to, by telling him that here- 
iter he ſhould underſtand the Meaning of 
; H 2 this 
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this Action, he cries out, Thou ſhalt never waſ) 
my Feet : This he ſpake out of Reſpect and 
Reverence to his Maſter, as thinking it too 
ſervile an Act for him to condeſcend to. This 
Action, as it was a bright Inſtance of the 
Humility of our Saviour, ſo it was delign'd 
by him as Exemplary ; as appears from what 
follows the Account given of it; ſo after he 
had wild their Feet, and had taken his Gai 
ments and was ſet down again, he ſaid unto them, 
Know ye what I have done to you f Te call me 
Maſter, aud Lord, and ye jay well, for ſo I am. 
If 1 then, your Lord and Maſter, have abe 
your Feet, ye alſo ought to waſh one anothers Feet: 
For I have given you an Example, that ye ſhould 
do as I have done to you ; verily, verily I Jay un. 
zo you, the Servant is not greater than his Lord, 
neither is he that is ſent, greater than he that ſet 
bim. After the blefled Jeſus had humbled 
himſelf in this, and many other Inſtances, he 
humbled himſelf in becoming obedient to Death, 
even that of the Croſs: The Death of the 
Croſs was of ſo ſhametul a Nature, that it 
Was a Death peculiar and appropiate to 
Slaves; it was reckon'd too great an Indig- 
| nity to condemn a Freeman of the City ot 
Rome to this Death, whatever his Crime 
was ; but to this ſhametu! Death, and all 
the Indignities attending it, did the Son ot 
God ſubmit, whereby as he expreſs'd a great 
many other Graces, {o did he a moſt pro- 
tound Humility. | 
(2.) Our 
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2.) Our Lord Jcſus Chriſt was very meek: 
Weil might he lay, Learn of me, for I am meek 
as well as lowly in Heart; he was perfectly a- 
dorn d with the incor ruptible Oraament of a meek 
aud quiet Spirit, which in the Sight of God is of 
great Price; he ſhew'd out of his Converſation his 


| Works with Meckneſs of Wiſdom. He evidenc'd 


the Meckneſs of his Temper by that perfect 


Government which he had of the Paſſion of 


Anger, by giving ſometimes ſoft Anſwers, 
and at other Times ſaying nothing to thoſe 
that offer d him Provocation ; and, Laſily, by 

his Readineſs to torgive Injuries done him. 


1. He evidenc'd the Meekzeſs of his Tem- 


per, by that compleat and perfect Govern- 
ment which he had of the Paſſion of Anger. 


We cannot ſay that our Lord Jeſus was never 
angry, for we find he was; and ven he had 
looked round about on them with An- 


ger, being grieved for the hardneſs of Mark 3. 


their Hearts, &c. It was not neceſ- 5+ 

ſary that he ſhon'd be void of this 

Paſſion of Anger, in order to his being de- 
nominated a compleat and perfect Pattern of 
Meekneſs; for Meekneſs is a Grace that re- 
gulates, and does not extirpate this Paſſion 
of Anger, which is a Paſſion implanted in us 
by the Author of Nature, and in itſelf 1s not 
to be deem'd either morally Good or moral- 
iy Evil, but according as it is circumſtanti- 
ated, becomes either the one or the other. 


There is a juſt and commendable Anger, as 
H 3 well 
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well as 2 ſinful Anger, as doubtleſs an An- 
ger againſt Sin muſt be reckon'd ; ſuch was 
the Anger that appear'd in the meek Jeſus, 
It Chriſt was angry, yet did he not fin in it, 
and that a Perſon may be angry and not {in 
in it, is ſupposd by the Apoſtle, when he 
ſays, Be ye angry aud ſin not. Our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt was never angry without a Cauſe, was 
never haſty in Spirit to be angry, did never 
excced in his Anger. 

1. He was never angry without a Cauſe; 
no cauſcleſs Anger ever entred within the 
Breaſt of the holy Jeſus. Thoſe may be ſaid 
to be angry without a Cauſe, who loſe their 
Temper by reaſon of trifling Occurrences or 
| Provocations, but it can never be imagin d, if 
that the Son of God was cver put out ot 
Temper by trifling Provocations, who kept] 
[ ſuch an admirable Temper under the great- 
| eſt. He kept a calm and ſercne Temper ot 
'S Mind at ſuch Times as he had thoſe Indig- 
nities offer'd him, which others would have 
reckon d a ſufficient Cauſe or Foundation ot 
Anger. Sin indeed is a juſtifiable Cauſe ot 
Anger, and if ever we read of Chriſt's being 
angry, it is upon the account hereof. 

2. As he was never angry without a 
Cauſe, ſo he was not haſty in his Spirit to be 
angry; he never once dealt fooliſbly by being ſoon 
angry; he was flow to Wrath, whereby, as al- 
ſo by his Behaviour in other Reſpects, he e- 
videnced himſelf to be of great Underſtauding, 

. and 
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and better than the Mighty. O how different 
was the Temper of the holy Jeſus, from that 
of thoſe, who having mo Rule over their own 
Spirits, may fitly be compar d to a City that was 
broken down and without Malls! O how diffe- 
rent from the Temper of thoſe Fools, who 
ſuffer their Math to be preſently known, who 
quickly take Fire at the Apprehenſion of the 
ſmalleſt Affront or Injury! Our blefled Savi- 
our had as clear a View and as quick a Senſe 
of Things as any one could be ſuppos'd to 
have, yet was he not quick and haſty in his 


| Reſentments : It is certain his not being quick 


and haſty in reſenting Injuries, did not ariſe 
from any ſtupidity or want of Senſe, to 
which many angry Perſons in fayour of their 


| Paſſions are apt to impute a flownelſs to 
| Wrath. 

| 3. Chriſt, as he was never angry without 
| a Cauſe, or haſty in Spirit to be angry, ſo 


he never exceeded in his Anger. If Anger 
was at any Time kindled in his Breaſt, yet 
did it never exceed the demerit of the Ot- 
tence which might occaſion it: It he was at 
any time angry, yet he was not fierce, noiſy 
and clamorous in his Anger, as 1s the manner 


of too many of his pretended Followers; he 


never by fierce Looks and a diſtorted Coun- 
tenance betray'd any Wrath; his Spirit was 


never ſo far provok'd as to cauſe him to ſpeak. 


unadviſedly with his Lips; by which it appears 
that our Lord was the only perfect Pattern of 
* Meck- 
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Meekneſs that ever appear'd in the World 
for Meſes, tho' he was mech above all the Wii 
that were upon the Face of the Earth, yet did 
he not always keep his Temper; 
PC. 106. for we read that his Spirit was /5 
13. provok'd, that he ſpake unadviſedly with 
his Lips; but our Lord Jeſus did 

never in any one Inſtance tranſgreſs the Laws 
of Mecknels. 
2. Our Lord Jcſus evidenced the Meekneſs 

of his Temper, ſometimes by calm ſoft Au- 
fwers; at other Times by fence, and ſaying iſ 
nothing to thoſe that offer'd him Provoca- Þ 
tion. Inſtead of ſtirring up Anger by grievors 
I/ords when provok'd, how did he endeavour Þ 
by foft Anſwers to turn away Wrath, to turn i 
away the Wrath of thoſe that were his Ene- | 
mies wrong fully. Tho he met with barbarous Þ 
and ungrateful Treatment from thoſe whom 
he ſtudy'd by all poſſible means to oblige, 
yet that he always kept an even, calm and 


diſpaſſionate Temper of Mind, appears from 
thoſe ſoft Anſwers which he gave when pro- 


vok'd ; with how much Mildneſs do we find 


him Reaſoning with the Phariſees, when they 


caſt the moſt malicious and ſpiteful Re- 
proaches at him? One Time we 

Mat. 9. 3, find them charging him with Blaſ- 
4 51 6- phemy, for ſaying to the Man fick of 
the Palſy, Son, be of good Cheer; thy 

Sins are forgiven thee; but our bleſſed Lord, 
inſtead of being mov'd into a Paſſion by ſuch 
a 


ee 


Ac 
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2 malicious Calumny, meekly after this man- 
ner reaſons with em, H/berefore think ye Evil 
in your Hearts? For, whether is eaſier for to ſay, 
Thy Sins are forgiven thee; or to ſay, Ariſe and 
walk ? And then to prove that he had a Right 
to ſay as he did, he cures the ſick Man of 
his Palſy. In the ſame Chapter we have an 


Account of the ſame Men quarrelling with 
him for his eating with Publicans and Sinners; 


to which our Lord calmly anſwers, They that 
be whole need not a Phyfitian, but they that are 


fick. And then he ſends them to learn what 
that meaneth, 7 will have Mercy and 
not Sacrifice; for I am not come to call V. 11,12. 
| the Righteous, but Sinners to Repen- 


tance. Another Time, we find theſe ſelf-con- 
ceited Phariſees quarrelling with him about 


| the Breach of the Sabbath, becauſe his Dil- 

ciples being hungred, did on that Day pluck the 
| Ears of Corn, as they paſs d along through the 
| Corn-Fields All that our Lord did upon thus 
| Occafion, was the vindicating the Action of 


his Diſciples, which he did with ſoft Words 
and hard Arguments; he argues from David's 
eating the Shew-Bread when he was hungry ; 
from their own Opinion of the Prieſts, who 
tho' in the Temple they prophan d 
the Sabbath, were eſteem d by them Mat. 12. T. 
blameleſs; from God's preferring 
Mercy before Sacrifice; and from his own Au- 
thority, with reſpect ro the Sabbath-Day ; 
for the Son of Man, ſays he, is Lord even of the 
H 5 Sil bat h- 
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Sabbath-Day. In the ſame Chapter we read 
of their quarrelling with him partly about the 
ſame Mater; they put a Queſtion to him re- 
lating to the Sabbath, with a malicious in- 
tent of accuſing him; they asked him, ſaying, 
1s it lawful to heal on the Sabbath Days? that 
they might accuſe him: To which, notwith- 
ſtanding the Maliciouſneſs of their Deſign in 
putting ſuch a Queſtion to him, he very calm- | 
ly anſwers, and vindicates-the Lawifulneſs of 
Healing on the Sabbath-Day, by an Argument 
taken from themſelves, which is call'd Arg 
| mentum ad hominem; And he ſaid Þ 
V. 11, 12. unto them, What Man ſhall there be 
among you, that ſhall have one Sheep, 
and if it fall into the Pit on the Sabbath-Day, wi! 
he not lay hold on it, and lift it out? How much 
then is a Man better than a Sheep ; wherefore it 
7s lawful to do well on the Sabbath-Days. In this 
Anſwer our Lord argues not only ad homi- 
nem, but a minori ad majus ; if it be lawful to 
take care of Sheep on the Sabbath-Day, cer- 
tainly it muſt be lawful to take care of Man, 
who is by far a more conſiderable Creature 
In the ſame Chapter we find the Phariſees ſo 
enraged at theſe miraculous Cures which he 
wrought, that they charg'd him with hold- 
ing a Conſpiracy with Satan; when they 
could not gain-fay the Fact of his working 
Miracles, they impute it to the Power and 
Operation of the Devil; they ſaid in a ___ 
f | IT la- 
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blaſphemous and ſcornful manner, 
This Fellow doth not cad out Devils, Vetl. 24. 
but by Beelxebub the Prince of the 
Devils. To which blaſphemous Charge of 


| theirs, our bleſſed Saviour anſwers with much 


Meekneſs and Wiſdom: He firſt with a for- 
cible Reaſon ſhews the abſurdity of the 
Charge; it is abſurd to think that Satan ſhou'd 
lend a helping Hand to caſt out Satan, ſince 


this wou'd quickly overthrow his own King- 


dom; He ſaid unto them, Every King- 
dom divided against itſelf is brought to Veil. 25, 


| Deſolation; and every City or Houſe 2 85 


divided again itſelf ſhall not ſtand. 

And if Satan cad out Satan, he is divided a- 
gains? himfelf, how ſhall then his Kingdom ſtand ? 
After he had ſaid this with much Calmneſs, 
he puts this Queſtion to 'em, And 

if I by Beelzebub ca? out Devils, by Verſe 27. 
whom do your Children cat them out? 


| We find the Jews ſo exaſperated againſt our 


Lord's Diſcourſes, that they too up Stones in 
order to ſtone him; but in what a calm diſpaſ- 
ſionate manner does he reaſon the Caſe with 
em, ſaying, Many good Works have 
I ſhewed you from my Father; for which John 10. 
of theſe Works do ye ſtone me? Our 37> 32. 
bleſſed Saviour evidenced the Meek- 
neſs of his Temper, by expreſſing himſelf ſo 
mildly as he did upon the moſt provoking 
Occaſions ; with what Mildneſs did he ſpeak 
to Judas at the inſtant of betraying wu 
wnen 


Mildneſs of his Temper to Judas, ſo did he 
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when that vile and infamous Traytor came 
to Jeſus, and ſaid, Hail Maſter ! and kiſſed him ; 
his meck Maſter us'd no harſher Expreſſion 
than that of Friend, and ask d him, 

Matt. 26. Wherefore he was come? And Jeſs 
50. ſaid unto him, Friend, Wherefore art 

thou come ? If that perfidious Wretch 

had had but one ſpark of Ingenuity, Grati- Þ 
tude and Honour lodg'd in his Breaſt ; how 
muſt it cut and melt him to hear his Maſter 
uſing an Expreſſion that carry'd along with it 
ſo much Tenderneſs and Sweetneſs, at a Time 
that he was venting his Malice againſt him 
in the moſt infamous manner imaginable ? Þ 
How muſt it cut him to hear his Maſter give 
him no ather Title than that of Friend, at 
an inſtant of Time wherein he was acting Þ 
the Part of a baſe and perfidious Enemy 
The blefled Jeſus, inſtead of reproaching this 
wretched Perſon for his baſe Treachery, and] 
vile Ingratitude, only in a ſoft and mild man- 
ner puts this Queſtion to him, Yherefore art: 
thou come? Another Evangelist makes 

Luke 22. our Lord ſpeak thus, Judas, betray- 
43. et thou the Son of Man with a Kiſs! 
How gentle the Expoſtulation is, 

will readily appear to thoſe that conſider the 
Character of the Perſon to whom it was ut- 
ter d. As the Son of God evidenc'd the 


to the chief Prieſts and Captains, and Elders 
that accompany'd Judas at that Time. No 
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what mild and gentle Terms docs he expo- 
ſtulate the Caſe with 'em? Then 

ſaid Jeſus unto the chief Prieſts and Luke 22. 
Captains of the Temple, and the El. 5%» 53: 
ders which were come to him; Be 

come out as againſt a Thief with Sword and Staves ? 
When I was daily with you in the Temple, ye 
ſtretched forth no Hands agains* ine; but this is 
your Hour, and the Power of Darkneſs, In what 
a calm and gentle Manner do we find him 
reaſoning the Caſe with the Officer that ſtruck 
him, in the Preſence of the High-Pricit ; the 
hardeſt Words that this inſolent Carriage 
drew from him were theſe, FI 

have ſpoken evil, bear witneſs of the John 18. 
evil; but if well, Ny ſmitest thou 23. 
me.? Theſe and ſuch- like were the 

ſoft Anſwers which the meek Jeſus us'd, in or- 
der to turn away the Wrath of thoſe that were 
unjuſtly incensd agains? him. Sometimes he 
anſwer'd the unjuſt Calumnies of his Ene- 
mies with ſilence and ſaying nothing: Thus 
when two falſe Witneſſes appear'd againſt 
him before the High-Prieſt, we read that he 
anſwer'd nothing to what they witneſſed a- 
gainſt him; but held his Peace till the High- 
Prieſt adjurd him by the living 

God to tell 'em, whether he was the Matt. 26. 
Chriſt, the Son of God? He was op- _ 62> 63. 
preſs'd, and he was afflicted, yet he II. 53. 7. 
peu not his Mouth ; he was brought 


fore 
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fore the Shearers is dumb, ſo he opened not hi; 


Mouth. Amidſt all the ungrateful Uſage, the 
baſe Inſult, and opprobrious Language which 
was levell'd againſt the holy Jeſus, we never 
find him in his Diſcourſe with his Adverſarics 
making uſe of any reviling Terms, or unbe- 
coming opprobrious Language; no, 
x Per. 2. being reviled, he reviled not again; 
23- when he ſuffer d he threatned not, but 
committed himſelf to him that judgeth 

righteouſly. 

3. And Laſtly, Our Lord Jeſus eviden- 
ced the Meekneſs of his Temper in not me- 
ditating Revenge, but in his ſo ready forgi- 
Tho' he met with ſo much 
injurious Treatment from all ſorts of Perſons, 
yet did he not av2nge himſelf as he might have 


done, but ſtill gave place to Math; he did not 


recompenſe to any lun Evil for Evil, but ever fol- 
towed that which was good unto all Men We 
never hear him venting himſelt in ſuch Lan- 
guage as this, I will recompenſe Evil, I will do 
o to him as he hath done to me. He was per- 
fectly poſſeſs d of that Charity which is not eaſi- 
ly provok'd, which ſuffers long and is kind, which 


beareth all Things, which eadureth all Things. 
When his two Diſciples James and John were 


for calling for Fire from Heaven upon the Sa- 


maritans, who wou'd. not receive 
Chriſt, he rebuk'd them, ſaying, Te 
know not what manner of Spirit ye are 


of ; for the Sou of Man is not come to 
deſtroy 
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deſtroy Mens Lives, but to ſave em: He cvidenc'd 
2 more than ordinary Diſcretion by deferring 
Anger, and his Glory by paſſing over Tranſgreſſi- 
onus, A malicious revengetul Temper was ve- 
ry contrary to the Temper of the meek Je- 
| {us, who inſtead of revenging the Injuries and 
Affronts he met with, was ſtill ready to do 
all Offices of Love to ſuch who injur'd him; 
| He did not render Evil for Evil, but contrariwiſe 
| Bleſſing. It might very truly be ſaid of him, 
| that he did good to them that hated him; he bleS? 
| them that curſed him, and pray'd for them that 
| deſpitefully us d him; witneſs his laſt Prayer up- 
on the Croſs, wherein, as much as might be, 
he extennated the Fault of his fierce and vio- 
| lent Perſecutors, and pray'd for their Forgive- 
| neſs; Father, forgive 'em, ſays he, for they know 
not what they do. Thus it appears that he was 
never, throughout the whole courſe of his 
Acting upon Earth, overcome of Evil, but al- 
ways overcome Evil with Good, even to the laſt 
finiſhing Stroke of his Life. Of what a meek 
forgiving Temper was the Son of God? How 
did he in this Reſpect excced all that ever 
dwelt upon the Face of the Earth? He for- 
gave greater Injuries than others are capable 
of receiving. The Injuries that he met with, 
as they were of a larger ſize than are ordina- 
rily to be met with, even in this ill-natur'd 
World, ſo they receiv'd a peculiar Enhanſe- 
ment and Aggravation from the Dignity of 
him to whom they were offer d. Perſons of 
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2 meek and mild Diſpoſition have ſometimes 
found it not a little difficult to forgive ſlight 
Afﬀronts and Provocations; whereas the bleſ- 
ſed Jeſus forgave the greateſt, and greater than 
others either do or can meet with: It was al- 
ways in his Power to have reveng'd the In- 
juries he met with, yet did he not meditate 
Revenge. Now not to meditate Revenge when 
there is a Power to execute it, is certainly a 
more glorious Inſtance of a meek forgiving 
Temper, than not to do it when there is no 
ſuch Power, which, alas, 1s often, very often 
the Caſe of thoſe that ſeem to put up Injurics 
amongſt Men; they ſeem to forgive and put 
up when it is not in their Power to avenge 
themſelves. The blefled Jeſus forgave Inju- 
ries, tho' he had no Motive or Inducement to 
do this from any need which he himſelf Rood 
in of Forgiveneſs, from either God or Man. 
He ſtood in no need of Forgiveneſs at the 
Hands of God, ſince he always did the Things 
that pleaſed God, and never once offended him ; 
now the need Sinners ſtand in of Forgiveneſs 
at the Hands of God, is a very ſtrong Mo- 
tive and Argument in their Caſe, to induce 
em to forgive what Injuries they meet with 
from Men ; ſince nothing can be more reaſon- 
able, than if they expect that God ſhou'd for- 
give them their great and innumerable Offen- 
ces, they ſhoud be ready to forgive their 
Fellow- Creatures their ſmall Offences; which, 
if compar d with their Offences againſt God, 
| are 
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are but as an Hundred Pence to Ten Thouſand Ta- 
lents; and beſides, this is a Thing highly 
reaſonable in itſelf, ſo it is made the indiſ- 
penſable Condition of their being intereſted 
in this Bleſſing at the Hands of God; for if 
we forgive not Men their Treſpaſſes, neither 
will our heavenly Father forgive us: But 
now the bleſſed Jeſus had no Motive from 
this Quarter to engage him to forgive any, 
ſince he did not need Forgiveneſs at the 
Hands of God. And as he ſtood in no 
need of Forgiveneſs at the Hands of God, 
ſo did he as little need Forgiveneſs at 
the Hands of Men; for as he never of- 
tended his Father, ſo neither did he ever in- 
jure any Man. Now the need we ſtand in 
of Forgiveneſs from Men, as well as that we 
ſtand in from God, is a Motive and Argu- 
ment why we ſhou'd be ready to forgive the 
Injuries we meet with from Men; it is queſti- 
onleſs a very forcible Reaſon why we ſhou'd be 
ready to forgive an offending Brother, that we 
are ſo apt in many Things to offend others, and 
by conſequence to ſtand in need of their For- 
giveneſs: Is it not very reaſonable that we 
be found exerciſing a Grace which we need 
ſo often to have exerciſed with reſpect to-our- 
ſelves? But now, if we turn our Eyes towards 
the blefled Jeſus, we ſhall ind him exerciſing 
this Grace, tho' he had none of this Motive 
or Inducement to engage him to the exer- 
ciſe of it; for he never injur'd or offended a- 

ny 
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ny Perſon, and by conſequence never needed 
Forgiveneſs at the Hands of any Man. Tho' he 
did notneed Forgiveneſs from others, yet was 
he ever ready to ſhew Forgiveneſs to others; 
O glorious Pattern of a meek and forgiving 
Temper! The bleſſed Jeſus, as he was ever 
ready to forgive Injuries, tho' he had none 
of thoſe Motives to induce him which we 
Sinners have, ſo he was ſtill repeating Acts 
of this kind: He had very frequent occaſi- 
on for encreaſing this Grace, and he did as 
often exerciſe it as he had occaſion for do- 
ing it; he did very frequently meet with In- 
ſults from Men during his ſtay upon Earth, 
and he did as frequently forgive. Men are 
apt to be tired with the Exerciſe of this Di- 
vine Grace; if they have reſiſted the Bent of 
their Inclination exciting to Revenge, ſo far 
as to forgive once or twice, they begin to 
think that they have herein done ſomewhat 
meritorious ; but to be repeating and perpe- 
tuating Acts of this kind, they reckon too 
difficult a Task, and more than can reaſona- 
bly be required at their Hands; tho' our 
bleſſed Saviour, when Peter ask'd him how 
often his Brother ſhou'd offend and he forgive him, 
made anſwer that he /hou'd not forgive till ſeven 
Times, but until ſeventy Times Seven; and he 
preach'd agreeably to his own Doctrine, he 
forgave-not only till ſeven Times, but until 
ſeventy Times Seven. As Men never deſiſt- 
ed from injuring him, whilſt he was upon 

Earth, 


| 
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Earth, ſo was he invincibly conſtant in the 
Exerciſe of this excellent Grace ; the Men 
whom he {tudy'd to oblige by all Acts of Kind- 
neſs, were not more unwearicd in provoking 
him, than he was in paſſing by and forgiving. 

(3.) Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was temperate: 
He liv'd ſoberly in this preſent World, ſo ufing it 
and the Creatures in it, as not to aluſe either 
it or them. Tho' he was called a gluttonous Per- 


| ſon and a Wine-bibber, yet his Heart was never 


once over-charged with Surfeiting and Drunken- 
neſs. Tho' the Deſign of his coming into 
the World might require him to be ſometimes 
amongſt Mine- biblers and riotous Eaters of Fleſh, 
yet did he never once run with them to any ex- 
ceſs of Riot. He has ſet all his Diſciples an Ex- 


ample of walking hoxeſtly in the Day, not in Ris- 


ting and Drunkenneſs, which Example whoſoe- 


ver does not follow, muſt expect to receive the 
| Reward of Unrighteouſneſs. He was exactly tem- 


perate in all his Meals, and never exceeded 
in the Quantity of his Food, ſo as hereby to 
be rendred leſs expedite for diſcharging the 
Functions of the Office in which he was in- 
veſted; the repairing that bodily Strength and 
Vigour which he ſpent in Glorifying his Fa- 
ther, and doing Good to the Souls and Bo- 


dies of Men was the end of his Eating, and 


not the gratifying of the ſenſual Appetite. He 
never roſe from any Table, at which he fat 
down to eat, leſs fit for the Contemplation of 
divine and heavenly Subjects, upon Which hs 
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holy Mind was ſtill intent. It wou'd be 
Blaſphemy to think that he was ever drunk 
with Wine, wherein is exceſs; but it is certain 
he was filled with the Spirit, which he had with- 
out meaſure. As our bleſſed Saviour never ex- 
ceeded in the Quantity of his Food, but al- 
ways kept within the exact Rules of Tempe- 
rance, ſo he was never curious as to the Qua- 
lity. He was not d:/firous of Dainties, know- 
ing them to be deceitful Meat; deceitful, ſince 
hereby many have been deceiv'd into a ſin- 
ful Exceſs, with reſpe&t to the Quantity of 
their Food. He coud feaſt as well upon Bar- 
ley-Loaves and ſmall Fiſhes, as upon the 
greateſt Variety of the moſt coſtly Entertain- 
ments. He was far from deſiring, with the 
rich Glutton, to fare ſumptuouſiy every Day; how 
can this be thought of one that choſe ſuch 
poor, mean and afflicted Circumitances of 
Lite, as our blefled Saviour did? Indeed we 
read now and then of his being at Feaſts, 
but it was not for the ſake of gratifying his 
Appetite, but that hereby he might have an 
opportunity of inſtructing Perſons by his ex- 
cellent Diſcourſe. Whatever Feaſts he was 
at, certain it is he never once tranſgreſs'd the 
Rules of Temperance; and his being ar Feaſts 
ſhews us, that a moderate delight of the Bo- 
dy with eating and drinking, is not at all 
Seaſons unſeemly for a Chriſtian. A Chriſti- 
an may ſometimes take more and better Food 


than what is abſolutely neceſſary for the 70 
bach wr Suſtc- 
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Suſtenance of Nature, without tranſgreſſing 
the Rules of Sobriety and Temperance. Tho' 
doubtleſs it becomes all the Followers of 
Chriſt, in imitation of their Maſter, not to 
make Plcaſure the End of their Eating and 
Drinking, ſo much as the repairing ot thoſe 
Decays of their bodily Nature, whereby their 
Bodies may be fitted to ſerve their Souls, in 
the Buſineſs which they have to do, cither as 
Men or as Chriſtians. 

(4.) Our Lord Jc{us Chriſt was content with 
his State and Condition in the World. As 
| his Heart was never overcharg d either with Sure 
| feiting or Druakenneſs, ſo neither was it with 
any of the anxious, troubleſome and carking 
Cares of this Life; tho' his State in the World 
was low and mean, yet was he therewith con- 
tent. His Converſation in the Norld was alto- 
gether without Covetouſneſs ; and tho' he had but 
| a ſmall Pittance of theſe worldly Things, 
yet was he content with ſuch Things as he had. 
He never coveted any thing that was his Neigh= 
lour's, but having Food and Raiment, he was 
therewith content. His Heart was never exer- 
ciſed with covetous Practices, neither was his in- 
nocent Mind ever tainted with that Love of 
Money, which is the Root of all Evil, and which 
while jome have coveted after, they have pierc'd 
themſelves through with many Sorrows ; he intire- 
ly ſer his Aﬀettions upon Things above, and not 
upon Things below; neither the Luſts of the Fleſh, 
nor the Luſts of the Eye, nor the Pride of Life, had 

| any 
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any place at all in him: He perfectly con- 
temn d what the moſt of Men have their 
Hearts altogether ſet upon. He bchav d him- 
{clt in the World with a perfect Indifference 
to all the Enjoyments of it, and with reſpect 
to all worldly Occaſions, either of Joy or 
Sorrow, he wept as tho he wept not, and rejoiced 
as tho he rejoiced not. In him there was none 
of that Envy, which is the Cauſe of ſo much 
Diſcontent and Uneaſineſs in the World ; in 
the holy Jeſus there was a ſound Heart, which 
is the Life of the Fleſb, and he was perfectly 


free from that Envy, which is the Rottenneſs of 


the Bones. 
( 5.) Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was very Self- 
denying. Such a bright Example of Selt-denial 
was the holy Jeſus, that if any will 
Luke 9. come after him, they muſt deny them- 
23. ſelves, and take up their Croſs daily. 
His whole Life ſeems to be a con- 
tinual Inſtance of Self-denial; he deny'd his 
own Will, and he deny'd himſelf with re- 
ſpe& to all the pleaſing Advantages of this 
Life : He denyd his. own Will, and that 
both in obedience to the Will of God, and 
alſo in compliance with the Humours and 
Infirmities of Men; he did it in obedience 
to the Will of God, for do we not 
Matt, 26- hear him ſaying, Not as I will, but 
23. as thou wilt; i. e. tho' it be agree- 
able to my natural Deſire, con- 
ſidered as Man, to avoid thoſe terrible Suf- 
ferings 
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ferings that are approaching, yet I am here. 
in perfectly reſign'd to thy Will; ot as will, 
but as thou wilt. As he deny'd his own Will, 
in obedience to the Will of his Father, ſo he 
did it in compliance with the Humours and 
Infirmities of Men; he pleaſed not himſelf, but 
pleaſed others for their Good, to their Edification ; 
upon this Account is he propos'd to Chri- 
| ſtians as a Pattern; V then that 

| are ſtrong, ought to bear the Infirmi- Rom. 15. 
| ties of the weak, and not to pleaſe 1 2 3+ 
| ourſelves ; let every one of us pleaſe his 

NMeighl our, for his Good, to his Edification, even dis 
| Chriſt pleaſed not himſelf ; how unlike are they 
to the bleſſed Jeſus, who will not abate in the 
{ leaſt of their particular Humours for the Good 
and Benefit of others? 

Chriſt deny'd himſelf with reſpect to all the 
| pleaſing Advantages of this Life. He deny'd 
| himſelf with reſpe& to the Pleaſures of Life; 
| the pleaſing Delights and Gratifications of 
| Senſe, were Things which he was far from 
being fond of ; he had a Soul rais'd far a- 
bove the mix'd, ſordid and unſatisfying De- 
lights of Senſe; theſe to which ſo many 
thouſands in the World are enſlav'd, he tram- 
pled on, and choſe to be a Man of Sorrows. 
He deny'd himſelf with reſpe& to Riches ; 
lo far was he from Jabouring to be rich, or lay- 
ing up for himſelf Treaſures upon Earth, that he 
choſe a Life of Poverty; he lighted that 
Mammon which the World does ſo much 1257 
126; 
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lize; he wanted fome of the Conveniencics 
of Life, for he had not where to lay his Head, 
and ſomecimes ivd upon the Diſtributions 
of well diſpoſed Perſons; for we read of their 
miniſtring 16 him of their Subſtance. Again, he 
deny d h:miclt with reſpe& to his Eaſe ; his 
laborious, active and ſuffering Lite, 1s a 
plain Evidence of this. What toilſome and 
latiguing Journies was he continually taking 
tor che Benefit of Men? How willing did he 
ſhew himſelf, to {pend and be ſpent jor the Good 
of Mau, whom he came to {ave ? How little 
was he for ſparing himſelf, and how ready was 
he at any time to ſacrifice his own Eaſe, for 
an opportunity of doing good to others ? 
Finally, he deny d himſelf with reſpect to Ho- 
nour ; tho' he was worthy of all Honour 
from Men, yet this was what he was not in Wir 
the leaſt ambitious of; ſo tar was he from Wi 
ſeeking great Things for huuſelf, that he fled We 
from Honours, as theſe ſeem'd to purſue In 
him; for when the People would have taken 
him by Force, and made him their King, he fileat- 
ly withdrew ; ſo far was he from being the lcaſt 
ambitious of Honour, that he mad: himſelf of 
#0 Reputation. O what a glorious Pattern of 
Self-denial was the Son of God, and how 
unlike him are the greateſt Part of the Sons E 
of Adam, who dote upon the Riches and: 
Pleaſures, the Eaſe and Honours of this mor-Wnd 
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(6.) He grew in Wiſdom; this is particu- 
| larly taken Notice of by one of the Evange- 
| liſts, who ſays, That Jeſus increaſed 
in Wiſdom and Stature, and in Favour 
8 with God and Man. This can only be ſpoken 
of Chriſt, with reſpe& to his Human Nature; 
and tho' the „ was united to the Hu- 
man Soul from his Conception, yet might the 
Divinity manifeſt itſelf to the Human Nature 
as it thought fit, and by degrees inſinuate in- 
to it its Gifts and Illuminations, as St. Lyke 
here teacheth; ſo that we need not ſay with 
others, Chriſt did not really increaſe in Wiſ— 
dom, but only ſeem to others ſo to do, for 
ſeeing the Evangeliſt here joins three Things 
together, his Increaſe in Age and 
Stature, in Favour with Men, and Whitby i» 
in Wiſdom ; as he increas'd truly ecm. 
and literally in the two firſt ſo | 
ſeems he alſo, as to Wiſdom and the Endow- 
ments of his Mind. Herein Chriſt is an Ex- 
mple to his Followers, whole Buſineſs it is 
o 2row in Grace, which is the trueſt Wiſdom, 
nd to increaſe with all the Increaſe of God. * 
(7.) Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt reſiſted and o- 
'ercame Temptations. We read how that Chriſt 
fer d being tempted ; in this he was made /ike 
auto his Brethren, as indeed he was in all Things, 
bin ouly excepted ; and ſeeing he was tempted, 
nd yet free from Sin, 1t ping follows, 
and may ſerve for the Relief of ſome temp- 
eſ<d Chriſtians) that it is no Sin to be W 
de 
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ted to that which is Evil; Chiriſt overcame 
Satan, he overcame the World. 

1. Chriſt overcame Satan. One Evangeliſt 
gives us a very particular Account of a perſo- 
nal Conflict which our Lord had with this 
Prince of the Power of the Air, and of his 

Victory over him. We are told 
Matt. 1.4. that he was led up of the Spirit int 

the Wilderneſs, to be tempted of the De. 
vil; this was immediately after a Voice from 
Heaven was heard, ſaying, This is my belovell . 
Sou, in whom I am well pleaſed : From when. 
it is obſervable, that after the brighteſt Dil ; 
plays and Manifeſtations of Divine FavourW 
Perſons may be exposd to very ſore are 
grievous Temptations. He was tempted jul; 
at his entring pon his Publick Miniſtry, 
which ſhews that Temptations may be, ang: 
very often are, a good Preparative for Pee 
ſons entring upon that ſacred Function. Ri 

ſaid, He was led up of the Spirit to Mt 
Matt. 4.1. tempted, he did not run into TempWl., 

tation, no more ſhou'd we ; w 
may more comfortably depend upon the hel; 
of the Spirit, in order to repel Temptations 
which Providence caſts in our way, than tho 
which we throw ourſelves into. The Place 
into which he was led to be tempted, wa 
the Wilderneſs, a ſolitary Place, where by 
Faſting. and Prayer he might prepare himſel 
for thoſe Temptations wherewiti; he was tt 
be attack a by the Devil. By the Devil tha 
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tempted our Saviour, we muſt doubtleſs un- 
derſtand the Prince of the Devils, that old Ser- 
pent, the ſame that tempted our firſt Parents; 
we need not queſtion but it was the ſame Perſon 
that tempted the firſt Adam, who tempted the 
ſecond Adam, tho with different Succeſs. That 
| which gave occaſion for the Devil's firſt On- 
{ct on our bleſſed Saviour, that is recorded, 
was, his being an hungred aiter his miraculous 
Faſt. of Forty Days and Forty Nights, a Faſt 
wherein our Lord can be no Example or Pre- 
cedent to any of his Followers; tho' it is not 
improbable but that during the Space of For- 
ty Days and Nights wherein our Saviour 
talted, he was exerciſed with various Temp- 
tations by this Evil Spirit, for St. Luke ſays, 
that. he was Forty Days tempted of the 
Devil, even thoſe Forty Days in Chap. 4.2. 
which he eat nothing; but the firſt 
Temptation recorded, is, the Devil's ſay ing 
to him, F thou be the Son of God, 
command- that theſe Stones be made Matt. 4.3. 
Bread, i. e. give this Proof or Teſti- 
mony of thy Sonſhip, even thy commanding 
hat theſe Stones be turned into Bread, whereby 
hy Hunger may be appeasd : Now this 
emptation the Son of God repeiled with 
he Sword of the Spirit, 1. e. the Word of 
50d, for he ſaid, it is written, Man 
ball not live by Bread alone, but by Netl. 4. 
very Word that proceedeth out of the 
— 9 God, q. d. There is no Neceſſity for 
1 2 my 
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my turning Stones into Bread, ſince this is 
not Man's only Food; the Providence of God 
has other Means of preſerving his Servants, 
and Man may be kept alive by any other 
Means which he ſhall appoint for his Nouriſh- 
ment. From the Wilderneſs, the Devil leads 
him into the holy City, and places him upon 
the Pinnacle of the Temple, from whence he {ol 


if he was the Son of God, he need not que- 
ſtion the Divine Protection; If thou be the Son 
of God, ſays he, caſt thyſelf down, for it is writ: 
ten, he ſhall give his Angels a Charge 

Verſ. 6. concerning thee, and in their Hands 
they ſhall bear thee up, left at any time 
thou daſh thy Foot again a Stone. Here there- 
fore the Devil tempts him to make an Expe- 1 
riment of his being the Son of God ; but the 
Son of God repels the Enemy with the ſame 
Weapon as before, for he ſaid n 

Verſ. 7. him, it is written again, Thou ſpal 
not tempt the Lord thy God, q. d. thou 

ſhalt not diſtruſt the Lord thy God, as I mul: 
do, if after a Voice from Heaven ſaying to 
me, Thou art my beloved Son, T ſhould requite 
any farther Experiment of that Matter. A 
gain, the Devil being baffled a ſecond time 
too him up into an exceeding high Mountain 
where he Hhewed him all the Kingdoms of the Worli 
aud the Glory of em, probably in a ſort of Maj 
Verſ or Landskip, and ſaid unto him, 4 
aun, theſe Things will J give thee, if th 
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wilt fall down and worſhip me. But now our 
bleſſed Saviour, not willing to hear any longer 
ſuch impudent and blaſphemous Suggeſtions, 
commands the Tempter to depart ; Then ſaith 
Jeſus to him, get thee hence Satan, for it is written, 
thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only 
[halt thou ſerve ; by which he plainly ſhew'd 
how unfit it was to give the Worſhip pecu- 
liar to God to any one elſe, much more to 
one that was an Enemy to God and Man ; 
upon which, we find the Devil left him, as he 
will us if we reſiſt him; for the Apoſtle ſaith, 
Refiſt the Devil, and he will flee from you ; and 
well may we reſiſt him who fight under the 
Banner of one that has in Perſon alrcady 
conquer d him. 

2. Chriſt overcame the J/or/d. Theſe Things, 
ſaid he, have I ſpoken to you, that in 
me ye might have Peace, in the Morld John 16. 
ye ſhall have Tribulation ; but be of 33+ 
good Cheer, I have overcome the World. 
The World is a very dangerous and infinu- 
ating Enemy, but an Enemy that had no 
Force or Influence upon the bleſſed Jeſus; he 
was far from being entangled in any of the Cor- 
ruptions of it; he did, in the ſtricteſt Senſe, 
keep himſelf unſpotted of it. He perfectly over- 
came all Temptations ariſing either trom the 
good Things or evil Things of the World: 
He always manifeſted an holy Contempt of 
he Riches, Pleaſures and Honours of this 
World; and as for Afflictions and Adverſity, 
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_ theſe he bore with an invincible Patience, by I |: 
which means he might be ſaid to have a Con- 
queſt over both. He was far from being cap- It 
tivated by the Smiles and Charms of the 
World, or broken by its Frowns and Terrors; Je 
he had a clear View of the Emptineſs and 1. 
Vanity of theſe worldly good Things, the Jo 
Splendor whereof does ſo greatly dazzle the 
Eyes of many of his pretended Followers, at 
that they are bewitch'd and captivated by 1 
'em, to a degree of fond Admiration and Wc 
Doating ; and as for the Evils of this World, Ne 
ſuch as Poverty, Contempt, Afflictions, he 
plainly ſaw that theſe were not Evils of ſo in 
tormidable a Nature, as they appear to many 
who walk by Senſe and not by Faith ; the 
good Things of this World he overcame by 
a holy Slight and Contempt of 'em, the Eviis 
of it by enduring all Things with an Heroick 
Fortitude: Jeſus was the trueſt and compleat- 
eſt Hero that ever appear'd upon Earth; 
many have been elteem'd Heroes for the Con- 
queſts they have made in this and the other 
Part of the World, whilſt at the ſame time 
they have been enſlav'd to ſome or other of 
thoſe Things that are in the World, either the M- 
Luſts of the Fleſh, or the Luſt of the Eye, or the . 
Pride of Life; whilſt at the ſame time they 
have been very inſufficient to grapple with the M* 
Evils, the Crofles, the Afflictions of Life; but 
Jeſus was another kind of Hero than theſe, he 
conquer d the World in another and more ſub- 
„ Þ 14S. . lime 
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lime Senſe; he did it without Rapine or 
Bloodſhed, which were the Methods us'd by 
the foremention d Conquerors; it was his 
Buſineſs to ſave Mens Lives, and not to deſtroy 
'em, and this Buſineſs he proſecuted at the 
lame Time that he was making his Conqueſts 
over the World. 

(8.) Our Lord Jeſus was very couragious 
and patient under Sufferings. He ſhewed his 
Courage in his undaunted meeting of Suf— 
ferings; and his Patience in undergoing 
cm. 

(1.) He ſhew'd his Courage in meeting Suffer- 
ings after ſuch, an undaunted manner. 

He did openly what he knew the Phariſees, - 
who ſtill ſought for Occaſions againſt him, 
would lay to his Charge ; thus we find him - 
caling a Man on the Sabbath-Day, in the Pre- 
ſence of the Phariſees, tho' he knew they wou'd 
nake it a Matter of an Accuſation againſt 
im; tho' their Malice run high a- 
gainſt him, yet was he not hereby Luke 6.8. 
eſtrain'd from doing Good. He 
ew'd his Courage in going to Jeruſalem at 
Time that he knew the Jews {ought his 
{Wife ; Then ſaid ſome of them of Jeru- 
alem, is not this he whom they feek to John 7. | 
ill ? But lo, he ſpeaketh boldly, and they 25. 26. 
ay nothing to him. He was not a- TT 
raid of going into Judæa at a Time when 
ie was told the Jews ſought to ſtone him; 
s. Diſciples ſay unto him, Maſter, the Jews of 

25 14 late 
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late ſought to ſtone thee, and goeſt thou 
John 11. thither again ? Jeſus anſwered, Are 
8,9,10,11. there not twelve Hours in the Day! 
If any Man walk in the Day be ſtum- 

bleth not, becauſe he ſeeth the Light of this I/orld ; 
but if a Man walk in the Night he ſtumbleth, be- 
cauſe there is no Light in him. Theſe Things ſaid 
he, and after that he ſaid unto them, our Friend 
Lazarus ſleepeth, but I go that I may awake him 
out of ſleep. He ſhewed an intrepid Magna- 
nimity of Mind, with reſpect to the Suffer- 
ings he was to undergo, when he chid one of 
his Apoſtles for offering to diflwade him from 
em. Having made ſome mention of his Sut- 
terings, we are told that Peter took him, and 
began to rebuke him, ſaying, be it far 

Matt. 16. from thee Lord, this ſhall not be unto 
23. thee ; but he turned aud ſaid unto 
Peter, get thee behind me Satan, thou 

art an offence to me, for thou ſavoureſt not the 
Tings that be of God, but thoſe that be of Man: 
The meek Jeſus ſeems by this Anſwer to ex- 
preſs a more than ordinary Reſentment upon 
this Occaſion ; he that was wont by ſoft An- 
wers to turn away the Mrath of his Adverſaries, 
ſeems to have his Wrath kindled againſt any 
Friend that ſhould diſſwade him from en- 
countring the Sufferings appointed him by 
his Father. He went up to Jeruſalem to meet 
his Sufferings, and as he was going, he told 
his Diſciples plainly the Things that ſhould 
befal him: And Jeſus going up to Jenn 
| too 
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took the twelve Diſciples apart in the 
Way, and ſaid unto them, behold we Matt. 20. 
go up to Jeruſalem, and the Son of Man 17, 18, 19. 
ball be betray'd unto the Chief Prieſts, 
and unto the Scribes, and they ſhall condemn him 
to Death, and ſhall deliver him to the Gentiles to 
mock, and to ſcourge, and to crucify him. Hereof 
he had told his Diſciples before, as then when 
Peter would have diſſwaded him. When the 
Hour was at Hand in which he 
was to be betrayd and crucified, John 12. 
we find him making a ſolemn pom- 12. 
pous Entry into the City of Jeruſa- 
km: Nay, when this Hour drew nearer, he 
went to the Garden, expecting the Traytor ; 
Men Jeſus had ſpoken theſe Words, he ; 
went forth with his Diſciples over the John 18. 
Brook Cedron, where was a Garden, I, 2. 
into which he entred and his Diſciples. 
And Judas alſo which betray'd him knew the 
Place; for Jeſus oftentimes reſorted thither with | 
his Diſciples, He went there in the Night 
when he thonght his Enemies would venture 
upon the apprehending him, for they durſt 
not do it in the Day-time for fear of the Peo- 
ple. When the Officers came to apprehend 
him, he was ſo far from being daunted here- 
at, that he ask'd them whom they ſought ? And 
when they ſaid Jeſus of Nazareth, he ond 
himſelf to be the very ſame Perſon, and deli- 
ver'd himſelf up into their Hands; this he did, 
tho' doubtleſs it was in his Power to have 
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ſtruck his Enemies dead, as ap- 

John 18.4, pears from their falling to the Ground 
5, 6, Cc. as ſoon as he had told them that 
be was the Perſon they ſonght. 

After he was apprehended, he ſhew'd his 
Courage in confeſſing himſelf to be the Chriſt, 
when he knew ſuch a Confeſſion wou'd coſt 
him his Life; he made a Confeſſion hereof 
firſt before the High Prieſt, after he had ad- 
jur'd him by the Living God to doit; The 
High Priest faid unto him, 1 adjure thee by the 
Living God, that thou tell us whether 

Matt. 26. thou be the Chriſt the Son of God! 
63, 64 Jeſus ſaith unto him, thou haft ſaid : 
Nevertheleſs, I ſay unto you, hereafter 

ſhall ye fee the Son of Man fitting on the right 
Hand of Power, and coming in the Clouds of 
Heaven, He made a Confeſſion hereof after- 
wards, before Pilate the Roman Goyernour ; 
and Jeſus ſtood before the Governour, 

Matt. 27. and the Governour asked him ſaying, 
11. Art thou the King of the Jews ? And 

; Jeſus ſaid unto him, thou ſayeſt. 
When Pilate ask'd him whether he was a 
King? Jeſus anfwered, thou fayeſt that I am a 
King, q. d. it is true what thou ſayeſt, I am 
24 King; it follows, To this End 
John 13. was I born, and for this End came 1 
37. into the World, that I ſhould bear Mit- 
neſs of the Truth. Whatever it coſt 

him, he was reſolved not to flinch, but to 
bear Witneſs to the Truth ; with tefetence bn 
ab | this 
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this, Jeſus Chriſt is ſaid, before 


Pontius Pilate, to have witneſſed a good 


Confeſſion. Thus did he ſhew him- 


1 Tim. 6- 
I 3» 


ſelf valiant for the Truth when upon Earth, and 


died in Defence of the ſame. 

(2) As our Lord ſhewed his Courage in 
meeting his Sufferings, ſo did he his Patience 
in bearing em; ſo eminent was he with re- 
ſpect to this Virtue, that herein he is particular- 
ly propos'd as a Pattern to all Chriſtians ; fer 
what Glory is it, ſays the Apoſtle, when 
ye are buffeted for your Faults, ye ſhall 
take it patiently ; but if when ye do 
well and ſuffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is 
acceptable unto God ; for even hereto are ye called, 
becauſe Chriſt alſo ſuffered for us, leaving us an Ex- 
ample, that ye ſhou d follow his Steps. It is cer- 
tain that Chriſt was bufered for no Faults of 
his own, and yet he zook it patiently ; he did 
well and ſuffer d for it, and yet he took it pati- 
catly ; upon which account he did what was 
acceptable unto God, and ſet us an Example that 
we ſhou'd follow his Steps. As Chriſt added to 
his Knowledge Temperance, ſo did he to his Tem- 
perance Patience, and in him Patience had ber 


2 Pet. 1. 
21, 22. 


perfect Mork; in Patience did be poſſ:ſs his Soul 


amidii thoſe unparallel'd Sufferings which he 
encountred; his whole Life ſeem'd to be 


made up of Perſecution and Patience. The 


Patience of our bleſſed Saviour will appear in 
a true Light to us, if we do but conſider how 
great our Lord's Sufferings were, how inno- 

cently 
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cently he ſuffer d, and what a quick and ten- 
der Senſe he had of his Sufferings. 

I. Let us confider the Greatneſs of our 
Lord's Sufferings ; and truly his Sufferings were 
very great both in Life and Death. Whilſt 
he liv'd he was a Man of Sorrows and acquaint- 
ed with Grief ; after what a ſhameful manner 
was he ſlander'd and reproach'd, when they 
ſaid of him, Behold a gluttonous Man 
Luk.7.24 and a Wine-bibber ; a Friend of Pub- 
licaus and Sinners: Nay, they repre- 

ſented him as a Madman, and one that was 
in League with the Devil; for they 
John *+Y ſaid of him, that he hath a Devil 
Reo. and is Mad; and that he caf? out 
24. Devils by Beelzebub the Prince of De- 

vils; all this Contradiction of Sin- 
ners againſt himſelf, he bore with an inimi- 
table Patience; for being revil'd, he 
1 Pet. 2. revil'd not again: But our Lord's 
#3 greateſt Sufferings were towards the 
1 laſt concluding Scenes of Life, when 
27. he ſaid, Now f my Soul troubled, and 

what ball I ſay? This he ſaid a 
little before his Agony in the Garden, when 
he began to be forrowful, ſays one Evangeliſt; 
when he began to be fore amazed, ſays another; 
and to be very heavy, fay two of 'em: Which 
Sorrow and Heavineſs he ſufficiently expreſs'd, 
by ſaying, My Soul is exceeding for- 
Matt. 26.  rewful, even unto Death. The An- 
guiſh our bleſſed Saviour was , 

mu 
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muſt needs be inexpreſſibly great, when his 
very Sweat was as it were great drops of Blood fall. 
ing to the Ground; then doubtleſs 

was fulfilled that Prediction of the Pal. 22. 
Pſalmiſt, I am poured out like Mater, 14. 
and all my Bones are out of joint; my 
Heart is like Max, it is melted in the mids of 
my Bowels. It was none of the leaſt of our 
Lord's Sufferings, that when he was appre- 
hended by his Enemies, he was deſerted by 
all his Friends; he was betrayed by one Diſ- 
ciple, denied by another, and forfook by all; 
they all forſook him and fled. After he was be- 
tray d, what Indignities did he mect with 
from a rude Mob, enrag'd with Spite and 
Malice ? His Enemies not only at the time 
of apprehending him, came agains? him with 
Swords and Spears, and ſuch like military Wea- 
pons, as tho' he had been a notorious Thief 
and Robber ; but having got him into their 
Hands, they hurry'd him to and fro; they 
firſt brought him to the High Prieſt's Hall, 
from thence they hurry'd him to Pilates Judg- 
ment- Sent; Pilate ſent him to Herod, who ſent 
him back again to Pilate, after he with bis Men 
of War had ſet him at nought. He was not 
only thus hurry'd about, but was every-where 


expoſed to the greateſt Indignities, from a | 
rude ungovern'd Rabble. When he was in 


the High Prieſt's Hall, they not only charg'd 


him with Blaſphemy, and thereupon pronounc'd {|} 


him guilty of Death; but after a rude man- 
| | ner 
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cently he ſuffer d, and what a quick and ten- 


der Senſe he had of his Sufferings. 
1. Let us confider the Greatneſs of out 
Lord's Sufferings; and truly his Sufferings were 


very great both in Life and Death. Whilſt 


he liv'd he was a Man of Sorrows and acquaint- 
ed with Grief ; after what a ſhameful manner 
was he ſlander'd and reproach'd, when they 
ſaid of him, Behold a gluttonous Man 

Luk. 7. 24. and a Wine-bibber ; a Friend of Pub- 
ticans and Sinners: Nay, they repre- 

ſented him as a Madman, and one that was 
in League with the Devil ; for they 

John = ſaid of him, that he hath a Devil 
Matt. 12. and is Mad; and that he ca? out 
24. Devils by Beelxebub the Prince of De- 

vils ; all this Contradiction of Sin- 

ners againſt himſelf, he bore with an inimi- 
table Patience; for being revil'd, he 

1 Pet. 2. revil'd not again: But our Lord's 
#3 greateſt Sufferings were towards the 
Ro: laſt concluding Scenes of Life, when 
27. heſaid, Now us my Soul troubled, and 
what ſhall I ſay? This he faid a 
little before his Agony in the Garden, when 


he began to be forrowful, ſays one Evangeliſt; 


when he began to be fore amazed, ſays another; 

and to be very heavy, ſay two of em: Which 

Sorrow and Heavineſs he ſufficiently expreſs'd, 

by ſaying, My Soul is exceeding for- 

Matt. 26. rewful, even unto Death. The An: 

*  guifh our bleſſed Saviour was 1 
mu 
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muſt needs be inexpreſſibly great, when his 
very Sweat was as it were great drops of Blood fall- 
ing to the Ground; then doubtleſs 
was fulfilled that Prediction of the Pal. 22. 
Pſalmiſt, I am poured out like Water, 14. 
and all my Bones are out of joint; my 
Heart is like Max, it is melted in the mids? 
my Bowels. It was none of the leaſt of our 
Lord's Sufferings, that when he was appre- 
hended by his Enemies, he was deſerted by 
all his Friends; he was betrayed by one Diſ- 
ciple, denied by another, and forfook by all; 
they all forſook him and fled. After he was be- 
tray d, what Indignities did he mect with 
from a rude Mob, enrag'd with Spite and 
Malice ? His Enemies not only at the time 
of apprehending him, came agains? him with 
Swords and Spears, and ſuch like military Wea» 
pons, as tho' he had been a notorious Thief 
and Robber ; but having got him into their 
Hands, they hurry'd him to and fro; they 
firſt brought him to the High Prieſt's Hall, 
from thence they hurry'd him to Pilates Judg- 
ment- Sent; Pilate ſent him to Herod, who ſent 
him back again to Pilate, after he with bis Men 
of War had ſet him at nought. He was not 
only thus hurry'd about, but was every-where 
expoſed to the greateſt Indignities, from a 
rude ungovernd Rabble. When he was in. 
the High Prieſt's Hall, they not only charg'd 
him with Blaſphemy, and thereupon pronounc'd 
him guilty of Death; but after a rude man- 
ner 
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ner they ſpit upon his Face, and buffeted him, 
whilſt others ſmote him with the Palms of their 
Hands, and at the ſame time in an inſulting 
way of Deriſion, cry'd out, Propheſy to us, thou 
Chris?, who it is that ſmote thee ; thus reviling 
him as a Prophet, tho he was that true Pro- 
Phet that was to come into the Norld. After this 
he was condemn'd in a Court of Judicature as 
the vileſt Malefactors: He was falſly accus'd 
of Blaſphemy againf# God, of Treaſon agains? 
Cæſar, and of perverting the Nation of the 
x and accordingly had an unrighteous 
entence of Death paſs d upon him; what a 

ſore Aggravation mult it be to the Sufferings 
of the innocent Jeſus, to have Crimes of ſo 
black a nature laid to his Charge, and there- 
upon to be repreſented to all Spectators as 
a Criminal worthy of Death ? Being con- 
demn'd to die; before he ſuffer d that Death 
to which he was condemn'd, he was ſcourg'd 
by an Order from the Roman Governour; 
this was {till an Attendant upon the Death 
of the Croſs, which was no ſmall Addition 

both to the Pain and Shame of it; 
Pl.129.3. then it was that the Ploughers plough- 
ed upon his Back, and made long Fur- 

rows: Then it was that he gave his Back to 
the Smiters, and his Cheeks to them that plucked 
off the Hair. Theſe were the Stripes which 
our Lord ſuſtained in order to our healing. 
Well, Plate having ſcourg'd Jeſus, deliver d 
him to be crucifyd ; but before he was e 
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ed he was made the perfect ſeſt and May- 
game of the rude Soldiery; for the Soldiers, 
into whoſe Hands he was deliver'd, ſtripp'd 


him of his own Cloths, and put on him a ſcarlet 


Robe, a Robe us d by Princes, and .put on his 
Head a Crown of Thorns, and a Reed in his right 
Hand for a Scepter : Thus did they put upon 


him all the Marks of Scorn imaginable ; and 


| having dreſs'd him up as a mock King, they 
| bowed the Knee before him, ſaying, Hail ! King 
| of the Jews : Thus did they ſcoff at him as a 
| King, as before in the High Prieſt's Hall they 
had ſcoff'd at him as a Prophet. Theſe A- 
| buſes our Lord ſuſtain'd betwixt his Con- 
| demnation and Crucifixion ; tho' Perſons con- 
| demn'd to die are uſually the Objects of Pity 


and Compaſſion, even then when they deſerve 


to die, and are commonly reſcu'd from the 
injurious Treatment of the Mob by the Pow- 
ers that condemn'd them; but the Sufferings 
of Chriſt were unparallel'd, Behold and fee, 16 
there auy Sorrow like unto his? He was a Reproach 
| of Men, and deſpiſed of the People. After. he 
had undergone theſe Abuſes and Affronts, he 


| was by wicked Hands crucify'd and ſlain ; he be- 
came obedient to Death, even that of the Croſs, 


which was a painful, ſhameful, lingring and 
accurſed Death. It was a painful Death ; they 
that were put to this Death had their Hands 
and their Feet, thoſe nervous Parts faſtened 
E with great Iron-Pins to a Tree, upon which 
the weight of their whole Body did * g 
| cat 
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Death ſo painful, that it was eſteem'd no 
ſmall Favour, by Perſons condemn'd to it, to 
be kill'd firſt, and to be faſtned to a Croſs 
afterwards, which Favour was ſomctimes 
granted Perſons. As this Death was a pain- 
ful, ſo it is well known it was a ſhameful 
Death too; it was Death of Slaves for the 
worſt of Crimes, and that to which no Free- 
man of the City of Rome was to be adjudg'd; 
it was reckon'd too great a proſtitution of a 
Freeman's Honour to adjudge him to this 
Death, even then when he had been guilty 
of thoſe Crimes for which Slaves were ad- 
judg'd to it: It was a Death of that Igno- 
miny and Shame, that they ſometimes took 
the Bodies of dead Malefactors and faſtned 
them to a Croſs, thereby to fix an indelible 
Mark of Infamy upon em: This was the 
Nature of the Death to which our Lord be- 
came obedient ; as he tec upon him the Form! 
of a Servant, and made himlelf of no Reputati- 
on, ſo he ſuffer'd as a Slave; he endured the 
Croſs, and dejpis'd the Shame. Nay, farther, as 
the Death our Lord ſuffer d, was a pain- 
ful and ſhamcful Death, ſo it was a lingring 
Death : Perſons that were thus put to Death 
did not die all at once, but continu'd ſome 
Hours in a dying State; they conflicted with 
the Pains of Death ſome Hours before they 
totally expir d: How much more terrible is it 
to be dying in a leiſurely manner, in extre- 
mity of Pain and Torment, than to die by 
2 
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à ſudden ſtroke? Thus it was with our bleſſed 
Lord, as they pierced his Hands and his Feet, by 
faſtning him to a Tree, ſo certain it is that 
he continu'd ſome Hours upon the Croſs in 
Languiſhings and Thirſts, and leiſurely Pangs 
of approaching Death before he gave up the 
Ghost. Finally, the Death our Lord died 
was an accurſed Death ; the being hang'd 
upon a Tree, was an execrable Puniſhment 
inflicted upon ſome notorious Offenders, 
who, by their Sins, were ready to draw 
down the Curſe of God upon the Society 
to which they belong'd ; thus Chrilt, in or- 
der to redeem us from the Curſe of the Law, was 
made a Curſe for 14; for it is written, Curſed 1s 
every one that hanged on a Tree. As our Lord 
became obedient to ſuch a Death, ſo there 
were ſome peculiar aggravating Circumſtan- 
ces that did attend his Death; he was num- 
© bred with Tranſgreſſors, and crucified betwixt two 
* Thieves, as tho' he had been the greateſt Of- 
fender: He was made a Spectacle of Scorn 
and Contempt to a vaſt confluence of Peo- 
ple, gathered from the ſeveral Parts of Ju- 
dza to the Paſlover-Solemnity ; he was baſe- 
ly inſulted when in extremity of Pain upon 
the Croſs, by thoſe unrelenting Wretches who 
Ethirſted after nothing ſo much as his Blood, 
by Perſons of all Ranks and Con- 
Editions ; for we read they that paſ- Matr. 27. 
ed by reviled him, wagging their Heads, 97 wes 
and ſaying, Thou that deſtroyes? the 


hs 
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Temple, 


186 Chriſt's Patience under Suſſerings. 


Temple, and builde$ it in three Days, ſave thy 
ſelf ; if thou be the Son of God, come down from 
the Croſs. Likewiſe alſo the Chief Prieſts mocked 
him with the S:7ibes and Elders, ſaying, He ſaved 
others, himſelf he cannot ſave ; if he be the King 
of Iſrael, let him come down from the Croſs, and 
we wil! believe him; yea, ſo prophane and a- 
theiſtical were theſe Chief Prieſts, and Scribes, 
and Elders, that they derided him for placing 
his Truſt in God; for they ſaid, He truſted in 
God, let him deliver him now if he will have him; 
for he ſaid, I am the Son of Ged. The Thieves 
alſo which were crucified with him caſt the 
ſame in his Teeth. As when in extremity of 
Pain upon the Croſs he was thus baſely in- 
ſulted, ſo in his Thirſt they gave him Vine- 
gar to drink: No wonder to find our Lord 
thirſting upon the Croſs, ſince his Sufferings 
might very well exhauſt his Spirits; but we 
may a litte wonder at the wretched Barbart- 
ty of thoſe that offer'd him Vinegar to drink, 
ſince herein they acted contrary to their uſu- 
al Courteſy ; inſtead of giving Perſons, in 
ſuch Circumſtances, Vinegar to drink, they 
were wont to give 'em Narcoticks, or a ſtu- 
pifying Potion to ruffle their Minds, that ſo 
they might not attend to their Pain; they 
us'd to mingle Frankincenſe in a Cup of Wine 
for this Purpoſe; but this Courteſy was de- 
ny'd our Lord, and by this means a Scrip- 


ture Propheſy was fulfill'd, which ſaid, In 0 
eſe 


Thirs? they gave me Vinegar to drink. Th 
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were the Sufferings which our Lord under- 
went, and under theſe preſſing Evils it ſhou'd 
ſcem he was, for a while, left deſtitute of 
Divine Conſolations; for upon the Croſs he 
| cry d out, My God, my God, why haft thou forſa- 
| ken me? Now, ſince the Sufterings of our Lord 
were thus great and extraordinary, how ad- 
mirable was his Patience in undergoing em 
as he did? All theſe Sufferings he endur'd 
without making any paſſionate Exclamations, 
without ſhewing any deſponding Grief, and 
| without exprefling any indecent Paſſion : It 
is true indeed our blefled Lord own'd the In- 
firmity of Human Nature, and its being 
| ſhock'd at the Proſpect of ſuch a diretul 
Paſſion, when in the Garden he 
| pray'd, O, my Father, if it be poſſi- Matt. 26, 
| ble, let this Cup paſs from me : 39. 
But he quickly overcame theſe 44, 
natural Strugglings and with the greateſt 
{ MeckneſS and Patience reſign'd 
himſelf to the good Pleaſure of Matt. 26. 
his Father, ſaying, Not as I will, 125 
but as thou wilt. 
| 2. As our Lord's Sufferings were extraor- 
dinary, ſo he ſuffer d what he did innocent- 
ly. The Innoccncy of our bleſſed Saviour 
does manifeſtly appear from the whole Pro- 
ceſs againſt him at laſt; his Enemies wanted 
matter of Accuſation againſt him; they ſuborn d 
falſe Witneſſes, who did not agree amongs? 
 thems 
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themſelves, nor prove any thing againſt him 
for which he deſerv'd to die; hereupon the 
High Prieſt adjures him to tell, whether he was 
the Christ; and for confeſſing himſelf to be ſo, 
he was condemn'd; a plain and undeniable 
Evidence of the Innocency of our blefled 
Lord. Afterward, when he was deliver'd to 
Pilate, he readily own'd his Innocency, and 
that he could find no Fault at all in him His 
Wife alſo ſent unto him, ſaying, Have thou 
nothing to do with that jus? Man, wherein ſhe 
plainly acknowledg'd our Lord's Innocency ; 
nay, when he was about to deliver him up 
to be crucified, he waſh'd his Hands 

Matt. 27 before the Multitude, ſaying, 1 am in- 
++ nocent of the Blood of this juſt Perſon. 

The Centurion that, with his Band of Men, 
guarded the Croſs to which our bleſſed Savi- 


our was faſtned, he gave in his Teſtimony F 
to our Lord's Innocency ; for, when he ſaw Þ 

what was done, he glorified God, ſay- Þ 
Luke 23. ing. This was a Righteous Man. A- 
47 nother Evangeliſt has it, Truly this Þ 


Matt 47, was the Son of Cod. Chriſt, if he 


did ſuffer, muſt needs ſuffer inno- 
cently, for he was without Sin; he challeng'd 
his Enemies to prove him in the leaſt guilty, 


when he ſaid, Which of you convinceth me f 
Sin? Now the Conſideration of the Innocen- 


cy of our Lord, amidſt all his Sufferings, 
does very much enhanſe the Virtue of his 
Pati- 
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Patience under em; for, as the Apoſtle ſaith, 
What Glory is it, if when ye are buffeted for your 
Faults, ye take it patiently ? But to take it pa- 
tiently, when ye are butteted, without being 
guilty of any Fault, this is true Glory; this 
is certainly an Inſtance of very glorious Pa- 
tience; and this was the Caſe of our blefled 
Saviour; and ſo his Caſe is, as that it is not 
poſſible it ſhou'd be any other Perſon's Caſe, 
ſince none of the Race of Adam can be ſaid 
| to reſemble him, with reſpe& to his Innocen- 
cy. It is a good Argument why we ſhou'd 
bear whatever Afflictions we at any Time 
meet with patiently, becauſe we have loſt our 
innocency; all our Afflictions and Sufferings 
are no greater than we deſerve, and there- 
fore we have no reaſon to complain or be 
impatient under em; nay, whatever Evils 
we encounter we mult ſay, that God puniſh- 
es leſs than our Iniquities deſerve: Now 
our deſerving worſe than we ſuffer is a good 
Argument for Patience under Sufferings; but 
| our bleſſed Saviour bore all his Sufferings 
with an invincible Patience, and meek Re- 
ſignation to the Will of his heavenly Father, 
| tho' he was far from deſerving the Sufferings 

which he underwent. 1 

3. Our bleſſed Saviour had a very quick 
and tender Senſe of Sufferings ; and this Con- 
ſideration does render his Patience in ſuffer- 
ing the more illuſtrious. It has been thought 


that the Organs of our Saviour's Body wa 


* 
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of a more delicate Frame and Contexture, 
than the Organs of any other Human Body, 
deriv'd down from Adam by ordinary Gene- 
ration, and by conſequence more ſuſceptive 
of Pain: Of how fine a Contexture ſoever 
the Organs of our Saviour's Body were, we 
are {ure he had an innocent and excellent Soul ; 
he had a clear View of Things, and a per- 
fect Rectitude in his Nature. Now I cant 
but think ſuch a Soul as our bleſſed Saviour's 
muſt needs have a more than ordinary ten- 
der Senſe of Repiitation ; how great an Affli- 
ction muit it then be to ſuch an one, to have 
this torn and wounded at the rate that our 
Saviour was, when he, not only during his 
Life, was repreſented as a Madman, and one 
in League with Satan; but afterwards was 
accus'd as a Blaſpbemer of God, and an Ene- 
my to Caſar ; was condemn'd to a ſervile Pu- 
niſhment, and made the Scorn of the People; 
J had not ſaid amiſs if I had ſaid, The Sorn 
of Fools ? Our bleſſed Saviour, as he had a 
quick Senſe of thoſe bodily Pains which he 
endurd, ſo had he a very tender Senſe ot 
thoſe Wounds which were made in his Repu- 
tation, by thoſe Calumnies, Slanders and Re- 
proaches which were caſt upon him, yet he 
bore all with a ſingular Meekneſs ar d Patience: 
We do not find him, under his Sufferings, ut- 
tering any Complaints againſt his Father, tor 
putting ſuch 'a Cup into his Hands, nor venting 
any Reſentments againſt the immediate Au- 

thors 
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thors of his Sufferings; ſo far was he from 
doing the former, that he ſaid, The 
Cup which my Father hath put into John 18, 
my Hands, ſhall I not drink? And ſo $7 
far from the latter, that he ſpent — 
his laſt Breath in praying for their Forgive- | 
neſs. O the Patience, the invincible Pati- 
ence of the Lamb of God! Great were his 


* ringe, but not to be compar d With his i 
Patience in undergoing them. | 


Sceing the Example of the Son of God 
has been evidently ſet before the Eyes of us 
Chriſtians, what remains, but that we en- 
deavour the beſt we can to improve it to 
thoſe Ends and Uſes for which it has been 
exhibired ? And this we ſhall do, if with 
Fixedneſs of Thought we Contemplate this 
blefled Example; it with Grief and Shame we 
bewail our want of Conto: mity to it; and 
in a ſerious manner we apply ourſely es to a 
AJiligent Imitation of it. 

(...) Therefore, let us with Fixedneſs of 
| Thought Contemplate this bleſſed Example. It 
E necèſlary we do this in order to our comply- 
ing with the two ſubſequent Branches of the Ex- 

hortation; we mult be {enfivle of our want of 

Conformity to the holy Jeſus, or elſe it is not 

poſſible we ſhou'd bewail it with any thing of 
Grief and Shame; and how 1s it poſſible we 

ſhou'd be ſenſible hereof, unleſs we fix our 

Eyes on this Divine Pattern? We muſt alſo 

take 
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take a View hereof, in order to our uſing our 
Endeavours by way of Imitation; how can 
we copy after a Pattern, if we dont ſet it be- 
fore us? We mult therefore ook unto Feſrrs, in 
caſe we wou'd be transform'd into his bleſſed 
Likeneſs; and the contemplating of this glori- 
ous Example wou'd be of ſingular Uſe to us; 
more particularly it wou'd be of tour-told Uſe 
and Advantage; it wou'd help to ſtrengthen 
our Faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; it wou'd 
help to remove ſome Prejudices againſt Reli- 
gion; it wou'd be a Means of recommending 
ſome Goſpel Duties to us; and finally, it 
might prove an excellent Means of ſupport- 
ing and comforting us under many of the 
Evils of this preſent Time. 

The contemplating this holy Example wou'd 
help to ſtrengthen our Faith in the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. Chriſt ſufficiently prov'd him- 
{elf to be the Meſſiah, by the many aſtoniſh- 
ing Miracles which he wrought, which cer- 
tainly wo Man could have done, if God had not 
been with him; and truly, the extraordinary 
Sanity, that was viſible in the Life of our 
bleſled Saviour, did give a corroborating E- 
vidence to the Proof ot his Meſſiaſhip, de- 
riv'd from thoſe innumerable beneficial Mi- 
racles, which, in the ſight of great Multitudes, 
he wrought : This, as well as the Holineſs of 
his Doctrine, ſhews the abſurdity of that ma- 
licious Suggeſtion of his implacable Enemies, 


the Phariſees, in aſcribing our Lord's Mira- 
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cles to a Confederacy with Satan. He was 
too holy a Perſon to be ſuſpected to hold a 
Confederacy with that wicked Spirit; and it 
can never reaſonably be thought that the De- 
vil ſhou'd give any thing of a helping Hand 
to one, whole Example as well as Doctrine 
tended fo much to the Reformation of Man- 
kind; at this rate Satan wou d be divided a- 
gainſi himelf. 
If the excellent Doctrine of the Goſpel 
docs prove the Writers of it not to be Cheats, 
as J think it manifeſtly does, does not this 
| Doctrine, conſpicuous in the Lite of our bleſ- 
| {ed Saviour, prove him to be far from deſer- 
| ving ſo odious a Character as that of Im- 
poſtor? As the admirable Doctrine of the 
Goſpel carries along with it plain and mani- 
to it Signatures of its Divinity; ſo this Do- 
cteine ſhining in the Life of Jeſus, docs plain- 
evince him to be no other than a Divine 
er Cou'd there have been the leaſt Flaw 
ound in the moral Character of our bleſſed 
Lord, it had been ſufficient to have over— 
thrown all his Pretenſions to Meſſiah— -thip ; 
had he in any reſpect been a Sinner, he cou'd 
never have been the Saviour of Sinners; 
but foraſmuch as he was perfectly Innocent, 
as that his worit Enemies coud not charge 
him with the leaſt Sin, we cannot reaſonably 
lisbelicve him to be what he ſufficiently 
prov'd himſclt to be by his many uncontro- 
able Miracles. How abſurd mult it be to 
K ima- 
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imagine him to be an Impoſtor, who was 
ſuch a bright Pattern of univerſal Goodneſs; 
TI know, indeed, it is not unuſual with Cheat; 
and Impoſtors to make ſome, nay, to make 
extraordinary Pretenſions to ſome Parts o. 
Religion, which are of greateſt Credit a: 
mongſt the People, hereby to gain a Repu— 
tation; but how caſy is it to diſtinguiſh the“. 
Appearances of Piety and Devotion from that 
true unaffected Piety, and thoſe ſubſtantial 
Vertues, which, without the leaſt Oſtentati- 
on, did appear eminent in the Lite of th; 
holy Jeſus. | 

2. The contemplating this holy Example 
wou'd help to remove ſome Prejudices againi! 
Religion. Chriſtian Religion has too often, 
and too greatly ſuffer d through the Miſtakes 
and Weakneſſes of many Profeſſors: Some by 
their affected Singularities ; others by laying 
great ſtreſs upon nice and ſuperſtitions Ob- 
ſervances; others by a moroſe Reſervedneſs ot 
Temper, and phariſaical Starchneſs of Beh. 
viour, have help'd very much to diſgrace Re. 
ligion, in the Eyes of thoſe who are too rea- 
dy to ſeek for Occaſion againſt that, which 
is ſo great an Enemy to thoſe Luſts which 
they cannot think of leaving. Now, might 
we not hope theſe Prejudices wou'd quickly 
ceaſe, (I am ſure they wou'd appear ground. 
leſs) if Perſons wou d but turn their Eyes to 
the great Goſpel-Pattern, and view Religion 


as it is repreſented to us in the Lite of Jeſus 
in 
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in which they woud find none of thoſe Things 
which have nauſcated ſome, and have been 
4 means of rendring Religion too often ridi- 
culous in their Eyes? In the Lite of the ho- 
ly Jeſus we find no affected Singularities, no 
Streſs laid upon a multitude of ceremonious 
Obſerrances, no phariſaical Starchneſs, or mo- 
roſe Reſervedneſs of Behaviour. In this bleſ- 
ſed Life we may ſee Religion free from all 
thoſe laviſh and unmanly Impoſitions, brought 


into it partly through the Weakneſs of ſome: 


well-meaning Perſons, and partly be the 
Craft of ſome ſelf-deſigning Pretenders to Re- 
ligion. Here we ſee noth! ting but What, 15 
truly rational and manly; nothing but what 

ae needs charm and captivate the. unpre— 
lee Reaſon of Mankind. Thoſe divine > 
Virtues, that unfeigned Love to God and 
Man, which ſhone forth in the Saviour's Life, 
without the leaſt Aﬀectation, muſt needs, one 
ſnou'd think, command the Eſteem and Ve- 
neration of all thoſe that will give themſelves 


cave to reflect ferioully. 


The contemplating this holy Exam- 
ple wou'd help to recommend Goſpel Duties 
to us. We have no reaſon to think meanly of 
thoſe Duties requurd from us in the Goſpel, 
ſeeing the Son of God, the only begotten of 
he Father, and the Heir of all Things, did 
not think it below him to practiſe the ſame; 
ceing they were not below his Practice, who 
vas by far the moſt excellent Perſon that 


2 ever 
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ever livd and convers'd in this World, we 
cannot but own 'em worthy the molt exce]- 
lent Natures. It is far from being diſeracc- 
ful or a Diminution to any Perſon's Honour, 
to practiſe ſome of thoſe Sclt-denying Du- 
ties whereto we are called by the Goſpe!, 
when we ſee he who was the Brightneſs of 
his Father's Glory and the expreſs Image of 
his Perſon has gone bctore us in practiling 


the ſame : Shall we eſteem it bcncath us to! 
condeſcend to Men of low Degree, to prefer 


others in Honour to ourſelves, to forgive and 


put up Affronts and Injuries, to be meek un- 
der the worſt kind of Provocations, to be 


content in mean and low Circumſtances, and 


to be patient under great Sufferings, when 
we conſider who has ſet us an Example in 
all theſe Reſpects, even he who was higher 
than any or all the Kings of the Earth 2 Do 
we call ourſelves the Diſciples of Jeſus, and 
ſhall we eſteem any thing beneath us, which 
we find exemplified in the Lite of our ble 


ſed Maſter? | 


4. And Laſtly, The contemplating this ho 
ly Example is of uſe to ſupport and comforÞ 
us under many of the Ewvils of this preſcaÞ 


Time. How mult it help to alleviate th. 
Sorrows, the Sufferings and the Trials, to 
conſider that the ſame Sorrows, Trials and 
Safferings were in a far higher Degree tl 


Lot of the innocent Jeſus 2 Do we mect witl 


Diſcouragements in well-doing, ſuch as at 


4 25 2 * 1 * 9 ws 

4 1 7 et i” - "3" 4 R TA - * * 1 5 : * 
E . ˙¹ 1 DIECT TNNWD'SE TOT. 

: A 3 


Chriſt to be imitated, 197 


a Temptation to us to faint and grow wea- 
ry 3 and is it no Relict to us to reflect upon 
: Diſcouragements in well-doing, which 

the Son of God met with from the little 
Succeſs of his Labours amongſt any, and the 
V. virnlent Oppolition made againft him by 
thoſe, whom by all winning Methods he {tu- 
died to oblige? Do we ſuffer under the Preſ- 
ſure of any Evils, either external or internal, 
and is it no Relict to us to find ourſelves 
herein conformable to the Son of God? Are 
we in Sorrow upon any Account, and may ic 
not help to ſupport us under this, to conſider 
th i Chriſt was a Mam of Sorrows, and acquaint 


tel with Grief ? Are we vility'd and reproach'd, - 


and ſhall we eſteem the Reproaches caſt upon 
us intolerable, when we confider how Jeſus 
was ſtigmatiz d with the vileſt Reproaches, 
when we conſider how he was ſtil'd a Mine- 
lil ler aud a gluttoncis Perſon, how he was ſaid 
to have a Devil, and by Beelzebub to cad out 
Devils ? Are we afflicted by reaſon of Want 
and Poverty, and 1s it no Support to us un- 


der this Burden, to conſider the poor and 


mcan Circumſtances in which he 2ppcar d who 


was Heir of all Things? He had no certain 
Dwelling-place, for tho the Foxes had Holes, 
and the Birds ' of the Air had Neſts, 

yet had not the Son of Man where to Nat. 8. 20 
lay his Head ; and he ſubmitted to 

live upon the Alms and Contributions of 
well-diſpoſed Perſons ; for we read of thole 
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in the Goſpel that miniſtred to him of their Sul- 
ſtance. Have we Enemies who ſeek tor Oc- 
caſion either to ſpeak all manner of Evil ot 
us, or to do all manner of Evil to us, and is 
it not of uſe to ſupport us, to reflect how this 
was the Lot even of him who deſerved well 
of every Man? How many Enemies had he 
who went about doing good to all ſorts ot 
Perſons 2 How few, in compariſon, were his 
Friends? Do we mourn ſometimes upon the 
Account of the baſe Treachery and Pertidi- 
onineſs of ſome pretended Friends, and may 
it not caſe our Griet to conſider how this al- 
{o wasthe Lot of the Son of God, of whom 
it is faid his own familiar Friend in 

Pl. 41.9, whom he truſted, which did eat of his 
Bread, hath lift up his Heel again 

hin? Are we afflited with Pain, and the 
ATultitude of our Bones with ſtrong Pain? As 
jas! What are our Pains to thoſe torturing 
Pains which the Son of God ſuſtain d when 
he was ſcoung d, and afterwards had his Hands 
a:d his Feet, thoſe nervous Parts, nail'd to a 
tree ? Are we diſtreſs'd with terrifying Ap- 
prchenſions of Things, and was not this in a 
very high Degree the Caſe of the bleſſed Jeſus, 
when he ſaid auto Peter and the two 

Matt. 26. Fons of Zebedee, My Soul is exceeding 
37» 38. 5 75 , | 
 forrowful, even unto Death? Or arc 

we afflicted by reaſon of Spiritual Troubles; 
in this reſpect it may be ſome Relief to us to 
find ourſelves conform'd to our ſuffering Lord? 
Arc 
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Are we bufleted with Satan's Temptations? 
Why this was the Caſe of the Son of God, 
when he was led into the IWildern:ſ, to 

be tempted of the Devil Are we rea- Matt. 4.1. 
dy to complain by reaſon of God's 

hiding his Face from us, and withdrawing 
rom us the bright Manifeſtation of his Love 
and Favour, and will it afford no eaſe to 
us under theſe Complaints, to think how this 
allo was the Caſe of the Son of God when 
upon the Croſs, he cried out, Eli, Eli, Lama- 
ſabachtani, My God, my God, why has? thou for- 
alen me! Do we profeſs ourſelves to be the 
Diſciples, and is it no matter of Comfort to 
us in our aftlited State, that herein we are 
| conform'd to him whoſe Diſciples we pro- 
| feſs to be? Nay, is not this Conſideration of 
force to ſupport and comfort us, ſhould we 
be call d to a Suffering of Perſecution, which 
| we are not to think ſtrange, ſince our Lord 
has herein ſet us an Example; The Diſciple is 
not above his Lord, nor the Servant above his 
ILiſter; if they have called the Mafter of the 
Houſe Beelxel ub, how much more ſhall Matt. 10. 
ey call them of his Houſhold ?£ Fear 25. 
en not therefore. So again, if the John 155 
7 ; 18, 20, 
| 17/0: 1d hate you, you know that it hated ; 
die before it hated you; remember the Mord that I 
id unto you, the Servant is not greater than the 
Lord; if they have perſecuted. me, they wil aljo 
| perſecute you. | 


K 4 2. Let 


200 Criſt to be imitated, 

(2.) Let us with Grief and Shame bewail 
Our want of Conformity to this bleiled Exam- 
ple. The contemplating this Example with 
fix d and ſerious Minds, would have a Ten- 
dency to produce this Effect; this woud 
ſew us how unlike to Jeſus we are, which 
certa indy is Matter of Grict and Shame to all 
choſe that call themſelves his Diſciples: How 
can we behold this beautiful and glorious 
Pattern, without bluſhing at our own Kideous 
Detormity, ſeeing we ſo little reſemble it? 
He made it his orcat Buſineſs, whilſt here 
upon Earth, zo «0; ify his Father; but alas! 
the God in whoſe Hands our Breath is, and whoſe 
ore all 0247 FYays, how little have we gloro fi 2d, 
how much have we diſhonour'd ! He did the 
my of him that Jen him into the Norld, and was 

bedient in all Things to his Father's Com: 
3 but alas! huw fool, how rebel. 
lious, how diſobedicut have we been ! How little 
have we hearkened to the Voice of the Lord our 
God, and how have we cas? his Laws behind 
eur Dicks! He was entirely ſubmiſſive to his 
Father's Will, even then when his Father put 

a bitter Cup into his Hund; but alas! how a- 
verſe have we been to the receiving any Evil 
at the Hauds of the Lord, tho' we have received 
already ſo much Good, and dcſerved ſo much 
Evil | How apt have we bcen to murmur at 
Rebukes of Divine Providence, and how un- 
willing to bear the Indienation of the Lord, tho 
we have ſinned againſt him! He abounded 

in 
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in Acts of Devotion, and ſpent much Time 
in Prayer; but, alas! how backward are we 
to engage in any ſuch Acts, and how prone 
are we to reſtrain Prayer before God! We find him 
| often employ'd in ot of Fhankſgiving to 
his Father ; but, alas! how apt are we to 
neglect offering hs God the Sucrifice of 
Praiſe and Thaukſciving ! If a prefſing Senſe of 
| our Neceſſities does ſometimes drive us to 
our Knees, yet when we have obtain'd the 
Bleſſing we ſought for, how ſeldom do we re- 
| turn to give God Thaiks Our Lord nor only 
did the Will of him that ſent him into this 
World, but he delighted herein, and reckon'd 
it his Meat and drink to doit; but, alas! when 
| at any time we do the. Will of God, with 
Low much Rcluctancy and Averſion is it! 
We are ready to ſay, What a Marineſo is it to 
ſerve the Lord? How fervent a Charity did 
| the Son of God expreſs towards the Children 
of Men ; but, alas! how cold is our Love 
and Charity towards our Fellow-Creatures! 
He was of ſo peaceable and inoffenſive 4 
Temper, that rather than give Offence, he was 
willing to forego a rightful Claim; bur, alas! 
how backward are wo to part with our Rights, 
or to ſacrifice our little Humours for the fake 
of Peace, tho' it be ſuch an ineſtimable Bleſ- 
ing! He ſhew'd his great Charity to Men in 
doing ſo much Good, and forgiving Injuries 
of all ſorts ; but, alas! howlittle are we em- 
ployd in the delightful Exerciſe of doing 
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Geod; and inſtead of forgiving Injurics,how 
apt are we to retain a Senſe of em, and to 
meditate Revenge! Chriſt pleaſed not himſel,, 
but followed after thoſe Things whereby he might 
edify others; but, alas! how little do we pee 
o Neighbour for his Good to Edification ! How 
humble and lowly in Heart was the Son ot 
God, but how much have the Hearts of us 
ſinful Worms been /Vifted up with Pride tho 
we have lo great Reaſon tor Self-abaſement, 
yet how apt to entertain over-valuing Thoughts 
of ourſelves! He was as meek as he was 
humble; but have not we been haſty in our 
Spirits to be angry, and too often ſuffer'd it to 
reſt in our Bojoms ! How little of that Orna- 
ment of a meek and quiet Spirit have we had, 
with which the Son of God was pertectly 
deckd ! He was perfectly content, tho' his 
outward Circumſtances in the World were 
ſo mean and low, as that he had not where 10 
lay his Head; but have not we indulg'd to 
Diſcontent, even then when we have been 
tar trom being deſtitute of thoſe Convenien- 
cies of Lite which the Heir of all Things 
wanted! Even then when, tho' very unde- 
ſerving, we have had a Competency of earth- 
ly Enjoyments ! What a Self-denying Life 
did the Lord Jeſus lead, when in this World; 
but how little have we evidenced ourſelves his 
Followers, by denying ourſelves, and taking up out 
Croſs daily ! Have we not ſhamefully indulg'd 
and gratify'd the Appetites of the Body, 80 
| the 
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the damage of our immortal Souls? Have 
we not been Lovers of Pleaſure more than 
God ? O how unlike are we to the bleſſed je- 
ſus, and how far from reſembling this bright 
Pattern exhibited to the World! How un- 
worthy the Name of Diſciples, when we ſo 
little reſemble him whom we call our Maſter! 
If the bleſſed Jeſus appear ſo lovely by rea- 
fon of thoſe divine Virtucs ſhining forth in 
his Life, which it is our Buſineſs to 1mitate, 
how unlovely muſt we appear for our great 
Deficiencies in theſe endearing and amiable 
(Qualities ? If he be worthy of Eſteem and 
Admiration, upon the account of thoſe glort- 
ous Excellencies wherein he is properly 2 
Partern, how worthy of Shame and Confuſt- 
on are we that are ſo void of em? If looking 
unto Jeſus excite our Love and Wonder, we 
cannot look off from him towards ourſelves, 
without loathing and deteſting ourſelves in 
our own Sights, for our unreſembling Quali- 
tles. | | 

(3.) Let us in a ſerious manner apply our 
ſelves to a diligent [mitation of this Exams 
ple. Our contemplating this Example, and 
our bewailing our want of Conformity to it, 
have both of em an Influence to excite us to 


203 


an Imitation of it, without which, both one | 


and the other will be very inſignificant ; what 
will it ſignify to us to look unto Jeſus, 
if we be not like im; or pretend a Sorrow 
tor our being ſo very unlike him, if we do 

| | ace 
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not {trive after a Conformity to him? Which 
to do, we lyc under great and manifeſt Obl:- 
gations: Beſides that, we are obligd to this 
in point of Duty; the Character and Circum- 
ſtances of him that has ſet us this Example; 
the Nature and Properties of this Example; 
a Reſpect to the cver-bleſſed Redeemer; a 
Regard to our own Intereſt, and the Vanity 
of all our Pretcnces, either to Religion or 
Happineſs without this, do all and each of 
em lay us under a ſpecial Obligation to Imi- 
_ this Example. 
We are oblig'd hereto in point of Duty. 
The Divine Command, our own ſolemn Pro- 
feſſion, the Deſign of our bleſſed Saviour's 
coming into the World, the univerſal Pra- 
ctice of good People in the ſeveral Ages of 
Chriſtianity, and the eminent Place which the 
Imitation of Chriſt holds in Religion, do 


certainly oblige us in point Duty to Imitate 
this Example. 


1. The divine Command lays us under an 
Obligation herein. However we may boaſt 
of our Liberty, whether we'll take ſuch and 
ſuch Perſons for our Patterns; yet, certain it 
is, we are not left to our Liberty, whether or 
no we'll take the Lord Jcſus Chriſt for our 
Pattern; this we are indiſpenſably oblig'd to 
by virtue of his Command, who has an un- 


* eee Authority to enjoin us whatever 


he pleaſes. To excite us to an Imitation of 
Chriſt, we have Precept upon Precept, and Line 


po 
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% Line. We arc enjoynd to do this impli- 

citely and expreſly; iwmplicirely, as when the 

Apoltle ſays to the Corinthiuns, Be 

ze Followers of me, even as I am alſo 1 Cer. 11. 

of Chrisf. If it be our Duty to L 

follow others, as they arc Follow- 1 5 

ers of Chriſt, much more is it ſo, to be Fol- 

lowers of Chriſt himſelf. Exprefly, as when 

the Apoſtle ſaith, He that ſaith he 

abideth in him, ought himfelf alſo to 1]oh. 2.6. 

walk even as he walked What was 

enjoyn d the Apoſtle Peter, is enjoyn'd all the 

Diſciples of Chriſt; Nut is that to 

thee * Follow thou me. We are not Joh. 21.22 

only in general requir'd to be Fol- 

lowers of Chriſt, but we are requir'd to Imi- 

tate him with reſpect to many particular Gra- 

ces, as particularly in his Love and 

Charity; H/alk in Love, ſays the A- Eph. 5. 2. 

poltle, as Christ atſo hath loved uus, 

and hath given himſelf for mW &c. And as 

gain, This is my Commandment, that 

ye love one another, as I have loved 1 

you. In his Self-denial ; Zhen ſaid © = 

Jeſus to his Diſciples, If any Man ; 

will come after me, let him den) himſelf, and 

take up his Crofs and follow me. In 

his Humility and Meckneſs ; Learn Matt. 11. 

of me, ſays Chrilt, for I am meek and 29. 

lowly in Heart. After he had mani- 

felted his great own Humiliy in waſhing the 

Feet of his Diſciples, he ſaid, FI then, ne 
Lor 
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Lord and Maſicr, have waſhed your Feet, ye alſs 
ought to dab one another Feet ; for hade giver 
you an Example, that ye jhou d do as I have av: 
unto you. And in ſeveral other Graces, as 
has already been taken notice of in the tore- 
going Eflay. If we have therctore any re- 
gard to the reiterated Command of the great 
God, we ſhall find ourſelves ſtrongly oblig'd 
to Imitate his only begotten Son; if we do 
not make 1t our Buſineſs to walk even as 
Chriſt walked, we plainly caſt a Contempt 
upon his Authority, who has an undoubred 
Right to lay his Commands upon us, and who 
is veſted with infinite Power and Might, 
whereby he is able to puniſh a Diſregard to 
the ſame. 

2. Our own ſolemn Profeſſion lays us un- 
der an Obligation herein. We are by Pro- 
teſſion the Followers of Chriſt, for what elſe 
is the meaning of that ſacred Name of Chri- 
ſtian whereby we are called? A Chriſtian in 
its proper and genuine Signification, denotes 
a Follower of Chriſt: If therefore we wou d 
act conſiſtently with ourſelves, as we are 
bound to do both in point of Duty and Ho- 
nour, we lie under ſpecial Obligation to ſet 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt before us as our Pattern 
to Imitate. If there be any Reproach or Scan- 


dal in a Perſon's being falſe to his Profeſſion, 


this Reproach and Scandal neccilarily falls 
upon all thoſe Chriſtians who are not carctul 


to expreſs, in their Lives and Converſations, 


thoſe 
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thoſe heavenly Virtues which ſhone forth in 
the Life and Converſation of the holy Jeſus, 
Thoſe Chriſtians can only be reckon'd nomi- 
nal ones, who do not make it their Buſine(s 
to follow Chriſt; they have a Name that they 
are alive, but indeed they are dead : Nothing 
certainly can be more indecent and unbeco- 
ming, than for Perſons to act in contradicti— 
on to their own Profeſſion; which Indecency 
array ng appears in thoſc Diſciples of Chriſt 
who ſeck not to reſemble their Maſter. Was 
the Son of God mcek and lowly in Heart ? 
How indecent mult it be to ſee thoſe that 
call themſclves his Followers enflav'd to Pride 
and Paſſion ? Was the Heir of all Things 
pertectly content, though his Condition and 
Circumſtances in the World were ſo mean and 
low? How indccent is it to {ce thoſe that are 
ſtyl'd his Followers indulging to Diſcontent, 
amidſt the affluence and confluence of terrenc 
Enjoyments ? Was the Maſter telf-denying ? 
O how unbecoming is it for thoſe that are 
term'd his Diſciples, to indulge and gratity 
themſelves? Was he of a forgiving 'Temper ? 
O how unbecoming to ſee theſe of a malici- 
ous and revengeful Diſpoſition? How ſhame- 
fully do theſe Perſons contradict their molt 
holy Profeſſion? 

3. The Deen of our bleſſed Savionr's 
coming into the World lays us under an Obli- 
gation in this Reſpect. It was one, tho not 


the only Deſign of our bleiled Saviour's co- 
ming 
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ming into the World, to ſet Sinners an Ex- 

ample: The grand Deſign of our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, when he viſited this lower Worid, was 
to ſave Sinners; in order to effect which, he 
mult have other ſubordinate Deſigns in view, 
as particularly to lay down his Life for Sin- 
ners, to ſet them an Example, Cc. All the 
World being guilty before God, one End of out 
Saviour's coming into the World was, to ex- 
piate Guilt by the Sacrifice ot himſclt ; but 
the World alſo wanted a pertect Example of 
all imitable Virtues; and the ſupplying of this 
Want was one Deſign Chriſt had in view,in 
coming into the World; he ſet Sinzers an Ex- 
ample that they hou 'd follow his Steps. Sinners 
wanted an Fxamp! eto guide and encourage 
em in the Paths of Holineſs ; this Want the 
Son ot God graciouily intended to ſupply in 
his own Pcrton : Now 1« 1t not our indiſpen- 
lable Duty ) if we cx! Dec in be faved by Chrilt, 
ro comply with thoſe Viuyns and Intentions 
he had in view, in order to ring about our 
Salvation? It it be, it is our undoubted and 
indiſpenſable Duty to approve ourſelves the 
fincere Followers of che Son of God; if we 
do not comply with the Son of God in this 
reſpect, we -mult expect no Intereſt in any o- 
ther gracious Deſign he had in view, when 
he came into the World; Sinners muſt be re- 
ftor'd to a Divine Likeneſs, which they are, 
in ſome meaſure, by Imitating the Example 
ot the Son of God, in order: to their parta- 
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king of that great Salvation which Chriſt 
dy'd to purchalc tor em. I might here add, 
that as it was one great Deſign of our bleſſed 
Saviour's coming into the World, to ſet us 
an Example ; ſo by imitating this Example 
we comply with the Deſigns of Divinc Grace. 
Man by Sin having loſt "the Image of God, 
which conſiſts in true Holineſs and Righ- 
teouſneſs, it was the great Deſign of the 
Grace of God to repair this Loſs, by 
reſtoring Man to a Divine Likeneſs; now 
the Imication of our bleſſed Saviour ma- 
nifeſtly tends to this, it maniteſtly tends 
to ſuperinduce that Image upon the Soul 
of Man, which Man loſt by the Fall, and 
ſo to reſtore Man to the original Rectitnde of 
his Nature. 

The univerſal Practice of good People, 
in the ſeveral Ages of Chriſtianity, lays us 
under an Obligation in this reſpect. Chriſt 
can only be ſaid to be the ee Pattern 
of Chriſtians; tho' there have been many 
ſhining Examples of Picty, yct as they are 
Examples of an inferiour Nature to what 
Chriſt is, ſo their Examples have been of a 
narrower, more confin'd and limited Influence 
than that which Chriſt has ſet ; the Influence 
of their Example has only reach'd a few par- 
ticular Perſons, perhaps of the ſame Age and 
Country; but now the Influence of Chriſt's 
Example has been of a wide diffuſive extent, 
ſpreading itſelf through all the ſucceeding 


Ages 
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Ages of Chriltianity, in all Countries where 
Chriſtianity has been, or is profeſs'd. In imi- 
tating the Example of Jeſus, we act confor- 
mably to what all good Chriſtians, in the ſe- 
veral Ages of Chriſtianity, have done; here- 
in we act conformably to what the Apoſtles 
of our Lord, the primitive Chriſtians, and 
all thoſe excellent Perſons that have liv'd ſince 
their Time have done; they were all of em 
Followers of Chriſt, and being dead, are en- 
terd into that Reſt which remains for the 
People of God. Now fhall not we go and 
do likewiſe * Shall not we take him for our 
Pattern, whom all good Chriſtians, who are 
now zuheritiie the Promiſes, have taken tor 
their Pattern ? Shall not we thus tread in the 
Steps of theſe holy Perions who are now 
gone to Glory ? 

5. and Laſtly, The eminent Place which 
the Imitation of Chriſt holds in Religion, 
lays us under an Obligation in this Reſpect; 
the Imitation of Chriſt is an undiſputed Branch 
of pure and undefiled Religion; and a Likeneſs 
to him, is the great End of Religion. 

1. The Imitation of Chriſt is an undiſ- 
puted Branch of pure and undefiled Religion; 
ſeveral Things have bcen introduc'd into 
_ Chriſtianity, as ſo many Branches of it, which 
are no real Parts of Chriſtian Religion; there 
are other Things of a doubtful Nature in 
Religion, but there can be no doubt made 


whether it be our Duty to Imitate the Son 
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of God; tho it may be matter of Doubt, 
whether there be any Religion in doing or 
abſtaining from ſuch and ſuch Actions, yet 
it1s no matter of Doubt, whether we ought to 
act conformably to the Son of God. This 
is no diſputed Point in Religion, nor cver 
was ; this is pure and uncorrupt Chriſtianity. 

Now, conſidering the many Doubts and Diſ- 
putes rais d amongſt Chriſtians, relating to a 
great many Things in Religion, it is doubt- 
ſeſs every Chriſtan's trueſt Wiſdom to mind 
the clear, undoubted, indiſputable Matters in 
Religion, which are of infinitely greater Con- 
cern and Conſequence, than thoſe Things 
which arc of a doubtful and cuiputable Na- 
ture. 

But, 2. A Likeneſs to Chriſt is the great End 
of Religion. The great Deſign of Religion, 
doubtleſs, was to beget in the Minds of Mcn 
thar holy, virtuous and heavenly Temper of 
Mind, wherein a Likeneſs to Chriſt does con- 
fiſt, and whereby Perſons are made meet for 
the Inheritance with the Saints in Light. The 
great Deſign of Religion, doubtleſs, was to 
repair the Ruins of the Fall, and reſtore Per- 
ſons to a Divine Likeneſs, which Likeneſs 
was perfectly exhibited in the Example of the 
don of God. A great many Things pra- 
ctis'd in Religion, are only Means in order 
to this End, in order to our obtaining this 
likeneſs, and conſequently are of an infcriour 


Nature to this; for the End 1s certainly more 
noble 
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noble than the Means; I cannot but think 
therefore that thoſe religious Actions, where- 
in we itrialy Imitate our bleſſed Saviour, 
ought in Dignity and Value to have the Pre- 
heminence of all other religious Actions. One 
Act or Inſtance of Charity, or Humility, or 
Seli-denial, done in Imitation of Chriit, is, 
doubtleſs, of more intrinſick Worth and Va- 
lue than the doing a great many Things, 
which in the Eye of the World carry in them 
a greater ſhew of Religion. Thoſe Perſons 
are not always the moſt Religious, who 
make the greateſt ſtir about the Means of Re- 
lig ion, or ho are molt cry'd up for Religious 
by the Wor'd, or who may have the mot 
orthodox Notions: touching the Perſon of the 
Son of God; but thoſe who are moſt like 
this divine Perſon in the T emper of their 
Minds, and in the Tenour of their Lives. 
Let People think and ſay what they pleaſe a- 
bout Religions and religious Perſons, ſure I 
am, thoſe are the beſt Perſons who are moſt 
careful to walk even as Chriſt walked. Sum- 
mum ell Religionis imitari quem colis. It is the 
main and principal Thing in Religion, to 
Imitate him who is the Obje& of your 
_ Worſhip. It has been ſaid by an Heathen, 
Vis Deos Propitiare | ? bonts eſto. Satis illos coluit 
quiſquis imitatus esl: Mulde thou have the 
Gods propit ions to thee, be good? NMoſoever Imi- 
tates em, may be reckon'd the bet Worſhipper. 


2. The 
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2. The Charactir and Circumſtances of him 
that has ſet us this Example lays us un- 
der an Obligation to Imitate it. This Ex- 
ample is the Example of a moſt loving Friend 
and Saviour; of one that is now exalted at 
the right Hand of God; of one that is now 
our Lord, and will quickly be our Judge. 

x. It is the Example of a molt loving Friend 
and Saviour. If Chriſt be the Saviour of 
Sinners, he muſt be own'd to be their Friend 
in a very eminent degree; he is a Fricnd that 
has ſtuck cloſer than a Brother. It is ſaid that 
a Friend is born for Adverſity; now certain it 
is that our Lord Jcſus Chriſt ſhew'd the great- 
eſt Love and Regard for Sinners, when 
they were plung'd into the molt deplorable 
Circumſtances : Is not he our Friend who 
pity d us in our low Eſtate, and came from 
Heaven to fave us? who when he had no 
regard to the Angels that ſinned, aſſum'd our 
Nature, and came to bring us into a State of 
Reconciliation with his offended Father ? 
Whom ſhall we eſtcem our Friend if not him, 
who for our ſakes, led an afflicted Lite, and 
afterwards dy d an accurſed Death? May not 
he be reckon'd the beſt of Friends, who, in 
compaſſion to our Ignorance, came to guide 
our Feet into the Ways of Peace and Holineſs; 1 
who, in compaſſion to our Guilt, offer'd up 
himſelf a Sacrifice to make an Attonement 
for our Offences ; and who, finally, in com- 
paſſion to our great Impotency, has 2 

cur 
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cur'd for us the Grant of his holy Spirit 
to help our Infirmities, and to enable us to 
do whatever God had requird from us, as 
neceſſary to our cverlaſting Happineſs. O 
Jeſus! never was there ſuch a Friend as 
thou haſt ſhewn thyſelf to Sinners! Now 
how endcaring, upon this Account, ſhou'd 
his Example be to Sinners? There are pecu- 
liar Charms in the Example of a loving and 
beloved Friend ; how apt are weto be {way'd 
and influenc'd thereby Now certainly either 
Sinners do not reckon Jeſus ſuch a Friend as 
he has been, and is to 'em; or if they do, 


they are diſingenuous in the higheſt Degree, 


if his Example have no Influence upon em to 
excite em to a vigorous and zealous Imitati- 


on ? Friendſhip has that Influence upon Per- 


{ons oftentimes, that the indifferent Actions 
ot one that has ſhewn himſelf an extraordina- 
ry Friend, are reckon'd worthy of Imitation; 
nay, we ſee Perſons too often ready to imi- 
ate the Views of thoſe whom they have e- 
ſtcemd their Friends; ſurely then we have 
no Senſe of that ſingular Friendſhip which 
the Son of God has expreſs'd towards us, if 
we are not ſtirr'd up by it to an Imitation of 
that excellent and worthy Example which he 
has ſet us ? 

2. It is the Example of one that is now 


" exalted to the Right Hand of God. He that 


came down from Heaven, to do the Mill of his 
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which be gave him to do in the World, left the 
World again and went to his Father ; and being 


receiv d up into Heaven, ſits at the right Hand of 


God, whom the Heavens muſt receive until the 


Times of the Reſtitution of all Things. Now how 
ambitious ſhould we be of imitating the Ex- 
ample of ſo excellent a Perſon? of treading in 
his Steps, who 1s gone betore us to ſuch 2 
State of Dignity and Glory? of being like 
him who 1s ſat down on the right Hand of the 
Majeſty on high, far above all Principalities and 
Powers ? It we reſemble him, who being re- 
ceivd up into Glory, 1s ſet at the right Hand 
of God, how reaſonable is it for us to expect 
to ſhare with him in his Glory ? I ſay, ſhare 
with him in his Glory, not equal him herein; 
this can no more be expected by us, than it 
can be expected we ſhould equal him, with 
reſpe&t to his imitable Perfections ; but the 
greater Degrees we poſſeſs of theſe his imita- 
ble Perfections, the nearer Advance ma y we 
expect to make to our exalted Redeemer in 
Glory and Happineſs ; the more like any are 
to him who is at the right Hand of the Fa- 
ther, the nearer doubtleſs will their Station be 
to him in the heavenly Places. 

3. It is the Example of one who is now 
our Lord, and who ere long will be our 
Judge. The Title of Lord, is in a peculiar 
and eminent Manner attributed to Chriſt in 
the New Teſtament, and no Wonder, ,,.. 10 
ſince God hath made that ſame Jeſii 7"; 


who 
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who was crucified, both Lord and Chrif?. He 
is our Lord, being inveſted with Sovereign 
Authority over us, and we lie under pecu- 
liar Obligations to obey and ſerve him; 
now, is it not an Honour for Servants to 
reſemble their Lord and Maſter? It is well 
for the Diſciple, that he be, in ſome Reſpects, 
as his Maſter, and the Servant as his Lord; the 
Relation wherein Chriſt ſtands to us, may 
very well enforce many other Obligations 
which we lie under to imitate this holy and 


and excellent Example. As Chriſt is our 


Lord, ſo c'er long he will appear in Quality 
of a judge; The Father having committed ail 
Judgment into his Hands: Now, what can be 
more our Duty and Intereſt, than to make 
that ſame Perſon the Pattern of our Actions, 


before whoſe Judgment-Seat we mult ſtand 


to give an Account of the Actions done in 
the Body. He that is Judge of the World, 
is certainly a proper Object for our Imitati- 
on, and it concerns us to make him ſo, if we 
would be entituled to the Fudge s Favour. If 
we are careful to walk as Chris? walked, we 


ſhall have Confidence, and ſball not be aſhamed at 


the glorious Appearance of the Son of God, when 
he ſhall deſcend from Heaven with a Shcut, with 
the Voice of the Arch-Angel, and the Trump of 
God. O how pleaſant and reviving a Sight 
will it be to thoſe that are like Chriſt, to ſee 


him coming in the Clouds, in the Glory of the Fa- 


ther, and that of the holy Angels! 
158 3. The 
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3. The Nature and Properties of this Ex- 
ample do lay us under ſome Obligations in this 
reſpect. It is a lovely and charming Exam- 
ple; it is a ſure and ſafe Example; it is an 
even and uniform Example ; and, Laſtly, 
it is an Example ſuited and level to our Ca- 
pacities. 

1. This Example of the holy Jeſus, is a 
lovely and charming Example; an Example, 
if viewed ſeriouſly and impartially, I am ſure 
would commend itſelf to the unbyaſs'd Rea- 
ſon of all intelligent Beholders. I think J 
have read a Say ing of one of the Ancients to 
this Effect, That if Virtue did aſſume a Human 
Shape, ſo as to become viſible to Men, the Children 
of Men could not chuſe but fall in Love with her; 
certain it is, that if Virtue ever mighr be ſaid 
to put on a Human Shape, it was when the 
Word became Fleſh, and dwelt amongs? us. True 
unaftected Goodneſs and ſubſtantial Virtue, 
did never appear ſo viſible to Men, as in the 
Perſon of the Son of God ; and had not the 
Men of that Generation been ſtrangely blind- 
ed by Prejudice, Luſt, and Paſſion, they muſt 
needs have beheld the Glory of this only be- 
gotten of the Father, and had their Affecti- 
ons captivated with the Sight. How was it 
poſſible for 'em to have beheld ſuch Love to 


God and Man; ſuch Obedience and Reſig- 


nation to the Will of the Father; ſuch pro- 


found Humility and invincible Meekneſs, 


Ly 


ſuch Contempt of the World, and ſuch Pa- 
| 3 tience 
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tience under Sufferings, as were manifeſtly 
to be ſeen in the Son of God, without ha- 
ving the Paſſions of Love and Admiration, 
not only kindled, but rais'd to an uncommon 
Pitch? How lovely and amiable will the Cha- 
racter of the bleſſed Jeſus appear to us, if we 
do but reflect upon a ſhort Summary of 
it, given us by a great Divine of the E- 
3 ſtabliſh'd Church, which I ſhall beg 
Ares Leave to tranſcribe : His Devotions, 
Life. p.6. ſays he, 10 God -— were always ſecret 
and ſerious, calm and manly, anima- 

ted with a Seraphick Fervour, and yet conducted 
with Reaſon and Sobriety ; his Government of him- 
Self was earnest and regular, his Afﬀettions were 
always fix d to their proper Objects, and never ex- 
ceeded the juſt Limits of Reaſon ; and his Appe- 
tites were always moderated by his Underſtanding, 
and never tranſgreſs'd the Bounds of Temperance 
and Nature; his Converſation amongs# Men was 
mot innocent and candid, free and ingenuous; 
neither vain nor moroſe, haughty nor ſordid, but 
equally pois'd between all Extreams ; he was jus? 
without Partiality, humble without Affectation, 
charitable and beneficent without Noiſe or Reſpeci 
of Perſons ; his Zeal was wiſe, temperate and ſub- 
ſtantial, ſuch as did not ſpend itſelf in a furious 
Contention for, or Oppoſition. to Things of an indif- 
ferent Nature -— and all his Invectives were a- 


gainſt Hypocriſy and Immorality, which were the 


only Things to which his noble and generous Temper 
could never be reconciled. - In a Word, his whole 
os of N | Re- 
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Religion was modeſi and ſerious, and affected ra- 
ther, to be ſeen than to be heard, and #0 be than to 
be ſeen, &c. Now, it the Example of Jeſus be 
ſo amiable in its own Nature, and ſo worthy 
the Admiration of all that take a View of it, 
is not this an Argument to excite us to a zea- 
lous Imitation of it? How deſirous ſhould 
we be of reſembling the lovely and amiable 

eſus! i 
, 2. This Example is a ſure and ſafe Exam- 
ple. We cannot be ſaid to do amiſs in any 
Reſpects, wherein we imitate this Example; 
we cannot be ſaid to take any falſe Steps, 
whilſt we are treading in the Steps of the ho- 
ly Jeſus : The Rule which God has given us 
for our Direction, is not a ſurer and ſafer 
| Guide than the Example of the holy Jeſus, 
| which is as perfect as the Rule; all other Per- 
| ſons that have liv'd in the World, however 
exemplary they have been for Piety and Ho- 
lineſs, have been fallible ſinful Creatures, and 
it is not impoſſible but we may ſtep aſide out 
Jof the Path of Duty, whilſt we are treading in 
their Steps. The Example of no Perſon but 
zthat of the holy Jeſus is 10 be followed with- 
out Reſerve and Limitation, and therefore 
when the Apoltle exhorts the Corin= _ | 
hians to be Followers of him, he adds * Corinth- 
his Limitation, as I am of Chriſt. 
All other Copics but that which Jeſus hath 
ſet us, have their Blots and Blemiſhes. Now, 
e does not this Conſideration ſtrengthen our 
N L 2 Obli- 
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Obligation, to imitate the Example of Jeſus ? 
It we would take a ſure and ſafe Courſe in a 
World where there are ſo many blind and un- 
certain Guides, let us ſet the Lord Jeſus be- 
fore us as our Pattern. O how pleaſant and 
comfortable mult it be, to enjoy the Benefit of 
infallible Conduct in Matters where erring 
may prove of dangerous Conſequence ? 

3. This Example is an even and uniform 
Example. Amongſt the many Examples of 
Virtue which have been exhibited to the 
World, ſome have been eminent in one Re- 
ſpe&, and others in other Reſpe&s : Some for 
their Piety and Devotion, others for their 
Charity, and Contempt of the World ; ſome 
for their Humility and Meekneſs, others tor 
their Patience under Sufferings, and Reſigna- 
tion to the divine Will; whillt perhaps theſe 
Perſons that have been thus exemplary, for 
ſome particular Graces, have been too de- 
fective in others, no leſs eſſential to the for- 
ming a good Chriſtian: But now, in our bleſ- 
{ed Saviour, there was a glorio as Mixture of 
the ſeveral Graces of God's holy Spirit, with- 
out the leaſt Defect in any; his Zeal was not 
ſpent one way, either in Exerciſes of Piety 
towards his Father, or Charity towards Men, 
or any other particular Graces, whether Hu- 
mility or Selt-denial, Cc. As he abounded 
in Acts of Devotion towards his Father, ſo 
did he no leſs abound in Acts of Charity and 
Kindneſs towards Men; as he was a * 
0 | at- 
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Pattern of Humility and Meekneſs, ſo was he 
no leſs a Pattern of Self- denial and Patience 
under Sufferings. As in his Character there 
manifeſtly appears the Innocency of the Dove; 
ſo does there alſo the Wiſdom of the Serpent. 
In him there were none of thoſe Allays and 
Unevenneſſes, which are plainly viſible in the 
Characters of the beſt Men; the moſt Devout 
and Pious he excell'd in Devotion and Piety ; 
the moſt Kind and Charitable in Acts of Kind- 
neſs and Charity; the moſt Meek and Hum- 
ble in the Exerciſes of Meekneſs and Humi- 
lity, Cc. Now as the Unevenneſſes, too ap- 
parent in the Lives of many good Men, di- 
miniſh the Force of their Exemplarineſs; ſo 
that Evenneſs and Uniformity, that is very 
apparent in the Life of our bleſſed Saviour, 
may help to enforce his Example, and re- 
commend it to our ſerious Imitation. 

4. This Example is in a Senſe ſuited and 
level to our Capacity. The Son of God hath 
ſet us an Example in thoſe Reſpects, in which, 
tho' it is not poſſible for us to equal, yet is it 
poſſible for us to imitate him; he hath taken 
care, as one well expreſſes it, not to outrun the 
Capacities of Men in inimitable Expreſſions of 
Sanctity and Virtue. No, as the ſame Author 
obſerves, his Virtue conſiſted not in prodigious 
Faſtings, or ſower and unpracticable Abſtra& ions 


rom Senſe ; but in a Life of Juſtice and Tempe- 
rance, of Humility aud Charity, and Patience, and 
the like ; that is, in ſuch a Life as is not only pro- 
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ſince Chriſt has ſet us an Example, ſo ſuited 
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per, but poſſible for in to tranſcribe. His Exams» 

ple is ſuch, as that all ſorts of Perſons are in 
ſome meaſure capable of imitating it ; not 
only the rich and honourable, but the poor 
and ignoble; not only Men of Parts and Li- 
terature, but Men of ſlender Parts and no 


Letters. All Men have not a Capacity for 


all Things; ſome have not a Capacity for 
being Stateſmen ; others want a Capacity for 
being Scholars; others for attaitiing an ordi- 
nary Skill in this and the other Profeſſion ; |. 
but who can plead want of Capacity for be- 
ing pious and devout towards God]; for put- || | 
ting their Truſt in him, and ſubmitting to 

his holy Will; for loving all Men, and being 

of peaceable Diſpoſitions ; for being ttieck | 
and humble, patient and ſelf-denying, in Con- 
formity to the Son of God. Thoſe that | 
have not an equal Capacity with others, in] 
other Reſpects, may equal them herein; thoſe 
that have not a Capacity for Arts and Scien- 
ces, may, through the Grace of God, which 
is never wanting to honeſt Endeavours, re- 
ſemble his well-beloved Son in the Practice of 
theſe heavenly Virtues ; and if we be likethe 
Son of God, it is no great matter whether we 
be Philoſophers or Stateſmen, Mathematici- 
ans or Linguiſts, learn'd or unlearn'd. Now, 
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and level to our Capacities, how void of all 
Excuſe are we, if we do not imitate it? The 
Poſlibllity of imitating this Pattern, renders 

us 
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us altogether inexcuſable, if we do not; when 
the Enquiry will be made, did we take Chriſt 


for our Pattern, and walk as he walk'd, if we 
have not done this, we ſhall not be able to 


excuſe ourſelves, by alledging either that we 
wanted Capacity, or that the Thing was in 


its Nature impracticable. 
4. Reſpeft to the ever-blefled Redeemer lays 


us under ſome Obligation to imitate his 


Example. The Imitation of this Example, is 


the belt Teſtimony of our Love to the Re- 


deemer ; and it is the beit Method we can 


take in order to promote his Honour in the 


World. 

1. The Imitation of this Example, is the 
beſt Teſtimony of our Love to the Re- 
deemer. Thoſe are blind indeed, who ſee 
not their Obligations to love the Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, and thoſe that are not influenced by 
em, deſerve to be Anathema Maranatha ; how 
amiable and lovely is his Perſon, and how 


was it poſſible for him to do more than he has 


done to merit a Share in our beſt Affect ions? 


Now we cannot better expreſs the Love we 
owe the Saviour, than by a ſincere Endeavour 


to imitate thoſe divine Virtues which appear'd 
in his Life: The Imitation of any Perſon 
ſuppoſes a ſincere Affection to that Perſon, 
founded upon a high Eſteem and Veneration 
of him; we are. not apt to take thoſe for our 
Patterns to imitate, who are the Objects of 


our Diſeſteem and Hatred. Our ſetting Chriſt 


E 4, be- 


2 v — 


RE —CC——— 


224 Chriſt to be imitated. 


before us as our Pattern, muſt neceſſarily de- 
note him to be the Object of our ſincere and 
well- grounded Affection; whoever he be that 
treads in the Steps of Jeſus, he it is that loveth 
him. This Imitation of Chriſt is as true, nay, 
a more infallible Evidence of our Love to 
this divine Perſon, than the moſt rapturous 
Meltings of Soul, flowing from a Contem- 
plation of his amiable Excellencies ; how 
ready ſhould we be to give this unqueſtion- 
able Evidence of our Love to one that has 
deſerv'd ſo well at our Hands? Well may we 
teſtify our Love to him by imitating his Ex- 
cellent Example, who teltify'd his Love to us 
by dying to deliverus from Wrath to come ? 
What a Pleaſure muſt it be to us to have ſuch 
a clear Teſtimony of our Love to Jeſus ? 
How pleaſant is it to be able to ſay with the 
Apoſtle Peter, Lord, thou knoweſt all Things, 
thou knowest that I love theme:? 
2. The Imitation of Chriſt is the beſt Me- 
thod we can take in order to promote his Ho- 
nour in the World. As it is an Argument of 
our internal Honour of him, ſo it tends to his 
external Honour amongſt Men. It is a mani- 
teſt Argument of our internal Honour of him, 
tor this conſiſts ina high Eſteem and Venerati- 
on of a Perſon, which is plainly ſuppos'd in 
our taking him for our Pattern. It tends to his 
external Honour; then 1s the Son of God ho- 
nour'd or glorified, when his glorious Perfe- 
ctions are exhibited tothe View of a. 
(wh 
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Beholders ; and this is done by thoſe Diſci- 
ples of his, who by imitating him, come to 
have theſe glorjous Perfections wrought in 
themſelves; ſuch as theſe are living Images 
of the Saviour repreſenting him to the View 
of others, whereby they do more truly glori- 
fy him, and ſhow forth his Praiſes, than by any 
verbal Acknowledgments or Hymns ſung to 
the Redeemer's Praiſe ; thoſe that endeavour 
to be like the Saviour, and to expreſs his 
Virtues in a Chriſtian Converſation, are truly 
for a Name, and for a Praiſe, aud for a Glory to 
him ; by this Means Men would evidence 
themſelves to be his Diſciples, and by this 
Means others would be brought to glority 
him upon Earth. What a Reſpect and Name 
would the Lord Jeſus have in the World, if 
thoſe that call themſelves his Diſciples, did by 
tranſcribing the Virtues of his Life, repreſent 
him to the World ? If we have therefore any 
regard for the Honour of him who made him- 
ſelf of no Reputation for us, but underwent 
the greateſt Shame and Ignominy, in order to 
advance us to the higheſt Dignity and Glory, 
we muſt reckon ourſelves under ſpecial Obliga- 
tion to be Imitators of the Son of God ; how 
unworthy are we if we endeavour not that he 
be glorified by us, who was crucified for us? 
If then the Imitation of Chriſt be ſuch a 
Teſtimony of our Love to him, and ſuch a 
Means * promoting his Honour amongſt 
Men, it's plain that a Reſpe& to the Re- 
a deemer 
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deemer lays us under an Obligation herein; 


and truly this is a cheaper way of ſhewing 


Reſpect to Jeſus, than it wou'd be to under- 
go Sufferings for him, which yet as Chriſti- 
ans we are obligd to, it being the indiſpen- 
ſable Duty of all his Diſciples, that they 
take up his Croſs, and be ready to ſuffer Per- 
ſecution for him. Now if we be backward 
to ſhew a cheaper Reſpect to Jeſus, how un- 
likely is it that we ſhou'd ſhew this greater? If 
we will not Imitate the holy Life of Jeſus, how 
can it be thought that we ſhou'd be willing to 
ſuffer Death for Jeſus? And if we are not 
willing to ſuffer Death for him, it is a plain 
Evidence that we are not his Diſciples ; we 


are not ſo indeed and in truth, whatever we 


may pretend. 

5. A regard to our own Interest lays us 
under this Obligation. It is for our Intereſt to 
Tmitate the Lord Jeſus, ſince a Conformity to 
Chriſt is productive of a beatifick Temper of 
Mind; is a Means of intereſting us in his 
ſpecial Love; is an Evidence of our Election 
and Union with him ; and laſtly, it qualifies 


us for a bliſsful Communion. with Chriſt in 
Glory everlaſting. 


1. A Conformity to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is 
productive of a beatifick Temper of Mind. 
This beatifick Temper of Mind does natu- 
rally reſult from thoſe ſeveral Divine Graces 
wherein the Son of God is our Pattern; it 


_ neceſſarily flows from that Love to God and 


Man 
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Man; that Obedience and Submiſſion to the 
Divine Will; that Truſt in God, and peace- 
able Behaviour towards our Fellow-Creatures ; 
that Humility and Meeknefs ; that Content- 
ment and Patience; and the reſt of thoſe 
Graces, wherein Chriſt hath ſet us an Exam- 
ple that we ſhou'd follow his Steps. Thoſe 
are happy, bleſſed Perſons, not who have a 
great Affluence and Confluence of worldly 
Delights, but who reſemble the Son of God 
in the Temper and Diſpoſition of their Souls: 
Thoſe who learn of him find true Reit to their 
Souls; they enjoy that ſweet and happy Tran- 
quility of Mind, which is infinitely preferable 
to allexternal Enjoyments, and which it is out 
of the power of theſe things to produce. If 
a Day ſpent, according to the Precepts of Virtue, 
be preferable to a vicious Immortality, as was ob- 
ſerv'd by a wiſe Heathen, how pleaſantly muſt 
they live who art every Day imitating the 
Virtues of Jeſus, and growing more like to that 
Divine Perſon ? Now does it not concern us 
to be ſtriving after this beatifick Temper of 
Mind, this uniform Diſpoſition of Soul, which 
will be a Spring of pure and ſincere Joys to us 
in the worſt Circumſtances of Life, and with- 
out which the greateſt flow of external Pro- 
ſperity cannot make us happy? If we wou'd 
be poſſeſs d hereof, let us endeavour to have 
our Tempers conform d to that of the holy 


Jeſus. | Fs 
2. This 
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2. This Conformity to Chriſt is a Means of 
intereſting us in his ſpecial and peculiar Love. 
As our imitating Jeſus is an Evidence, an in- 
fallible one, of our loving him; ſo it is an 
effectual Means to engage his Love to us. 
Likeneſs begets Love. The bleſſed Jeſus 
mult needs love thoſe that are like himſelf: 
As theſe differ from others, ſo the Saviour's 
Love to them is different from what it is to 
others. However he may love others with a 
Love of Benevolence and Good-will, theſe he 
loves with a Love of Friendſhip and Delight. 
This Love of Friendſhip and Delight is a 
Love conſequent upon a Conformity of Tem- 
per and Manners. The Degrees of the Sa- 
viour's Love, whoſe Affection we may be ſure 
is not a blind one, but ever guided by juſt 
and right Meaſures, are doubtleſs proporti- 
oned to Perſons according to the different 
degrees of their Conformity to him; thoſe 
that moſt reſemble him, have queſtionleſs the 
Jargeſt ſhare in his Love and Eſteem. If then 
it be for our Intereſt to have a Share in the 
ſpecial Love of Jeſus; to be lov'd by him 
with a Love of Friendſhip, Delight and Com- 
placency, who has all Power in Heaven and 
in Earth, it is for our Intereſt to endeavour 
after a Conformity to the Son of God. 

3. This Conformity to Chriſt is an Evidence 
of our Election and Union with Chriſt. It 
is an Evidence of the Perſon's Election, ac- 
25 cord ing 
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cording to that of the Apoſtle, For 

whom he did fore-know, he alſo did Rom. 8. 
Predeſtinate to be conformed to the I. 29. 
mage of his Son, that he might be the 
First-born among many Brethren. It we are pre- 
deſtinated to be conform'd to the Image of 
Chriſt, our being conform'd to this Image is 
an unqueſtionable Evidence of our Election 
to Lite and Glory. This Conformity is an 
Evidence alſo of our Union with Chriſt ; this 
I ground upon that of the Apoſtle, 

He that ſaith he abideth in him, ought 1Job. 2.6. 
himſelf alſo ſo to walk even as he walk- 

ed. They that walk even as Chriſt walked, 
they do abide in him; they are united to 
him, united to him as Members to their 
Head, or as a Spouſe to her Bridegroom : 
It is for our Intereſt therefore to Imitate Je- 
ſus, if it be for our Intereſt to have the Evi- 
dences of our Election and Union with the 
Son of God. 

4. and laſtly, This Conformity to Chriſt qua- 
lifies Perſons. for a bliſsful Communion with 
him in Glory everlaſting. Need I ſay, that 
the Example as well as the Doctrine of Jeſus 
is a Guide to heavenly Happineſs? Certain 
it is that to follow Chriſt is to be moving 
heaven-ward ; to wall as he walked, is to walk 
in the May that leads to Sion with our Faces thi- 
therward. As the Example of Chriſt is a 
Guide to the heavenly Happineſs, ſo a Like- 
neſs or Conformity to it, is the Soul's Met 
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neſs to partake of the Inheritance with the Saints 

in Light. This Conformity to Jeſus, as it 
produces a beatifick Temper at preſent, ſo it 
puts the Soul into an apt and proper Diſpo- 
ſition for enjoying the heavenly Glory here- 
after: As it gives Reid, to the Soul in this 
World, ſo it prepares the Soul for that ever- 
laſting Reit which remains for the People of God. 
It prepares and diſpoſes Perſons for enjoying 
a nappy Converſe and Communion with the 
Redeemer in his Kingdom ; for which thoſe 
are altogether unfit and indiſpos'd, who ne- 
ver made it their Buſineſs to Imitate the Vir- 
tues that ſhone forth in his Life; how unfit 
muſt thoſe be to live for ever with him, who 
are unlike him, and of a contrary Temper 
and Diſpoſition * What Pleaſure is it poſſi- 
ble for him to take in ſuch, or for ſuch to 
take in him? In order to delightful Commu- 
nion betwixt Perſons, Likeneſs or Conformi- 
ty are abſolutely neceſſary; if ever we hope 
therefore to ſee Chris? as he is, with Joy and 
Comfort hereafter, we mult endeavour to be 
like him now; if ever we expect to have our 
Bodies hereafter rais'd and faſbion d like to his 
moſil glorious Body, we mult ſee that our Souls 
be in ſome good meaſure faſhion'd like his, 
whilſt we are in this World; if ever we ex- far 
pe& to bear the Image of his Happineſs here- Ith 
after, we muſt bear the Image of his Holi- ug 
nels %. * 5 


6. Man's 


Chriſt to be imitated. 231 
6. Man's Proneneſs to Imitate lays him 
under an Obligation to Imitate the bleſſed 
Jeſus. There is a natural Proneneſs in the 
Human Nature to be ſway' d and govern'd b 
Example: There is ſo great a Proneneſs 
hereto, that ſome have imputed the general 
Depravity viſible amongſt the Children of 
Adam to this Principle; but however hard it 
may be to account for the general Corrupti- 
on of Mortals from this Principle, yet, cer- 
tain it 1s, Example has a prevailing Influence, 
and there is a very ſtrong Propenſity in the 
Nature of Man to Imitate. It is as true as 
it isa common Saying, That the Children of 
Men are more drawn by Example than influ- 
enc'd by Precept. Now if there be ſuch a 
Proneneſs in Man to Imitate; in refuſing to 
Imitate the great Example, which it has plea- 
ſed God to ſet before us, we a& againſt a 
natural Propenſity implanted in us by the 
bleſſed God. If Man be a Creature prone to 
Imitate, what a Reflection do we caſt upon the 
Son of God in refuſing to Imitate him ? If 
Examples are apt to ſway and influence us, 
what an Afront do we offer Jeſus, if the Ex- 
ample which he purpoſely ſet us does not influ- 
ence us to a ſerious Imitation ? Does it not 
argue a particular Diſlike and Averſion to 
the Example which the Son of God hath ſet 
us, if when we are naturally prone to be-led 
by Examples, we difregard that which he 
hath ſet us? Does it become us to offer ſuch 
| an 
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an Indignity to the Son of God? Or does 


the bleſſed Saviour, he that came from Hea- 
ven to ſave us, deſerve to have ſuch a Slight 


caſt upon him? 


7. and laſtly, The Vanity of all our Pre- 


tences, either to Religion or Happineſs, it | 


we don't Imitate the Example of Chriſt, lays 
us under an Obligation to do it. It is not 
any notional Knowledge of Chriſt, ora ſaying | 
Lord, Lord, or the having eat and drunk it 
the Preſence of Chriſt, that will be of any a- 


- vail to us, if we have not been zealous Imi- 


tators of his holy Life; tho' we had all! 
Knowledge ſo as that we underſtand all My- 
ſteries, tho' we made never ſo ſpecious a Pro- 
feſſion of Religion, tho' we gave never ſo di- 
ligent an Attendance upon the Means ot 


Grace, tho' we heard the Word frequently, 


and received it with Joy, tho we multiply d 
Acts of Devotion, yet what wou'd all this a-] 


yall us, if we did not endeavour to expreſs 


the Virtues of Jeſus in our Lives and Con- 


verſations? If thou doſt not approve thyſelf 


a ſincere and genuine Follower of the Son otÞ 
God, all thy Religion and Hopes of Happi 
neſs are in vain; and if theſe be in vain, what 
a vain inſignificant Creature art thou! 
r — 1914 $8 I 
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